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To the Honorable- 



. ■ ^ • 

Col. Jeremiah Wadsworth, 

President of the State Society of the 
CiNCiM NATi in Connecticut, &c. &c. 



Mv DEAR Sir, 

UNAVOIDABLE abfence will prevent 
me froni performing the grateful talk, 
affigned me by the State Society of the Cin- 
«cinn^i,, on the fourth day of July next. 
I Though I cannot perfonally addrefs them, I 

\ wifli to demonftatc by fome token of afFec- 

I tionate remembrance, the fe^nfe I entertain of 

the honor they have more than once confer- 
red upon me by their fufFrages^ 

I Meditating in what manner to accom- 

plifli this objeft, it occurred to me, that an at* 
tempt topreferve theaftions of General Put- 
nam, in the archives of our State Society, 
would be acceptable to its members ; as they 
^^ had all ferved with great fatisfaftion under 
his immediate orders. An effay on the life 
I perfon fo elevated in military rank, and 
converfanl in extraordinary fcenes, could 
: be dcftitute of amufement and inftruc-. 
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tion, and would poflefs the advantage of pre-, 
ienting for iniitation a refpeftablc niodel of 
public and private virtues. 

General Putnam is univerfally acknow- 
ledged tohave^been as brave and as honeft a 
man as ever Anierica produced ^ but the dif- 
tinguifliing features of his charafter, and the 
particular tranfaftions of his life are but im- 
perfeftly known. He feems to have been 
formed on purpofe for the age in which he 
lived. His native courage, unfliaken inte- 
grity, and eftablilhed reputation as a foldier, 
were neceflary in the early ftages of our op- 
pofition to the defigns of Great Britain, and 
gave unbounded confidence, to our troops in 
their firft conflicts in the field of battle. 

The iflclofed manufcript julMy claims in- 
dulgence for its venial errors, as it is the firft 
effort in biography, that has been made on 
this continent. The attempt, I am confcious 
is laudable, whatever may be the failure ia 
point of execution. 

I AM happy to find that the Society of the 
Cincinnati is now generally regarded in a fa- 
vorable mannert^' Mankind, with few excep- 
tions, are difpofed to do juftice %o the mo- 
tives on which it was founded. For our- 
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(tlwt$y we can never recall to mind the occa- 
fion, without feeling the mod tender enrio- 
tions of friendihip and fenfibility. At the 
diflblution of the army, when we retired to 
feparate walks of life, from the toils of a fiic- 
cefsful war, in which wc had bscn aflbciared 
during a very important part of our lives i the 
pleafing idea, and the fond hope of meeting 
once a year, which gave birth to our fraternal 
injiitunony were neceffary confolations to 
footh, the pangSj that tore our bofoms at 
the melancholy hour of parting. When our 
hands touched, perhaps, for the laft time and 
our tongues rcfufed to perform their ofnce ia 
bidding farewell. Heaven witneflTtd and ap-, 
proved the purity of our intentions in the ar- 
dor of our affedtions. May wc perfevere in 
the union of Our friendihip, and the exertion 
of our benevolence; regardlefs of the cen- 
fures of jealous fufpicion, which charges our 
defigns with felfifhnefs, and alcribes our ac- 
tions to improper motives ; while we realize 
fentiments of a nobler nature in our anniver- 
fary feftivities, and our hearts dilate with an 
honed joy, in opening the hand of beneficence 
to the indigent widow and unprotected orphan 

of our departed friends. 

* 

I PRAY you, my dear Sir, to prefcnt my 

A a 
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moft refpeftful compliments to the members 
of the Society, and to affure them on my part, 
that whcnfoever it fliall be in my power, I 
Ihall efteem it the felicity of my life to attend 
their anniverfaries. 

I HAVE the honor to be, with fentiments of 

the higheft confideration and* efteem, your 

moft obedient and nioft humble fervant, 
« » 

D.HUMPHREYS. 

* 

Mount Vernon, in Virginia, 
June 4th, 1788.. 
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ON THE LIFE OF 



General PUTNAM 



TO treat of recent tranfa£bions and perfons 
ftill living, is always a delicate and fre- 
quently a thanklefs office.. Yer,. while the 
partiality of friends or the malignity of ene- 
mies decides with ralhnefs on every delinea- 
tion of charafter, or recital ofcircumftances; 
a confolation remains that diftant nations 
and remoter ages, free from the influence of 
prejudice or paffion> will judge with impar-^ 
tiality and appreciate with jufticc. We have 
fallen upon an aera Angularly prolific in extra- 
ordinary perfonages,anddignified byfplendid 
'Its. Much is expeftcd from the fekftions 
.ne judicious biographer, as well as from 
labors' of the faithful hi dorian. What- 
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ever prudential rcafons may now occur to 
poftpone the portrait of our own times j the 
. difficulties which oppofe themfclves to the 
execution, infteadof being diminilhed, will 
encreafe with the lapfe of years. Everyday ' 
will extinguifh fome life that was dear to 
fame, and obliterate the memorial of fome 
deed which would have conftituted the delight 
and admiration of the world. 

So tranfient and indiftinguifhable are the 
traits of charafter, fo various and inexplicable 
thefprings ofaftion,fo obfcureandperifliablc 
the remembrance of human affairs, that, un- 
lefs attempts are made to (ketch the pifture, 
while the prefent generation is living, the 
likenefs will be forever loft, or only prefcrv- 
cd by a vague recollection ; difguifed, per* 
haps, by the whimfical colorings of a creative . 
imagination. 

It will doubtlefs hereafter be an objed: of 
regret that thofe, who, having theriifelves 
been confpicuous aftors on the theatre of 
public life, and, who in conjundlion with' a 
knowlcge of fafts, poffefs abilities to paint 
thofe charadlers and defcribe thofe events, 
which (during the progrefs of the American 
Revolution) interelted and aftonilhed man- 
kind, fliould fed axi iafuperablc reiudlaiKt to 
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affume the tafk — a tafk, which (if executed 
with fidelity) muft, from the dignity of iti, 
fubjeft, become grateful to the patriots of alt 
nations, and profitable in*xample to the rc- 
moteft pofterity. Equally fevere will be the 
mortification of contemplating the reveries 
and fiftions, which have been fubftituted by 
hacknicd writers in the place of hiftorlcal 
fafts. Norfhould we fupprefs our indigna- 
tion againft that clafsofprofeflional authors, 
who, placed in the vale of penury and obfcu- 
rity, at an immenfe diftance from the fcenes 
ofadtion and all opportunities of acquiring 
the neccflary documents, with infufFerable ef- 
frontery, obtrude their fallacious and crude 
performances on a credulous public. * Did 
therefult of their liy^ubrations terminate on- 
ly in relieving their own diftreffes or gratify- 
ing their individual vanity, it might be paflT- 
ed in filent contempt. But the elFeft is ex- 
tenfivc, permanent and pernicious. The 
lye,* however improbable or monftrous, 
which has once aflumed the femblance of 
truth, by being often repeated with minute 
and plaufible particulars, is at length fo tho- 

• The writer had here particularly in his eye, the 
Rhapfody, palmed upon the public, under the name of 
a Hiflory, by a certain Frenchman called D'Aaberteiul :; 
.Perhaps fo much falfhood, folly and calumny was nev- 
er befoie accvrmiilated ia a fmgle performance.^ 
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roughly eftabllfhed, as to obtain univcrfal- 
credit, defy contradiftion and fruftrate every 
effort of refutation* Such is the mifchief, 
fuch are the unhij|ipy confequences on the 
bewildered mind, that the reader has no al- 
ternative,but to become the dupe of his credu- 
lity, or diftruft the veracity of almoft all humaa 
teftimony. After having long been the fpoft 
of fiftion, he will perhaps probably run in- 
to the oppofite extreme, and give up all confi- 
dence in the annals of ancient as well as mo- 
dern times : and thus the eafy-believer of fine 
fables and n^arvdlous (lories will find, at laft, 
his hiftorical faith change to fcepticifna. and 
end in infidelity. 

The numerous errors and falfehoods re- 
lative to the birth and atchievements of Ma- 
jor General Putnam, which have (at a former 
period) been circulated, with affiduity on 
bothYides of the Atlantic, and the uncertain- 
ty wh'ich appeared to prevail with refpeft to 
his real J charadler, firft produced the refo- 

X The following lines are extradled from a poem, en- 
titled " The pTolpei^ of America ;" written by th* 
late ingenious Dr. Ladd. 

** Hail Putnam ! hail, thou venerable name ! 
*' Tho* dark oblivion threats thy mighty fame, 
** It threats in vain — for long (halt thou be known, 
*^ Who iirit in virtue and in battle (hone» 
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lution of writing tliis effay on his life and in- 
duced the editor to obtain * materials from 
that hero himfelf. If communications of 
fuch authenticity, if pcrfonal intimacy as an 
aid-de-camp to that General, or if fubfe- 
quent military employments, which afforded 
accefs to fourceg j of intelligence not open to 

< • When fourfcore years had blanch'd thy lasrell'd headj 
•^ Strong in thine age, the flame of war was fpread.'* i 
On which l^x» Ladd made this note : 
«« The brave Putnam feems to haye been almoft ob- 
<' (cured amidll the glare of fucceeding worthies ; but 
*< his early and gallant fervices entitle him to an ev- 
*' erlafting remembrance." 

Other bards have alfo aflerted the glory of this vener- 
able veteran. In the fird concife review of the princi- 
pal American heroes who fignalized themfelves in the 
iaft war, the fame character is thus reprefented : 

** There ftood ftern Putnam, feam'd with many a fear, 
«< The veteran honors of an earlier war.** 

The Vifion of Columbus, Book V. 
• The editor feizes with eagemefs an opportunity of 
acknowledging his obligations to T>r, Albigence Wal- 
do, who was fo obliging as to commit to writing many 
anecdotes, communicated to him by General Putnam in 
the courfe of the prefent year. 

f A multitude of proofs might be produced to de- 
mo nftrate that military fads cannot always be accurate- 
ly known but by the commander in chief and his confi- 
:ial officers. The marquis de Challelleux (whofe 
3rtunity to acquire genuine information, refpefting 
fe parts of the American war which he hath cafually 
ntioned, was better than that of any other wiitcr) 
ei an account of a grand Forage which general Heath 
-^rcd to be made towards Kingfbridge in the autuma 
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Others, give the writer any advantages ; the 
unbiaffed mind will decide how far they ex- 
culpate him from the imputations of that of- 
ficioufnefs, ignorance and prefumption, which 

of 1780. The Marquis, who was prefent when the de- 
tachment marched, and to whom General Heath fhewed 
the orders that were given to General Stark, the com- 
manding officer of the expedition, obferves |^at he had 
never feen, in manufcript or print, more pertinent in- 
ftruftions. Now the fad is, that this detachment, under 
the pretext of a forage, was intended by the Command- 
er in chief to co-operate with the main army in an at- 
tempt again ft the enemy's pofls on York-Iiland ; and 
that General Heath himfelf was then ignorant of the re- 
al defign. The Commander in Chief fpent a whole 
campaign in ripening this project. Boats, mounted on 
traveling carriages, were kept conflantly with the army. 
The marquis de la Fayette, at the head of the Light In- 
fantry, was to have made the attack in the night on fort 
Wafhington. The period chofen for this enterprife was 
the very time, when the army were to break tip their 
camp and march into winter-quarters : fo that the Com- 
mander in Chief, moving in the dufk of the evening, 
would have been on the banks of the Hudfon, with ms 
whole force, to have fupported the attack. The cautious 
manner in which the co-operation on the part of the 
troops fent by General Heath, on the pretended forage, 
was to have been cohdudled, will be underflood from the 
following fecret inllrudtions. 

** To Brigadier General Stark. 

Head garters Paffaic Falls Nov. 21, 1 780. 

*' S I R, 

" Colonel Humphreys, one of my aides de camp, is 
^'* charged by me with orders of a private and particu- 
*^ lar nature^ which he is to deliver to you, and which 



^ * ( 13 D 

f in others have been reprehended with feveri- 

^ ty. He only wifhes that a premature and 

unfavorable conftruftion may not be fojlned 

of his motive or object. Should this- eflay 

•' you are to obey. He will inforca you of the neccffity 
• *' of this mode of communication. 

*' I am. Sir, Sec. 

" Geo. Wafhington." 
'^ To Lieut, CoL DaiJid Humphreys y A, D, Camp* 
'"Sir, ♦ 

You are immediately to proceed to Weft-Point and 
** communicate the bufinefs committed to you, in confi* 
dc.ue, to Major General Heath, and to no other per- 
foii whatfoever ; IVom thence you will repair to th$ 
detachment at the White Plains, on Friday next, ta- 
king meafures to prevent their leaving that place, be- 
fore you get to them. And in thecourfe of the fuG* 
ceeding night yoU may inform the commanding offi- 
** ccr cf the enterprize in contemplation againll the en- 
emy's polls on York Ifland. 

As the troops are conltantly to lie on their arms, no 
'* p'-'jvicus notice fliould be given ; but they may be 
•' put in motion pretilcly at 4 o'clock, and commence 
*^ a flow and regular march to King's Bridge, until they 
*^ {h?.l] dilccver or be informed of the concerted iio;naIs 
** being made — when the march mull be prefTed with 
** the gie;. left rapidity. Parties cf horfe Ihould be fenc 
** forward to keep a look out for the iignals. 

** Aithc ugh the niain body ought to be kept com- 
•* pndt, Y< troles of horfe and light parties might befent 
*' towards Eall and Weft Cheller : and upon the fignals 
■ being d'fcovcred, Sheldon's regiment and the Con- 
' ne^ticut State troops (which may alio be put in mo- 
tion as foon as the orders can be communicated after 
4 o'clock) fhould be pulhed forward to intercept avy 

B 
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Iharve any influence in correcting miftake^ or 
yefcuing from oblivion the ^6tion5 of that 
diftinguifhed Veteran 5 Ihould it create an 
emulation to copy his domeftic, manly and 

^« of the enemy, who may attempt to gain Frog's Neck, 
*• and to exit off the -Refugee-corps at Morriffania. A 
** few meh,with fome addrefs, may fpread fuch an a- 
-** larmas to prevent an attempt of the enemy to re- 
^' treat to Frog** Neck, from an apprehenfion of fur- 
*' rounding parties. 

*« Yoju wilixommunicate thefe inftruftions to the com- 
** mandirig officer of the detachment, who, upon his 
^' approach to King's Bridge^ will receive orders from me 
'•* as early as pollible. 

** Should the fignah not be difcovered, the troops 
" will halt at lead tix miles from the bridge, until fur- 
** ther intelligence can be obtained. 

*• The abfolute neceflity of the moft perfed^ fecrecy is 
< ' the occaiion of communicating my orders through 
" this channeL" 

Given at Head-Quarters, Paflaic Falls, 
this 22d day of Nov. 1780, 
Geo. Wajhington. 
Never was a plan better arranged : and never did 
NcircQmftances promife more fure or complete fuccefs. 
The Britifh were not only unalarmed, but our own troops 
were likewife entirely mifguided in their expedations. 
"The accidental intervention of fome veffels prevented at 
this time the attempt : which was more than once refum- 
^d afterwards. Notwithftanding this favorite projeft 
was not ultimately effe£led, it was evidently not lefs bold 
in conception or feafible in accomplishment, than that 
attempted fo fuccefsfuUy at Trenton ; or than that^ 
'which was brought to fo glorious an i^ue in the fuccefs- 
ful fiege of York-Town, 
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Rcroic virtues J or fliould it prompt fomc 
more Ikilful hand to pourtray the iUuftrious 
groupe of Patriots,. Sages and Heroes, who 
have guided our counfeTs,. fought our battles- 
and adorned the memorableEpochaof Inde- 
pendence, it will be an ample compcnfatioa 
for the trouble and excite a confolatory j|;eflec- 
tion through every vkiflitudc of life. 

ISRAEL PUTNAM,who through a regu- 
lar gradation of promotion became the fenior 
Major General in jthe army of the Unit- 
ed States, and»next in rank to General Wa(h- 
ington, was born at Salem in the' Province, 
now State, of Maffachufctrs, on the 7th day 
of January 1718. His father, Capt. Jofeph 
Putnam was the fon of Mr. John Putnam, 
who with two brothers came from the fouth 



It is true the Marquis deChaftcllux, whofe profeiHon- 
al koDwledge and fountain-head intelligence have ena- 
bled him to defcFibe feveral anions better than they are 
eliewhere defcribed, fpeaks in this inilance of an ulterior 
object : and fays that fecrets were prcferved more invio» 
lably in the Aoierican than in the Fi'ench army. His 
Wdrds are : 

" Cell que le fecret eft garde tre« exJrflement a 
*' I'armee Americaine ; pea de perfonnes ont 
'* part a la confiance du Chef, et en general on y 
*' parle moins que dans les armees Francoifes des op- 
*' erations de la guerre^ et de ce que Ton appelle 
"^ chez nous I^s NouvelUs,^' 
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ofEnglandand were among the firft fettlcrs, 
of Salem, 

WniiN we thus behold a perfon, from the 
humble walks of life, ftarting unnoticed in 
the career of fame, and, by an undeviacing 
progrefs through a life of honor, arriving at 
the highcft dignity in the date i curiodty is 
ftronglyexcited, and philofophy lovesto trace 
the path of glory from the cradle of obfcurity 
to the fummit of elevation. 

Although our anceftors, the firft fettlers 
of this land, amidft the extreme preflure of 
poverty and danger, early inftituted fchools 
for the education of youths, defigned for the 
learned profciHionss yet it was thought fuf- 
ficient to inftruft thole deftined to labor on 
the earth, in reading, writing and fuch rudi- 
ments of arithmetic, as might be requifite for 
keeping the accQunts of their littlr tranfac- 
tions with each other. Few farmer *5' fons had 
more advantages, none lefs. In this ftate of 
mediocrity it was the lat of young Putnam to 
be placed. His early inftru6lion was not 
confiderable, and theaftive fcenes of life, in 
which he was afterwards engaged, pi^vented 
the opportunity of great literary improve- 
ment. His numerous original letters, though 
deficient in fcholaftic accuracy, always difplay 
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rile goodnefs of his hearr, and frequently the 
ftrength of his native genius. He had acer- 
tain laconic mode of exprcflion, and an unaC- 
fefted epigramnnatiG turn, which clwraAerif- 
ed moll of his writings. 

To compenfate partially for the deficiency- 
of education (jhough nothing can remove or 
counterbalance the inconveniences experienc- 
ed from it in public life) he derived from his 
parents the fource of innumerable advantag- 
es in the ftaminaof a vigorous conftitution. 
Nature, liberal in beftowing on him bodily 
ftrengthj.haidinefs and adivity^ was,, by no 
means, parfimonious in mental entiov/menrs. 
While we leave the qvialitics- of the under- 
ftanding to be developed in liie piocefs of 
life, .it may not be improper, in this place, to 
defignate. fome of the circumltances, which 
were calculated to diftinguifb hiip afterwards 
as a partizan officer. > 

GouRAGEj enterprize, adli^^ty and per fe- 
verance were the fiift charafter.ftics of his 
mind.- There is a kind of mechanical coiir- 
,age, the offspring of pride, , habit or dilci- 
nTine, that may pufli a coward not only to 
"rform his duty, .but even to venture on a6ls 
" heroifm. Putnam's courage was cf a4if- 

B 2 



fercnt fpccies. His undaunted feelings de- 
pended,, lefs than the feelings ofmoft others, 
on external objcfts, adventitious aids>. or the 
influence of example. He ttood alone, and 
coUcfted within himfelf,. always pofleflfed in-- 
rtrepidity equal to the occafion. His brave- 
ry,, that appears to have been Gonftitucional,. 
never for a moment deferted him in the try- 
ing fituations,,to which his life was often ex- 
pofed^ It was afpecies of cool> deliberate 
fortitude, not afFeded. by th€ paroxiftn of 
enthufiafm, or the phrenzy of defperation. 
It was ever attended with a ferenity of foul, 
a clcarnefs of conception,, a degree of felf-pof- 
feflSon and afuperiority to all the viciflitude* 
of fortune^ entirely diftinft from any thing 
that can be produced by the ferment of blood„ 
and flutter of fpirits, which,^ not unfrec^uent- 
ly, precipitate men to aftion, when ftimulat- 
cd by intoxication or fome other tranfient ex- 
hilaration. The heroic charafter,.thus found- 
ed on conftitution and animal fpirits,, cherifh- 
cd by education and ideas of perfonal free- 
dom, confirmed by temperance and habits of 
cxercife, was completed by thcdiftate ofrea- 
fon, the love of his country and an invincible 
fenfe of duty. Such were the qualities and 
principles, that enabled him to meet unap- 
palled the Ihafcs of adverfity, and to pafs in 
triumph tlirough the furnace of affllcHon. 
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Hfs difpofition was as frank and gencr- 
euSy as his nrind^ was fearlefs and independ- 
ent. He difguifed nothings indeed he 
fecmcd incapable of difgtiife. Perhaps, m 
the intercourfe he was ultimately obliged to 
have with an artful world, his fxncerity^ on 
ibme occafions, outwent his difcretion. Al- 
though he had too much fuavity in his na- 
ture to commence a quarrel, he had too 
much ienfibility not to feel, and too mucK 
honor not to refent an intended infult. The 
firft time he went to Bofton, he was infulted 
for his ruftieity by a boy of twice his fize and 
age> after bearing the farcafm^ until his pa- 
tience was worn outy he challenged,, engaged 
and vanquilhed his unmannerly antagoniftv. 
to the great diverfion of a crowd of fpefta- 
tors. While a ftripHng his ambition was ta 
perform the labor of a man> and to excel ia 
athletic diverfions. In that rude, but maf- 
culine age,, whenever the village-youth slC- 
fembled on their ufual ocCafions offeftivitVf 
pitching the bar, runnings leaping and wreft- 
Kng were favorite amufements. At fuch 
gymnaftic c:xcrcifes (in which during the 
heroic times of ancient Greece and Rome> 
tonqueft was confidered as the promife of 
future military fame) he bore the palm fronni 
almoft every ring. 
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Before the refinements of luxury and' thc^ 
confequent increafc of expences had render- 
ed the maintenance of a family inconvenient 
©r burdenfome in America, the fexes entered 
into matrimony at an eaily age.. Compe- 
tence,, attainable by all, v/as the limit of pur- 
fuit. After the hardfhips of making a new 
fettlement were overcome and the evils of 
penury removed, the inliabitants enjoyed,. in 
the lot of equality,, innocence and fecurity,, 
fcenes equally delightful with thofe, piftured 
by the glowing imagination of the poets,, in^ 
their favorite paftoral life or fabulous golden' 
age.. Indeed the condition of mankind was 
never more enviable- Neither difparity of 
age and fortune,, nor fchemes of ambition 
and grandeur,. nor the pride and avarice of 
high-minded and mercenaryj)arents, interpof*- 
cd thofe obftacles to the union of congenial* 
fouls,. which frequently in more polifhed fo- 
ciety prevent,, imbitteror deftroy all the fe-- 
licity of the connubial ftate.. Mr. Putnam 
before he attained the twenty-firft year of 
his age, married Mifs Pope, daughter of Mr.- 
John Pope of Salem, by whom he had ten 
children, feven of whom are ftill living- 
He loft the wife of his youth in 1764. 
Some time after he married Mrs. Gardiner, 
widow of the late Mr, Gardiner of Gardi- 
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hcr's Ifland, by whom he had no iffuf. She 
I died in 1777. 
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Im the year 1739 ^^ removed from Salem 
to Pomfret, an inland fertile town in Con^ 
nefticut, forty miles eaft of Hartford : having 
here purchafed a confiderable tradt of land, 
he applied himfelf fuccefsfully to agriculture^ 

TAz firft years, on a new farm, are not, 
however, exempt from difafters and difap^ 
pointments, which can only be remedied by 
ftubbprn and patient induftry. Our farmer,, 
fufficiently occupied in building an houfe and 
barn, felling woods, making fences, fowing 
grain, planting orchards and taking care of 
his (lock, had to encounter, in turn> the ca- 
lamities occafioned by drought in fgmmer,, 
blaft inharveft, l(5fs of cattle in winter, and 
the defolacian of his fheep-fold by wolves. 
In one night he had feventy fine fheep and 
goats killed, befides many lambs and kids, 
wounded. This havoc was committed by a 
ihe-wolf, which, with her annual whelps, had 
for feverai years infefted the vicinity. The 
young were commonly deftroyed by the vi- 
gilance of the hunters, but the old one was> 
too fagacious to come within reach of gun- 
{hot : upon being clofely purfued Ihe wouldt 
generally fly to the weilern woods,, and, re • 



turn the next winter wth another litter of 
whelps. 

This Wolf, atlength,.becamc fuch an in- 
tolerable nuifance, that Mr. Putnam entered 
into a combination with five of his neighbors' 
to hunt alternately until they could deftroy 
her. Two, by rototiony were to be conflrant- 
ly in purfuit.. It was. known^,. that, hav- 
ing loft the toes from- one foot, by a fteel- 
trap, fhe made one track fliorter than the 
other. By this vcftige, the purfucrs recog-* 
.nizedyin a light fnow,. the route of this per- 
nicious animaL Having followea her to 
Connecticut river and fotmd Ihe had turned 
back in a direft courfe towards Pomfret, they 
immediately returned, and by ten o'clock the 
next morning the blood-hounds had driven, 
^er into a den, about tlwee miles dil ant fronfi 
the houfe of Mr. Putnam : The, pec pic foort 
collcfted with dogs, guns, ftraw, fire and fut- 
phur to attack the common enemy. With 
this apparatus feveral unfuccefsful efforts 
were made to force her from the den. The 
hounds came back badly wounded and re- 
fufed to return. The fmokc of blazing ftraw 
had no effeft. Nor did the fumes of burnt 
brimftone, with which the cavern was filled, 
compel her to quit the retirement. Wearied 
with fuchfruitlcfsattempis^whichhad brought 
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the time to ten o'clock at night) Mr. Put- 
nam tried once more to make his dog enter, 
but in vain ; he propofed to his negro man to 
go down into the cavern and fhoot the Wolf ; 
the negro declined the hazardous iervice. 
Then it was that their mafter, angry at the 
difappointment, and declaring that he was a- 
fhamed to have a coward in his family, re- 
folved himfelf to deftroy the ferocious bead, 
left flie Ihould efcape through fome unknown 
fiffure of the rock. His neighbors ftrongly 
remonftgited againft the perilous enterprize : 
but he, i^nowing that wild animals were in- 
timidated by fire, and Saving provided fever- 
al ftrips of birch-barkf t!ie only combuftiblc 
material which he could obtain, that would 
afford light in this deep and darkfome cave, 
prepared for his defcent. Having, according- 
ly, divefted himfelf of his coat and waiftcoat, 
and having a long rope fattened round his 
legs, by which he might be pulled back, at a 
concerted fignal, he entered head foremoft, 
with the blazing torch in his haiid. 

The aperture of the den, on the eaftfidc 
of a very high ledge of rocks, is about two 
feet fquare \ from thence it defcends oblique- 
ly fifteen feet, then running horizontally a- 
bput ten ipore, it afcends gradually fixteea 
feet towards its termination. The fides of 
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this fubterraneous cavity are compofed of 
fniooth and folid rocks, which feem to have 
been divided from each other by fome form- 
er earthquake. The top and bottoni are al- 
fo offtone, and theentrance, in winter, being 
covered with ice, is exceedingly flippery. It 
is in no place high enough for a man to raife 
himfelf upright : nor in any part more than 
three feet in width. 

Having groped his paflage to the horizon- 
tal part of the den, the moft terrifying dark- 
nefs appeared in front of the dim circle of 
light afforded by hi^ftch. It was filent as 
the houfe of death. TJone but monfters of 
the defert h d ever before explored this'foli- 
tary manfiou of horror. He, cautioufly pro- 
ceeding onward, came to the afcent i which 
he (lowly mounted oq his hands and knees 
until he difcovered the glly^ing eye-balls of 
the wolf, who was fitting at the extremity of 
the cavern. Started atth^ fight of f^re, (he 
gnafiied her teeth and gave a fuUen growU 
As foon as he had made fhe necelia;fv difcov- 
ery, he kicked the rope as a fignal for pull- 
ing him our. The people, at the mouth of 
the den, who had lillened with painiu! anxi-^ 
ety, hearing the growling of the wolf and 
fuppofing their friend to be in the moft im- 
minent danger, diew him forth with fuch te- 
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lerity that his fhirt wasfliripped over his head 
and his Ikin feverely lacerated. After he^ 
had adjufted his cloaths and loaded his gun 
with nine buck-fliot, holding a torch in one 
hand and the mufquet in the other, he de- 
fcended a fecond time. When he drew neaK 
er than before, the Wolf, aflTuming a ftill 
more fierce and terrible appearance, howling, 
rolling her eyes, fnapping her teeth, and 
dropping her head between her legs, was evi- 
dently in the attitude^ and on the point of 
fpringing at him. Ac the critical infthnt he 
levelled and fired at her head. Stunned 
with thefhockand fuffc|:ated withihe fmoke, 
he immediately founvT himfelf drawn out of 
the cave. But havine refrefh64 himfelf and 
permitted the fmoke to diffipSte, he went 
down the third time. Once more he came 
within fight of the Wolf, who appearing ve- 
ry pafliVe, he applied the torch to her nofe j 
and perceiving her dead, he took hold of hei^ f 
ears, and then kicking the rope (ftill tied 
round his legs) the people above, with no 
fmall exultation, dragged them both. out to- 
gether. 

I HAVE ofl?ered thefe fa£ls in j?reatcr 
detai!, becaufe they contain a diipj^' ofcha- 
rafterj and becaufe they have becni^rrone- 
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€ufly related in feveral European publications, 
and very much niutilated in the hiftory of 
Comedticut, a work as rfeplete with falfehood 
as deftit«te of genius, lately printed in Lon- 
don. 

Prosperity, at length, began to attend 
the agricultural affairs of Mr. Putnam. He 
was acknowledged to be a (kilful and inde- 
fatigable manager* His fields were moftly 
cnclofed with ftone walls. His crops com- 
ironly fucceeded, becaufe the land was well 
tilled and manured. His paftures and mea- 
dows became luxuriant His cattle were of 
the beft breed and irTgftod order. His gar- 
den and fruit- trees prolific. With the avails 
of the furplufage of his produce foreign ar- 
ticles were purchafed. Within doors he 
found the compenfation of his labors in the 
plenty of excellent provifions, as well as in 
the happinels of domeftic fociety, 

A MORE particular defcription of his tran- 
fition from narrow to eafy circumftances 
might be given s but the mind, that (hall 
have acqiiired an idea of the habits of labor 
and fimplicity, to which the induftrious colo- 
nifts were accuftomed, will readily fupply the 
omifliop. The efFeft of this gradual acqui- 
fition of property, generally favorable to in- 
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dividual virtue and public felicity, ftioulJ 
not however be paffed over in filcnce. If 
there is fomeching fafcinating in the charms 
of a country life, from the contemplation of 
beautiful landfcapes ; there is likewife fome- 
thing elevating to the foul, in the confciouf- 
nefs of being lord of the foil and having the 
^ power of creating them. The man can 
^ fcarccly be guilty of a fordid aftion, or even 
delcend to an ungenerous thought, who, re- 
moved from the apprehecfionoTwant, fees h!« 
farm daily meliorating and afluming whate- 
ver appearance he pleafes to prefcribe. This 
fituation converts the farmer into a fpecies 
of rural philofopher, by infpiring an honeft 
pride in his rank as a freeman^ Battering the 
natural propenfity for perfonal independence, 
and noiirifking an unlimited hofpttality and 
philanthropy in his focial charafter. 



But the time had now arrived, which was, 
to turn the inftruments ofhufbandry int» 
weapons of hoftility, and to exchange the bunt- 
ing of wolves, who had ravaged the fheep- 
foldsy. for the purfuit after Savages who bad 
defolated the frontiers. Mr. Putnam was 
about 37 years old, when t^e war between 
England and France, which preceded the laft,, 
broke out in America. His reputation muft 
have been favorably knowa to the govern- 
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ment, fince among the firft troops that were 
levied by Connedkicut, in 1755? he was ap- 
pointed to the command of a company in 
Lyman's regiment of Provincials. I have 
mentioned his age at this period expiefsly to 
obviate a prevalent opinion, that he was far 
advanced in life when he commenced his mi- 
litary fervice; 

As he was extremely popular, he found 
no difficulty in enlifting.his complement of 
recruits from the mod hardy, enterprizing and 
refpeftable young men of his neighborhood. 
The regiment joined the army, at the open- 
ing of the campaign, not far diftant from 
Crown-Point, Soon after his- arrival in 
camp, he became intimately connefted with 
the famous partizan Captain, afterwards, Ma- 
* ' jor Rogers ; with whom he was frequently 
affociated in traverfing the wildernefs, recon- 
noitring the enemy's ' lines, gainilig intelli- 
gence, and taking ftraggling prifoners ; as 
well as in beating up the quarters and fur- 
prifing the advanced pickets of their army. 
For thefe operations a corps of rangers, .v/as 
formed from the irregulars. The firft time 
Rogers and Putnam were detached with a 
party of thefe light troops it was the fortune 
of the latter to preferve, with his own hand, 
the life of the former, and to cement their 



fifiendfhip with the blood of one of their ene*- 
mies. The obje<5t of this expedition was to 
obtain an accurate knowledge of the pofition 
and ftate of the works at Crown Point.- It was- 
knpradbicable to approach with their party near 
enough for this purpofe, without being dif- 
covered. Alone, the undertaking was fuffi- 
ciently hazardous,, on account of the fwarms 
of hoftile Indians, who i.nfefted the woods. 
Our two partizans,. however, left all their mea 
at a convenient diftance,, with drift orders to 
continue concealed until theif re:urn^ Hav- 
ing thus cautioufly taken their arrangement^ 
they a<.lvanced with the profounded filence»,: 
in the evening; and lay, during the night,., 
contiguous to the fortrefs. Early in the* 
morning,. they approached fo clofe as to be a- 
bletdgive fatisfaftory information, to the 
general who had fent them> on the fcveral 
points to which their attention had been di- 
cefted I buc Captain Rogers,, being at a liule 
■ diftancc from Captain Putnam, fortuitoufly 
met a ftout Frenchman, who inftantly feized 
his fuzee with one hand and. with the other 
attempted to (lab him,, while he called to an 
adjacent guard for afliftance. The guard 
anfwered, Putnam,, perceiving the immi- 
nent dangerof his friend,, and that no tFme 
was to be lol or farther alarm g>en bv fiir^. 
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ing, ran rapidly to them, while they were yet 
ftruggling, and with the butt-end of his piece 
laid the Frenchman dead at his feet. The 
partizans, to elude purfuit, precipitated their 
flighc, joined the party and returned with^ 
out lofs to the encampment. Not many 
occafions occurred for partizans to difplay 
their talents in the courfe of this fummcr. 
The war was chequered with various fortune 
in different quarters — -fuch as the total defeat 
of iJeneral Braddock, and the fplendid vic- 
tory of Sir William Johnfon over the 
French troops commanded by the Baron 
Dieikau, The brilliancy of this fuccefs was 
neceffary to confole the Americans for the dif- 
grace of thatdifafter. Here I might, indeed, 
take a pride in contrafting the conduct of the 
Britifh Regulars, who had been ambufcaded 
on the Monongahela ; with that of the Pro- 
vincials (under Johnfon). who> having been 
attacked in their lines, gallantly repulfed the 
enemy and took their General prifoner : did 
I confider myfelf at liberty to fwell this effay 
with refleftions on events, in whicltPutnam 
not dircftly concerned. The time for which 
the colonial troops engaged to ferve, termin- 
ated with the campaign. Putnam was re-ap- 
pointed and again took the field in 1756. 

Few are fo ignorant of war as net to know. 
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that military adventures, in the night, are al- 
ways extremely liable to accidents. Captain 
Putnam, having been commanded to recon- 
noitre the enemy's camp at the Ovens ^ near 
J'iconderogaj took the brave Lieutenant Ro- 
bert Durkee as his companion. In attempt- 
ing to execute thefe orders, he narrowly roilT- 
ed being taken himfelf in the firft inftance 
and killing his friend in the fecond. It was 
cuftomary for the Britifli and Provincial 
troops to place their fires round their camp, 
which frequently expofed them to the enemjr's 
fcouts and patroles. • A contrary pradlice, 
then unknown in the Englilh army, prevail- 
ed among the French and Indians. The 
plan was much more rational ; they kept their 
fires in the centre, lodged their men circular- 
ly at a diftance and pofted their centinels ini 
the furrounding darknefs. Our partizans 
approached the camp — and fuppofing the 
Gentries were within the circle of fires, crept 
upon their hands and knees with the greateft 
poflible caution, until, to their utrer aftonifh- 
ment, they found themfelves in the thickeft 
of the enemyr The centinels, , difcovering 
them,, fired d.nd (lightly wounded Durkee in 
the thigh. He and Putnam had no alterna- 
tive. They fled. The latter, being forc- 
moft aYidfcacely able to fee his hand before 
^un, foon plunged into a clay-pit. Durkee, 
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almoft at the identical moment, came tumo- 
ling after. Putnam, by no means pleafed at 
finding a companiun and believing him to be 
one of the enemy, lifted his tomahawk to give 
the deadly blow — when Durkee, (who had 
followed fo clofely as to know him) enquired 
whether he had efcaped unhurt. Captain 
Putnam, inftantly recognizing the voice,^ 
dropped his weapon : and both, fpringing 
from the pit, made good their retreat to the 
neighboring ledges, amidft a fhower of ran- 
dom Ihot. There they betook themfelves to 
a large log, by the fide of which they lodged, 
the remainder of the night. Before they lay 
down. Captain Putnam faid he had a little 
rum in his ca^iteen^ which could never be 
more acceptable or neceffary ^ but on exam- 
ining the caateen,. which hung under his 
arm,, he found the enemy had pierced it with 
their balls and that there wa^ not a drop of 
liquor left. The next day he found fourceea 
bullet hoks in his blanket. 

In. ihc fame fummer a body of the enemy,; 
confifting of 600 men, atticked the baggage 
and provifion waggons at a place called the 
half-way brook i it being eq.uidifl:ant from 
Fort Edward,, and the fouth end of lake 
George. Ha.ving killed tlie oxen and plun?- 
dered the waggons>. they retreated with their 
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booty without having met with fuch refinance 
as might have been cxpeded from cheftrength 
of theclcorr^ General Webb, upon receiv- 
ing intelligence of this difafter, ordered the 
Captains Putnam and Rogers " to take loo 
*^ volunteers in boats, with two wall-pieces 
'^^ and two blunderbufles, and to proceed 
'' down lake'Gcorge to a certain point : there 
** to leave the batteaux under a proper guard, 
*' and thence to crofs by land foas to harrafs 
'^ and if prafticable intercept the retreating 
.*' enemy at the narrows." Thefe orders 
were executed with fomuchpunftuality, that 
the party arrived at the deftined place half an 
hour before the hollile boats came in view. 
Here they waited, under cover, until the en- 
emy (ignorant of thefe proceedings) entered 
the narrows with their batteaux loaded with 
plunder. Then the volunteers poured upon 
them volley after volley, killed many of the 
oarfmen, funk a number of the batteaux, 
and would foon have deflroyed the whole 
body of the enemy, had not the unufual pre- 
cipitancy of their pajfTage (favored by the 
wind) carried them through the narrows into 
the wide part of South Bay ; where they were 
out of the feach of mufauet fhot. Tlie fliat- 
tered remnant of the little fleet foon arrived 
fit Ticonderoga and gave information that 
Putnam and Rogers were at the narrows. A 
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frefh party was inftantly detached to cut them 
in pieces, on their return to Fort Edward. 
Our partizans, fenfible of the probability of 
fuch an attempt, and being full twenty miles 
from their boats, drained every nerve to reach 
them as foon as pofliblc ; which they effefted 
the fame night. Next day, when they had 
returned as far as Sabbathday Point, they 
difcovered, on Ihore, the before mentioned 
detachment of 300 men, who had paffed thenri» 
in the night, and who now, on perceiving 
pur party, took to their boats with the great- 
eft alacrity, and rowed out to give bat- 
tle. They advanced in line, maintaining a 
good mein and felicitating themlelves upon, 
the profpeft of an eafy conqueft, from the 
great fuperiority of their numbers. Fluflicd 
with thefe expedations, they were permitted 
to come within piftol-ftiot before a gun was 
fired. At once, the wall-pieces and blunder- 
bufles, which had been brought to rake them 
in the moft vulnerable point, were difchargn 
€d. As no fuch reception had been forefeen 
the.affailants were thrown into the utmoft 
diforder. Their terror and cqnfufion were 
greatly tncreafed by a well-dire<Sted and moft 
deftru£tiv^ fire of the fmall arms. The lar- 
ger pieces being reloaded, witl^out annoy- 
ance, continued alternately with the mufquet- 
ry to make dreadful havoc, until the rout 
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was completed and the enemy driven back 
to Ticonderoga. In this adtlon, one of the 
bark canoes contained twenty Indians, of 
whom fifteen were killed. Great numbers, 
from other boats, both of French and In- 
dians were feen to fall overboard : but the 
account of their total lofs could never be af- 
certained, Rogers and Putnam had but one 
man killed and two flightly wounded. They 
now landed on the point and having refrefli- 
ed their men at leifure, returned in good or- 
der to the Britifti camp. 

Soon after thefe rencounters, a Angular 
kind of race was run by our nimble-footed 
Provincial and an aftivc young Frenchman. 
The liberty of each was by turns at ftake. 
General Webb, wanting a prifoner for the 
fake of intelligence, fent Capt. Putnam' with 
five men to procure one. The Captain con- 
cealed himfelf near the road which leads from 
Ticonderoga to the Ovens. His men feem- 
cd fond of ftiewing themfelves, which unfol- 
dierlike conduft he prohibited with the fe- 
vereft reprehenfion. This rebuke they im- 
puted to unnecejQTary fear. The obfervation 
is as true as vulgar, that perfons, diftinguifli- 
able for temerity when there is no apparent 
danger, are generally poltroons whenever 
danger approaches. They had not lain long^ 
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in the high grafs, before a Frenchman and an 
Indian paffed — the Indian was confiderably in 
advance. As foon as the former had gone by, 
Putnam, relying on the fidelity of his men, 
fprang up, ran and ordered them to follow. 
After runinng about thirty rods, he feized the 
Frenchman by the flioulders and forced him 
to'^furrender : But his prifoner, looking 
round, perceiving no other enemy and know- 
ing the Indiah would be ready in a moment 
to aflift him, began to make an obftinate re- 
fiftance. Putnam, finding himfelf* betrayed 
by his men into a perilous dilemma, let go 
his hold, ftepped back and fnapped his piece, 
which was levelled at the Frenchman's bread. 
It miffed fire. Upon this, he thought it moft 
prudent to retreat. The Frenchman, in turn, 
chafed him back to his men, who, at laft raif- 
ed themfelves from the grafs ; which his pur- 
fuer, efpying in good time for himfelf, .made 
his efcape. Putnam, mortified that thefe 
men had fruftrated his fuccefs, difiniffcd them 
with difgrace ; and, not long after accom- 
plifhed his objeft. Such little feats, as the 
capture of a fingle prifoner, may be of infi- 
nitely more confequence than fome, who are 
unacquainted with military afi^airs, would be 
apt to imagine. In a country covered, with 
woods, like that part of America then the 
feat of war, the difficulty of procuring and 
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the imporcance of poflefllng good intelli-' 
gence can fcarcci y be conceived even by Eu- 
ropean commanders. They, however, who 
know its value, will not appreciate lighdy the 
fervices of an able partizan. 

Nothing, worthy of remark, happened 
during this campaign except the lofs of Of- 
wego. That Fort, which had been built 
by General Shirley to protect the peltry 
trade, cover the country on the Mohawk Ri- 
ver and facilitate an invafion of Canada by 
Frontenac and Niagara, fell into the hands of 
the enemy with a garrifon of fixtecn hundred 
men and one hundred pieces of cannon^ 

The aftive fervices of Captain Putnam on 
every occafion attrafted the admiration of the 
public, and induced the Legiflature of Con- 
ncdlicut to promote him to a majority in 1 7 5 7 • 

Lord Loudon was then Commander in 
Chief of the Brjtilh forces in America. The 
expedition againft Crown Point, which from 
the commencement of hoftilities had been in 
contemplation, feemed to give place to a more 
important operation that was meditated againft 
LouHbourg. But the arrival of the Bred 
fquaaron at that place prevented the attempts 
and the lofs of Fort William-Henry fervcd 
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to clafs this with the two former unfuccefsful 

campaigns. It was rumoured and partially 

credited at the time, that General Webb, who 

commanded in the northern departrnent, had 

-early intimation of the movement of the 

.'French Jirmy, and might have effedually fuc- 

couredihegarrifon. The fubfequent fafts 

•will place the affair in its proper light. 

A FEW days before the feige. Major Put- 
nam, with two hundred men, efcOrted Gener- 
al Webb from Fort Edward to Fort William- 
4 Henry. . The obje6t was to. examine the 
Iftate 6f ihis fortification, which flood at the 
fouthefn extremity of Lake George, Several 
abortive attempts having been made by Major 
Roger$and others in the night feafon, Major 
Putnam propofed to go down the lake in o- 
pen day-light, land at Northweft-Bay and 
tarry on Ihore, until he could make fatisfac- 
«tory difcovery of the enemy's adual fituation 
at Ticonderoga and the adjacent pofts. The 
plan (which he fuggeftcdj of landing with 
only five men and fending back the boats, to 
prevent deteftion, was deemed too hazard- 
ous by the General. At length, however, he 
was permitted to proceed with eighteeft* vo- 
lunteers in three whale boats : but before he 
arrived at Nofthwefl-Bay he difcovered a ro- 
dy of men on an Ifland. Immediately upon 
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this, he left two boats to fifli at a diftancc, 
that they might not occafion an alarm', and 
returned himfelf with the information. The 
General/eeing him rov^ingback with great ve- 
locity, in a fingle boat, concluded the others 
were captured and fent a (kifF with orders for 
him alone to come on fhore. After advifing 
the General of the circumftances, he urged 
the expediency of returning to make further 
difcoveries and bring off the boats. .Leave 
was rclu£tantly given. He found his people, 
and, paflingftill onward, difcovered (by the 
aid of a good perfpedtive glafs) a large army 
in motion. By this time feveral of tfte ad- 
vanced canoes had nearly furrounded him, 
but, by the fwiftnefs of his whale-boats, he 
efcaped through the midft of thtm. On his 
return he informed the General rninutely of 
all he had feen, and intimated his conviftioa 
that the expedition muft obvioufly be deftip- 
cd againft Fort William-Henry. That Com- 
mander, ftriftly enjoining filence on the fub- 
jeft, directed him to put his men under an 
oath of fecrecy and to prepare, without lofs 
of time, to return to the Head Quarters of the 
Army. Major Putnam obfcrved " he hoped 
** hisExcellency did not intend to negleft fo 
** fair an opportunity of giving battle, (hould 
** the enemy prefume to land" — '' What do 
" you think we fhould do here," replied the 
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General. Accordingly the next day he re- 
turned and the day after Colonel Monro was 
ordered from Fort Edward, with his regi- 
ment, to reinforce the garrifon. That offi- 
cer took with him all his rich baggage and 
camp equipage, notwithftanding Major Put- 
' nam's advice to the contrary. The day fol- 
lowing his arrival, ^he enemy landed and bc- 
fiegcd the place. 

The Marquis de Montcalm, Commander in 
Chief for the French in Canada (intending to 
take advantage of the abfence of a large pro- 
portion of the Britifli force, which he under- 
ftood to be employed under Lord Loudon a- 
\ gainft Louifbourg) had aflembled whatever 
men could bc*fpared from Ticonderoga> 
Crown Point and the other garrifons; with 
ihefe he had combined a confiderable corps of 
Canadians and a larger body of Indians than 
liad ever before been colleftcd : making in 
the whole an army of nearly eight thoufand 
men. Our garrifon confided of twenty-five 
hundred and was commanded by Colonel 
Monro, a very gallant officer ; who found the 
means offending exprefs after cxprefs to Gen- 
eral Webb, with an account of hisfituation 
and the moll preffingfolicitationforfuccour. 
In the mean time, the army. \t Fort Edwardj^ 
which originally amounted to about four 
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, thoufand, had been confiderably augmented 
by Johnfon's troops and the militia. On the 
8th or 9th day after the landing c^" the 
French, General Johnfon,(in conftquence of 
repeated applications) was fulFered to march 
for the relief of the garrifon, with all the 
Provincials, Militia and Putnam's Rangers : 
but before they had proceeded three miles, 
the order was countermanded and they re- 
turned. M* de Montcalm informed Major 
Putnam when a prifoner in Canada> that one 
of his running Indians faw and reported this 
movement 5 and, upon being q.ueftioned rela* 
tively to the numbers,anfwered in their figura- 
tive ftyle, ^^ If you ^an c^imt the leaves on the frees^ 
yoH can count themJ^ In eiFeft, the operatioais 
«f the fiege was fufpended and preparations 
made for re-imbarking, when another of the 
runners reported that the detachment had 
gone back. The Marquis de Montcalm, pro- 
vided with a good train of artillery^ meeting 
with no aBnoyance from the Britiih army, and 
but inconfiderable interruption fpom the garri- 
Ion, accelerated his approaches fo rapidly as to 
obtain poffcflionof the Fori, in a ihort time 
after completing the inveftiiure. . An inter- 
cepted letter from General Webb, advifing 
the furrender, was fent into the Fort to Colo- 
nel Monro by the French General. 

Da 
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Thb gatriibn engaged not to ferve for 

eighteen months and were permitted to march 
out with the honors of war. But the Sava- 
ges regarded not the capitulation, nor could 
they be reftrained, by the utmoft exertion of 
the Commanding Officer, from committing 
the moft outrageous afts of cruelty. They 
ftripped and plundered all the prifoners, and 
murdered great numbers in cold blood. 
Thofe, who cfcapcd by flight or the protec- 
tion of the French, arrived in a forlorn con- 
dition at Fort Edward : Among thefe was the 
Commardant of the Garrifon. 

Thb day fucceedlng this deplorable fcenc 
of carnage and barbarity. Major Putnam hav- 
ing been difpatched with his Rangers, to 
watch the motions of the enemy, came to the 
Ihore, when their rear was fcarccly beyond the 
reach of mufquetfhot. They had carried 
ofF all the cannon, ftores and water-craft. 
The Fort was demolifhed. The barracks, the 
out-houfes and futtlers booths were heaps of 
ruins. The fires, not yet extinft, and the 
fmoke, ofFenfive from the mucilaginous na- 
ture of the fuel, but illy concealed innumera- 
ble fragments of human Ikulls and bones, 
and, in fome inftances carcafes half-confum- 
cd. Dead bodies, weltering in bloody were 
every where to be fccn, violated with all the 
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Wnton mutilations of favage ingenuitf. 
Mort than one hundred women, fome with 
their brains dill oozing from the battered 
heads, others with their whole hair wrenched 
colle6tivel^ with the (kin from the bloody 
ikulls^ and rpany (with their throats cut) moft: 
inhumanly ftabbed and butchered i lay Grip- 
ped entirely naked, with their bowels torn 
out, and afforded a fpeftacle too horrible for 
defcription. 

Not long after this misfortune. General 
Lyman fucceeded to the command of Fort 
Edward. He relblved to ftrcngthcn it. For 
this purpofeone hundred and fifty men were 
employed in cutting timber. To cover 
them. Captain Little was polled (with lifty 
Britifli Regulars) at the head of a thick fwamp 
about one hundred rods eaftward of the Fort 
—to which his communication lay over a 
tongue of land, formed on the one tidt by the 
fwamp and by a creek on the other. 

One morning, at day break, a Centinel faw 
indiftinSly feveral birds, as he conceived, 
come from the fwamp and fty over him with 
incredible fwiftnefs. While he was ruminat- 
ing on thefe wonderful birds and endeavoring to 
form fome idea of their color, Ihapc and fize, 
an arrow buried itfelf in the linib of a tree 
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juft above his head. He now difcov erecNhc 
qujlity^ and defign of thefe winged meffen- 
gers efface, and gave the alarm. Inftantly 
the working party began to retreat along the 
defile. A large body of Savages, had con- 
cealed themfelves m the morafs before the 
guard was pofl:ed> were attempting in this way 
to kill the centinel without noife, wich defign 
to fui prize the whole partyr Finding the a- 
larm given, they rufhed from the coverr, (hot 
and tomahawked thofe who were ncareft at 
band, and prefled hard on the remainder of 
the unarmed fugitives. Captain -Little flew 
to their relief,, and,, by powing on the In- 
dians a well-timed fire> checked the purluit and 
enabled fuch of the fatigue- men as did not 
fall in the firft onfet,. to retire to the Fort. 
Thither he feat for afliftance,. his little papry 
being alraafl: over-powered by numbers. 
But the Comnrmndanty imagining that the 
main body of the enemy were approaching 
for a general aflault,. called in his out-pofts 
and fhut the gates. 

Major Putnam lay,, with his Rangers, on 
an IQand adjacent to the Fort^ Having heard 
the mufquetfy and learned that his friend 
Captain Little was in the utmoft peril, hfi 
plunged onto the river at the* head of his 
corps and waded through the water towaid* 
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^e place of engagement. This brought him 
fo near to the Fort, that General L#yman, ap- 
prized of his defign and unwilling that che 
lives of a few more brave men (hould be ex- 
pofed to what he deemed Inevitable deftruc- 
tion, mounted the parapet and ordered him ta 
proceed no farther. The Major only took 
time to (pake the befl: fliort apology he could 
and marched on. This is the only inftance 
in the whole* courfe of his military fervice, 
wherein he did not pay the ftrided obedience 
to orders ; and in this inftance his motive 
was highly commendable. But when fuctf 
conduft, even if fanftified by fuccefs, ispafT- 
ed over with impunity, it demonftrates that 
all is not right In the military fyftem. In a 
difciplined army» fuch as that of the United 
States became under General Waihington^ an 
officer guilty of a (lighter violation of orders, 
however elevated in rank or meritorious in 
fervice, would have been brought before the 
bar of a Court Martial. Were it not for the 
fed u6tive tendency of a brave man's example, 
I might have been fpared tlie mortification of 
making thefe remarks on tfie CQadu6l of an 
officer,^ whofe ^iftinguifliing charafteriftica* 
*were promptituae^for duty and love offubor- 
di%ition as well as cheerfulnefs to encounter 
every fpeciea of difficulty and danger4|[ 
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The Rangers of Putnam foon opened their 
way for a junftion with the little handful 
of* Regulars, who ftill obftinately maintained 
their ground. By his Advice the whole ru(h- 
ed impetuoufly with fhouts and huzzas into 
the fwamp. The Savages fled on every fide 
and were chafed, with no inconfiderable lofs 
on their part, as long as the day-lig^t lafted. 
On ours only one man was killed in the pur- 
fuit. His death was inrimediately revenged 
by that of the Indian who (hot him. This 
Indian was one of the Runners — ra chofen bo- 
dy of afti ve young men, who are nnade ufe of 
not only to procure intelligence and convey 
tidings, but alfo to guard the rear on a retreat. 

Here it will not be unfeafonable to rjien- 
tion fome of the cuftoms ia war, peculiar to 
the aborigines, which,* on the prefent as well 

• as other occafions, they put in praftice. 
Whenever a retreating, cfpecially, a flying 
party had gained the fummit of a rifing 
ground ; they fecreted one or two runners 
behind trees, copfcs or bulhes to fire at the 
enemy upon their afcending the hill. This 

' commonly occafioned the cymy to halt and 
form for battle. In the interim the runne^i. 
ufed fuch dexterity as to be rarely difcov|red,' 
or i|||l|^fcovered> they vanilhed. behina the 
height^pd rejoined their brother- warriors. 
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wfto, having thus ftolen a diftance, were of- 
tentimes feen by their purfuers no more. Or 
if the purfuers were too eager they feldom 
failed to atone for their ralhnefs by falling in- 
to an ambufcade. The Mohawks, who were 
afterwards much employed in fcouts under the 
orders of Major Putnam, and who were per- 
feftly verfed in all the wiles and ftratagems 
of their countrymen, fhewed him the mode 
of avoiding the evils of either alternative. 
In fufpicious thickets and at the borders of 
every confiderable eminence, a momentary 
paufe was made, while they, in different 
parts, penetrated or afcended with acautiouf- 
nefs that cannot be eafily defcribed. They' 
fcemed all eye and ear. When they found 
no lurking mifchief, they would beckon with 
the hand and pronounce the vord, " ow- 
** ISH," with a long labial hifling, the O being 
almoft quiefcent. This was ever the watch- 
word for the main body to advance. 

Indians, who went to war together and 
who for any reafon found it neceffary to fep- 
arate into different routes, always left two or 
three Runners at the place of feparation, to 
^jB^imely notice io either [^arty in cafe of 
p«Hp. ^ 

If a warrior chanced to ftraggic and lofc 



t 48 >: 



<Mk 



himfelF in the woods, or to be retarded by- 
accident or wound 5 the party miffing him 
would frequently, on their march, break 
down a bufli or a ihrub and leave the top 
pointing in the direftion they had gone, that 
the ftraggler, when he ihould behold it, might 
iliape hi5 courfe accordingly, 

* * 

We come to the campaign when General 
Abercrombic took the command at Fort Ed- 
ward. That General ordered Major Put* 
nam, with fixty men, to proceed by knd to 
South Bay on Lake George, (ot the purpofe 
of making difcoveries and intercepting the 
enemy's parties. The latter, in complyance 
with thefe orders, polled himfelf at Wood 
Creek, near its entrance into South Bay* On 
this bank, which forms a jutting precipice 
tell or twelve feet above the water, he ereftcd 
a ftone parapet thirty feet in length; and 
malked it with young pine-trees, cut at adif- 
tance, and fo artfully planted as to imirace 
the natural growth. From hence he fent 
back fifteen of his men, who had fallen fick« 
Diftrefs for want of provifions, occafioned by 
the length of march and time fpent on this 
temporary fortification, compelled htm ^P 
viatffiffom a rul€ he had edablifhed^ new to 
|)ermit*agun to be fired but at an enemy^ 
while on a fcoyt» He was aow obliged him^ 
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fclftoflioot abuck, which had jumped into 
the Creek, in order to eke out their fcanty 
fubfiftcnce until the fourth day after the com- 
pletion of the works. About ten o'clock 
that evening, one of the men on duty at the 
margin of the Bay informed him, that a fleet 
of bark canoes, filled ^with men, was fleering 
towards the mouth of the creek. He imme- 
diately called in all his centinels and ordered 
every man to his poft. A profound ftillnefs 
reigned in the atmofjflhere and the full moon 
fhone with uncoflimon brightnefs. The 
creek, which the enemy entered, is about fix 
rods wide, and the bank oppofire to the parapet 
above twenty feet high. It was intended 
to permit the canoes in front to pafs— they 
had accordingly juft pafled, when a (bidier ac- 
cidentally ftruck his firelock againft a ftone. 
The commanding officer in the van canoe 
heard the noife and repeated fcveral times the 
Savage watch-word OwisH ! Inftantly the 
canoes liuddled together^ with their centre 
precifely in front of the works, covering the 
creek, for aconfiderable diftance, above and 
below^ The officers appeared to be in deep 
confultation and the fleet on the point of re- 
turning 5 when Major Putnam, who had or- 
dered his men in the moft peremptory rnan- 
ner, not to fire untill be fhould fet the exam* 
jplc, gave the figaal by difcharglng his piece* 

. E 
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Tliey fired. Nothing could exceed the in- 
cxtdcable c^nfufion and apparent confterna- 
tion occafioned by this well concerted attack. 
But, at laft^ the en^my finding, from the un- 
frequency (though there was no abfolute. in- 
termiflion.) in the firing, that the number of 
our men mull befmall, refolved to land be- 
low and furround them. Putnam, apprehen- 
five of this from the movement, fent Lieute- 
cant Robert Durkee*, with twelve men, a- 
bout thirty rods down tJie creek, who arrived 
m time to repulfe the partf which attempted 
to land. Another fmall ddtachment, under 
Lieutenant Parfons, was ordered up the creek 
to prevent any fimilar attempt. In the mean 
time. Major Putnam, kept up (through the 
whole night) an inceffant and deadly fire on 
the main body of the enemy ; without receiv- 
ing any thing in return but (hot void of efFed, 
accompanied with dolorous groans, mifera- 
ble fliiieks and difmal favage yells. After 

* As the ftame of the brave Durkee will occur no 
more in thefe fheets, I may be indulged in mentioning 
his melancholy fate. He (urvived this war, and was ap- 
pointed a Captahi in that war which terminated in the 
acknowledgement of our Independence. In 1778 he 
was w«unded and taken prifoner by the Savages, at the 
battle of Wyoming on the Sufquehannah. Having 
been condemned to be blirnt, the Indians kept him in 
the flames with pitchforks, until ht expired in the moSt 
excruciating torments. 
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day-break he was advifed that one part of the 
enemy had efFefted a landing conQderably be- 
low, and were rapidly advancing to cut cfF 
his retreat. Apprifed'of the great fupcriori- 
ty ftilloppofed to him, as well as of the fitu- 
ation of his own foldiers, fomeof whom we/^ 
entirely deftitute of ammunition, and the reft 
reduced to one or two rounds per man, he 
commanded them to fwing their packs. By 
haftening the retreat, in good order, they had 
juft time to'retire far enough up the creek "to 
prevent being enciofed. During this long 
continued aftion, in ^hich the Americans 
had flain at leaft five times their own num- 
ber, only one Provincial and one Indian were 
wounded oa their fide. Thefe unfortunate 
men had been fent ofi^for camp in the night, 
with two men to affift them, and direftions 
to proceed by Wood Creek as the fafeft, 
though not the Ihorceft, route. But having 
taken a nearer way, they were purfued and 
overtaken by the Indians, who, from the 
blood on the leaves and bufhes, believed that 
they were on the trail of our whole party. 
The wounded, defpairing of mercy and una- 
ble to fly, infiftcd that the well foldiers fhould 
make their efcape, which, on a moment's de- 
liberation,^rhey effedted. The Provincial, 
whofe thigh was broken by a ball, upon the 
approach of the Ravages fired his piece a«d 
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illcd three of them ; after which he was 
quickly hacked in pieces. Thelndian, how- 
ever, was faved alive. This man. Major 
Putnam faw, afterwards, in Canada. Where 
he likewife learned that his enemy in the re- 
eiicounter at Wood Creek confifted of five 
hundred French and Indians, under the com- 
mand of the celebrated partizan Molang, 
and that no party, fince the war, had fuffered 
fo feverely, as more th^n one half of thofe 
who went out never returned. 

QvK. brave little company,. reduced to for- 
ty in number, had proceeded along'the bank 
of the creek about an hour's march, when 
Major Putnam, being in front, was firied up- 
on by a party juft at hand. He, rightly ap- 
preciating the advantage often obtained by 
afluming a bold countenance on a critical oc- 
cafion, in a ftentorophonic tone ordered his 
men to rufli on the enemy and promifed that 
I bey fhouldfoon give a good account of them. 
it proved to be a ftout of Provincials, who 
conceived they were firing upon the French j 
but the Commanding Officer, knowing Put- 
nam's voice, cried out " that they were all 
** friends." — Upon this the Major told him 
abruptly, ** that friends or enemies, they all 
" defcrved to be hanged for not killing more 
" when they had fo fair a fhot." In faft^ 
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but one man was mortally wounded. While 
thefe things were tranfafted, a faithful fol- 
dier,.whofe ammunition had been early ex- 
haufted, made his way to the^ Fort and gave 
fuch information, that General Lyman was 
detached with five hundred men to cover the 
retreat. Major Putnam met them at only 
twelve miles diftance from the Fort, to which • 
they returned the^ next day. 

In the winter of 1757, when Colonel Ha- 
viland was Commandant of Fort Edward, the 
barracks adjoining to the noKh-weft baftioa 
took fire. They extended within twelve feet 
of the Maojazine, .which contained three hun-^ 
dred barrels of powder. On its firft difcov^- 
ery, the fire raged with great violence. • The 
Commandant endeavored, in vain, by dif- 
cJiarging fome pieces of heavy artillery againit : 
thcfupportersof this flight of barracks, to le- 
vd them with the ground. Putnam arriv- 
ed from the IQand where he was ftariorK^d, at 
the moment when the blaze approached thc^t 
end which was contiguous la the Magazine. . 
Inftantly a vigorous acctrmpt was made to ex- 
tinguifh the conflagration. A way was o- 
pened by a poftern gate to the river, and tlie 
foldiers were erfiployed in bringir.g. water ; . 
which lie, ,, having mounted on a latidcr to the 
eves of the building, received and 'hrew up* 
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on the ffame. It continued^ nocwithftanding 
their utmoft cflferts^to gain upon them^ He 
flood, enveloped in fmoke^. fo near the fhcec 
of fire,: that a^p^r of thick blanket nnittens 
w«re burnt eajcirely from his hands— he was 
fupplied with another pair dipt in water,. 
Colonel Hiviland feai^ing that he would pe^ 
Ptfh in the flames,, called to him to come 
down. But he. entreated that he might be 
fuffer^d to»remain,, fince deftrudtion muft in- 
evitably, enfue if their exertions fhould be re- 
mitted. The gallant Commandant not lefs 
aftoniflied than charmed at the boldnefs of 
his^ conduct,. forbade any more effcfts to be 
carried out of the Fort,., animated the men to- 
redoubled diligence, and exclaimed ** if we , 
*' muft be blown up, we will go all together J'' 
At lafty.when the barracks were fcen to be 
tumbling, Putnam defcended, placed himfelf 
^t the interval,, and continued from an incefv 
fant rotation of repl en iflied buckets to poup 
water upon the Magazine. The outfide 
planlcs werealready confumed by the proximity 
of the fire j and as only one thickneis of ^im* 
ber iacervened^ the trepidation now became 
general and extreme .^ Putnann^ ftill undaunted,, 
covered with a cloud of cinders and fcorched 
Ivith the intenfity of the heat> maintained his^ 
pofition until the fire fubfided and the danger 
was wholly over^ He had contended for one 
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hour and an half with that terrible element. 
His legs, his thighs, his arras and his face 
were bliftered j and when he pulled off his 
fecond pair of mittens the Ikin from his hands 
and fingers followed them. It was a month 
before he recovered* The Commandant, to 
■whom his merits had before endeared him, 
could not ftifle the emotions of gratitude^ 
due to the man who had been fo mltrumental 
in preferving the Magazine, the Fort and the 
Garrifon. 

The repulfc before T1 CO nderoga took place 
in 175S. General Abercrombie, theBritilh 
Commander in Chief in America, conducted 
the expedition.. His army, which amounted 
to nearly fixreen thoufand Regulars and Pro- 
vincialsrwas^ amply fupplied with Artillery 
and military Stores.. This well- appointed 
corps palled over Lake George,^ and landed^ 
without oppofition, at the point of deftina- 
tion.. The tt-oops advanced in columns.^ 
L.ord Howe having Major Putnam with him, 
was in front of the center. A body of about 
five hundred men (the advance or pickets of 
the French army) which hid fled at firft, be- 
gan to fkirmilh with our left. ** Putnam,'* 
faid Lord Howe,. **^ what means that firing ?" 
'* I know not,..but with your Lordfliip's leave 
" will fee,"" repKed the former, V 1 will ac- 
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company you,*' rejoined the gallant young 
Nobleman.. In vain did Major Putnann at- 
tempt to diffuade hioi by faying— 7** My 
" Lord, if 1 am killed, . the lofs of my life 
*' will be of little confequence, , but the pre- 
" fervation of your's.is of.infinite importance 
" to this, army." The, only anfwer was, 
^^ Putnam, your life is as dear to you as mine 
" is to me; I am determined to go." One 
hundred of the van, under Major Putnam, 
filed off with Lord Howe. They foon met 
the left flank of the enemy's advance, by 
whofe firft fire his Lordfhip fell. — It was a 
lofs indeed 5 and particularly felt in the oper- 
ations v/bich occurred three days after-* 
wards. His^ manners and his. virtues, ha^ 
made him the idol of the army. From hijj 
firft arrival in America, he h^d accommoda-f 
ted* himfelf and his regiment to the peculiar 
nature of the fervice. Exemplary to the offi- 
cer, a friend of the foldier, the model of dif- 
cipline, he had not failed to encounter every 
hardfhip and hazard. Nothing could be 
more calculated to infpire men with the ralh 
animation of rage, or to liempcr it with the 
cool perfeverance of revenge, than the fight 

* He cut his hair fhort and induced the Regiment to 
follow the example. He faOiicned their cloathing for 
the adivity .of fervice, and divclled hinii^lf and them ot 
every article o^fupexAuous baggage. 
i 
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of fuch a hero, (6 beloved, fallen in his conn- 
ify's caiife. It had the cifeft. Putnam's 
party, having cut their way obliquely through 
the enemy's ranks, and having been joined by 
Captain D'EU with twenty men, together 
with fome other fmall parties, charged them 
fo fuiioufly in rear, that nearly three hundred 
were killed on the fpot and one hundred and 
forty-eight made prifoners. In the mean 
time, from the unlkillfulnefs of the guides, 
fome of our columns were bewildered. The 
left wing, feeing Putnam's party in their 
front, advancing over the dead bodies towards 
them, commenced a briflc and heavy fire, 
which killed a Serjeant and fcveral privates. 
Nor could they^ by founds orfigns, be con- 
vinced of their miftake, until Major Putnam, 
preferring (if Heaven had thus ordained it) 
the lofs ofhis own life to the lofs of the liyes 
of his brave affociates, ran through the midfi: 
of the flying balls and prevented the impend-* 
ing cataftrophe. 

The tender feelings, which Major Putnam 
poffefTtd, taught him to refpeft an unfortu- 
nate foe and to ftrive by every lenient art in 
his power to alleviate the miferies of war. 
For this purpofe he remained on the field, un- 
til it began to giow dark, employed in col- 
leding fuch of the enemy as were left wound-* 
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cd to one place ; he gave them all the liquor 
and little refrefliments which he could pro- 
cure; he furnifhcd to each of thenri a blank- 
et i he put three blankets under a French 
Serjeant who was badly wounded through the 
body, and placed him in an eafy pofture by 
the fide of a tree — the poor fellow could on- 
ly fqueezte his hand with an expreflive grafp. 
Ah," faid Major' Putnam, " depend upon- 
it, niy brave Soldier,, you fhall be brought 
to the c^mp as foon as^ poffible,. and the 
fame care Ih^ll be taken of you as if you 
" were my blother." — The next morning 
Major Rogers was fent to reconnoitre the 
field and to bring off the wounded, prifoners 
— but finding the wounded unabk to help 
themfelves, in order to f^ve trouble, he dif- 
patched every one of them to the world of 
Spirits. Putnam's was not the only heart 
that bled : The Provincial and Britifh Offi- 
cers who became acquainted with the fadk 
were ftruck with inexpreflible horror. 
* 

TicoNDEROGA is furro^inded on three fides 
by water, on the fourth, for fome diftancc 
extends a dangerous morafs, the remainder 
was then fortified with a line eio^ht feet high 
and planted with artillery. For one hundred 
yards in front, the plain wi^s covered with 
great trees, cut for the piirpofe of defences 
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whofe interwoven and Iharpened branches 
projeded outwards. Notwitftanding thrfe 
impediments, the Engineer, who had been 
employed to reconnoitre, reported, as his o- 
pinion, that the works might be carried with 
mufquetry. The difficulty and delay of 
dragging the battering cannon, over grounds 
almoft impradlicable, induced the adoption 
of this fatal ^dviee — to which, however, a ru- 
mour that the garrifon, already confifting of 
four or five thoufand men, was on the point 
of being augmented with three thoufand more, 
probably contributed. The attack was as 
Spirited in execution as ill-judged in defign. 
The affailants, after having been for more 
than four hours expofed to a moft fatal fire, 
without having made any impreffion by their 
reiterated and obftinate proofs of valor, were 
ordered to retreat. Major Putnam, who had 
afted as an aid in bringing the Provincial re- 
giments fucceffively to aftion, affifted in pre- 
ierving order. It was faid that a great num- 
ber of the enemy were fhot in the head, every 
other part having been concealed behind their 
works. The lofs on our fide was upwards of 
two thoufand killed and wounded. Twenty- 
five hundred ftands of arms were taken by 
the French. Our army, after fuftaining this 
havoc, retreated with fuch extraordinary pre- 
cipitation, that they regained their camp at 
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the fouthward of Lake George, the evening 
after the a£tion. 

The fucccfles, in other parts of America, 
made amends for this defeat. Louifbourg, 
after a vigorous fiege, was reduced by the 
Generals Amherft*and Wolf; Frontenac, a 
port of importance on the communication be- 
tween Lake Ontario and the St. Lajvrence, 
furrendered to Colonel Bradftreet; and Fort 
Dii (Jiiefne, fituated at the confluence of the 
Monongahcla with the Ohio (the pofleflion 
of which had kindled ^the flame of war, that 
>now fpread through the four quarters of the 
globe) wa3 captured by General Forbes. 

A few adventures, in which the public in- 
terefts were little concerned, but which from 
their pecnliarity appear worthy of being pre- 
ferved, happened before the conclufion of the 
year. As one day. Major Putnam chanced 
to lie, with a batteau and five men, on the 
cafl:ern Ihore of the Hudfon, near the Rapids, 
contiguous to which Fort Miller ftood j his 
n\en on the oppofite bank gave hirn to under- 
ftand that a large body of Savages were in his 
rear and would be upon him in a moment. — 
To ftay and be facrificed — to attempt croff- 
ing and be (hot— or to go down the falls, with 
an almoft abfolute certainty of being drown«^ 
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ed ; were the fple alternatives, that pfefcnted 
themfelves to his choice. So inftantaneouf* 
ly was the latter adopted^ that one man who 
had ranmbled a little from the party, was, of 
jicceffity, left, and fell a mifcrable victim 
to favage barbarity. The Indians arrived 
on the Ihore foon enough to fire many balls 
on the battcau before it could be got under 
way. No fooner had our batteau-men efcap-* 
ed, by favor of the rapidity of the current, 
beyond the reach of mulket (hot 5 than death 
feemedonJy to have been avoided in oneformj 
to be encountered in another, not lefs terrible. 
Prominent rocks, latent Ihelves,. abforbing 
eddies, and abrupt defccnts> for a quarter of 
a mile, afforded fcarcely the fmalleft chance 
of efcaping without a miracle. Putnam, 
trufting himfelf to a good Providence whofe 
kindnefs he had often experienced, rather 
tlian to men, whofe tendereft mercies arc eru* 
elty, was nowfeen to place himfelf fcdately at 
the helm> and afford an altonifhing fpec- 
tacle of ferenity : His companions, with 4 
mixture of terror, admiration and wonder, 
faw him, inceffantly changing the courfe, to 
avoid the jaws of ruin> that feemcd expanded 
to fwa-llow the whi-rling boat. Twice he 
turned it fairl-y round to fliun th€ rifts of rocks. 
Amidft thcfe 'eddies in which there was the 
gceateft danger of its foundering, at one mo* 

F 
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Tuent the fides were expofed to the fury of the 
waves ; then the ftern, and next the bow 
glanced obliquely onward, with inconceiva- 
ble velocity. — With not lefs amazement the 
Savages beheld him fometimes mounting the 
billows, then plunging abruptly down, at o- 
ther times Skillfully veering from the rocks, 
and fliooting through the only narrow paf- 
fage; until, at laft, they viewed the boat 
fafely gliding on the fmooth furface of the 
ftream below. At this fight, it is afferted, 
that thefe rude fons of nature were afFefted 
with the fame kind of fuperfticious venera- 
tion, which the Europeans in the dark ages 
entertained for fome of their moft valorous 
champions. They deemed the man invul- 
nerable, whom their balls (on his puftiing 
from (hore) would not touch; and whom 
they had feen (leering in fafety down the ra- 
pids that had never before been paflfed. They 
conceived it would be an affront againft the 
<jreat Spirit, to attempt to kill thi^ favored 
mortal with powder and ball, if they Ihould 
ever fee and know him again. 

In the month of Auguft, five hundred men 
were employed, under the orders of the Ma- 
jors, Rogers and Putnam, to watch the mo- 
tions of the enemy near Ticonderoga. At 
South Bay they feparated the party into two 
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equal divifions, and Rogers took a pofition 
on Wood Creek twelve miles dijftant from 
Putnam. Upon being, fon^ time after- 
wards^ difcovered,. they formed a re-union 
and concerted meafures for returning to Fort 
Edward • Their march through the woods, 
was in three divijions by files,, the right com- 
manded by Rogers,, the left by Putnam and 
the centre by Captain D'EIK The firft night 
they encamped oa tbe banks of Clear River^ 
about a mile from old Fort Ann, which had 
been formerly built by General Nicholfon. 
Next morning,^ Major Rogers arid a Britifli 
officer,, named lrwin> incautioufly fufFercd 
themrelvcSy.from a fpipit of falfe emulation^ 
to be engaged in^ firing at a mark. Nothing 
could have been more repugnant to the. mili- 
tary principles of Putnam than fuch condudt 5 
or reprobated by him. in more pointed terms.. 
Asfoon as the heavy dew which had fallen the 
preceding night would permit, the detach- 
ment moved in one body, Putnam being in 
front, D'Ell in center and Rogers in the rear.. 
The impervious growth of fhrubs and under- 
brufh that had fprung up,, where tht land had 
been partially cleared fome years before, oc- 
cafioned this change in the order of march ^ 
At the moment of moving, the famous French 
partizan Molang, who had been fent with 
five hundred men to intercept our party, waa 
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not more than one mile and an half diftant 
from them. Having heard the firing, he 
hailed to lay an ambufcade precifely in that 
part of the wood moft favorable to his pro- 
jedt. Major Putnam was juft emerging from 
the thicket into the common foreft, when the 
enemy rofe, and with difcordant'yells and 
whoops, commenced an a«ack upon the right 
of his dlvifion. Stirprifed, but undifmayed, 
Purnam'halted, returned the fire and paffed 
the word for the other divifions to advance 
for his fupporr. D'Ell came. The aftion, 
though widely fcattered and principally fought 
between man and man, foon greW general and 
intcnfely warm. It would be as difficult as 
vfclefs to defcribe this irregular and ferocious 
mode of fighting. Rogers came not up: 
but, as he declared afterwards, formed a cir- 
cular file between our party and Wood Creek 
to prevent their being taken in rear or enfi- 
laded. Succefsful as he commonly was, hrs 
conduft did not always pafs without unfavora- 
ble imputation. Notwithftanding it was a 
current faying in the camp, *• that Rogers 
*^ alwaysy?;//, but Putnam /^^ his men to ac- 
^* tion," yet, in juftice, it ought to be re- 
marked here, that the latter has never been 
known, in relating the frory of this day's dif- 
after, to affix any ftigma upon the conduft of 
the former- 
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Majpr Putnam, perceiving it would Be 
' imprafticable to crofs the Creek, determined 
to maintain his ground. Infpired by his ex- 
ample, the officers and men' behaved with 
great bravery :. fometimes they fought aggre- 
gately in open view, and fometimes indivi- 
dually under covers taking aim from behind 
tht bodies of trees and afting in a manner 
independent of each^ other.- For himfelf,. 
having difcharged his fuzee feveral times, at 
length it miffed fire, while the muzzle was 
preffed aganft the breaft of a large and well 
proportioned Savage*. This warrior^ avail- 
ing himfelf of tlie indefenfible attitude of his: 
adverfary,. with a tremendous war-whoop 
Iprang forward, with his lifted hatchet,, and- 
compelled him to fnrrender ; and having dif- 
armed and boumi.him fall to a tree,, returned: 
to the. battle- 

The intrepid Captains D ♦Ell and Harman,- 
who now commanded,, were, forced to sive 
ground for a little diftance:. the Savages,, 
conceiving thisvto be thecertain harbinger of 
viftory,ruflied impetuoufly on, with dreadful 
and redoubled cries.. But our two partizans>. 
colledting a handful of brav-e men, gave the 
purfuers fo warm a reception as to oblige 
them,/m turn, to -retreat a little beyond the 
fpot at which, the action had comnamecd,. 
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Here they made a (land. This change of 
ground occafioned the tree to \9hich Putnam 
was tied to be direftly between the fire of the 
two parties. Human imagination can hard- 
ly figure to itfelfa more deplorable fituation. 
The balls flew inceffantly from eitjier fide, 
many ftruck the tree, while fome paffed 
through the fleeves and fkirts of his coat. In 
ihis ftate of jeopardy, unable to move his 
body, to ftir his limbs or even to incline his 
head, he remained more than an hour. So 
equally balanced and fo obftinate was the 
fight! At one \ moment, while the battle 
fwerved in favor of the enemy, a young Sav- 
age, chofe ^n odd way of difcovering his hu- 
mour. He found Putnam bound. He 
might have difpatched him at a blow. But 
he loved better to excite the terrors of the 
prifoner, by hurling a tomahawk at his head 
— or rather it fhould feem his objeft was to 
fee how near he could throw it without touch- 
ing him — the weapon ftruck in the tree a 
number of times at a hair's breadth diftance 
fjrom the mark. When the Indian had fi- 
nilhed his amufement, a French. Bas-Officer 
(a much more inveterate favage by nature, 
though dcfeended from fo humane and polifh- 
cd a nation) perceiving Putnam, came up to 
him, and, levelling a fuzee within a foot of 
his breaft attempted to difcharge it 5 it miffed 
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fire— inefFeflually did the intended vidim, 
folicit the treatment due to his fituation, by 
repeating, that he was a prifoner of war. 
• The degenerate Frenchman did not under- 
ftand the language of honor or of nature : 
deaf to their voice and dead to fenfibility, he 
violently and repeatedly pufhed the muzzle 
of his gun againft Putnam's ribs, and finally 
gave him a cruel blow on the jaw with the 
.butt of his piece. After this daftardly deed' 
he left him. 

At length the active intrepidity of DT.ll 
and *Harman, feconded by the perfevering 
valor of their followers, prevailed. They 
drove from the field the enemy, who left a- 
bout ninety dead behind them. As they were 
retiring Putnam was untied by the Indian 
*who had made him prifoner and whom he af- 
terwards called mafter. Having been con- 
duced for fome diftance from the place of 
aftion, he ^was ftripped of his coat, veft;, 
.ftockings and (hoes ; loaded with as many of 
the packs of the wounded as could be piled 
upon him ; ftrongly pinioned, and his wrifts 
tied as clofely'together as they could be pull- 
ed with a cord. After he had marched, 
through no pleafant paths, in this painful 

♦ This worthy officer is ftill living at Mariborott^, 
in tke State Qf MaiTachufeUs. 



C 68 ) 

manner, for many a tedious mile; the party 
(who were excefBvely fatigued) halted toi 
breathe. His hands were now immoderate- 
ly fwelled from the tightnels of the ligature : 
and the pain had become intolerable. His- 
feet were fo much fcratched that the blood 
dropped fall from. them. Exhaufted with 
bearing a burden above his ftrength, and 
frantic with torments exquifite beyond en- 
durance V. he entreated the kifti Interpreter 
to implore as the laft and only grace he defir- 
ed of the Savages, that they would knock 
him on the head and take his fcalp at once, 
or loofc his hands. A French officer, in-- 
flantly interpofmg, ordered his hands to be- 
unbound and fome of the packs to^ be taken 
off. By thia time the Indian, who captured; 
ham and had been abfent with the wounded,, 
coming up^^gave him a pair of Mocalons and. 
expreffed great indignation at the unworthy, 
treatment his.prifoner had fufFered. 

Th.ax Savage Chief again returned to the- 
care of the wounded, and the Indians,, about 
two hundred in number,, went before the reft. 
of the party to the place where the whole were, 
that night, to encamp. They took with them 
Major Putnam,, on whom.(befidesinnumera-- 
ble other outrages) they had the barbarity to 
irjflift a deep wound with a tomahawk,_in the 
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left check. HJs fufFcrings were in this place 
to be conlummated. A fcene of horror, in- 
finitely greater than had ever niet his eyes be- 
fore, was now preparing. It was determined 
to roaft hinn alive. — For this purpofe they led 
him into a dark foreft, ftripped him naked, 
bound him to a tree and piled dry brufh with 
other fuel, at a fmall diftance, in a circle 
round him. They accompanied their labors, 
as if for his funeral dirge, with fcrcams and 
founds inimitable but by favage voices. 
Then they (ct the piles on fire. A fudden 
ihower damped the rifing flame. Still they 
drove tokiadleit, until, atlaft^ the blaze ran 
fiercely round the circle. Major Putnam 
foon began to feel the fcorching heat. His 
hands were fo tied that he could move his bo- 
dy. He often fiiifted fides as the fire ap- 
proached. This fight, at the very idea of 
which all but Savages muft fliudder, afibrded 
the higheft diverfion to his inhuman torment- 
ors, who demonftrated the delirium of their 
joy by correfpondent yells, dances and gcfti- 
culations. He faw clearly that his final hour 
was inevitably come. He fummoned all his 
refolution and compoied his mind, as far as 
the circumftances could admit, to bid an e* 
ternal farewell to all he held mod dear. To 
quit the world would fcarcely have coil a An- 
gle pang but for the idea of home, but for the 
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remembrance of domeftic endearments, af the 
afFedtionate.partner of his. fbu],. and of their 
beloved offspring. • His thought was ulti- 
mately fixed on a happier (late of exiftence, 
beyond the tortures he was beginning to en- 
dure. The bitternefs of death, even of that 
death which is accompanied with the kccneft 
agonies, was, in a manner,,paft — nature, with 
a- feeble ftruggle, was quitting its laft 
hold on fublunary things — when a French 
officer ruflied through the crowd, opened a 
way by fcattering the burning brands, and- un- 
bound the viftim. It was Molang himfelf-— 
to whom a Savage, unwilling to fee another 
human facrificc immolated, had runvandcom- 
municated the tidings. That Commandant 
fpurned and feverely reprimanded the barba- 
rians, whofe nofturnal Powwas and hellifh 
Orgies he fuddenly ended. Putnam did not 
want for feeling or gratitude. The French 
Commander, fearing to truft him alone with 
them, remained until he could deliver bimin 
■fafety into the hands of his mafter. 

The Savage approached his prifonerkind*- 
ty and feemed to treat him with particular af- 
feftion. He offered him fome hard bifcuit, 
but finding that he could not chew them, on 
account of the blow he had received from the 
Frenchrnan^j this more hunaane Savagc^foakcd 
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fomc of the bifcuit in water and made him 
fuck the pulp-like part. Determined, how- 
ever, not to lofe his captive (the refreshment 
being finiflied) he took the mocafons from 
his feet and tied them to one of his wrifts : 
then direfting him to lie down on his back 
upon the bare ground, he ftrerched one arm 
to its full length, and bound it faft to a young 
tree ; the other arm, was extended and bound 
in the fame manner — his legs were ftretched 
apart and fattened to two faplings. Then 
a number of tall, but flender poles were cut 
dt)wn ; which, with fome long buflies, werci 
laid acrofs his body from head to foot : on 
each fide lay as many Indians as could conve- 
niently find lodging, in order to prevent the 
poflibilityofhisefcape. In this difagreeablc 
and painful pofture he remained until morn- 
ing. During this night, the longeft and 
moft dreary conceivable, our hero ufed to re- 
late that he felt a ray of cheerfulnefs come ca- 
fually acrofs his mind, and could not even 
refrain from fmiling, when he refleftedon this 
ludicrous groupe for a painter, of which he 
'himfelf wa« the principal figure. 

< 
The next day he was allowed his blanket 
and mocafons, and permitted to march with- 
out carrying any pack, or receiving any in- 
iult. To allay his extreme huiiger, a little 
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bear's meat was given, which he fucked 
through his teeth. At night, the party ar- 
rived at Ticonderoga and the prifoner was 
placed under the care of a French guard. 
The Savagesy who had been prevented from 
glutting their diabolical thirft for bloody took 
every opportunity of manifefting their male- 
volence for the difappointment, by horrid 
grimaces and angry geftures ; but they were 
lufFered no more to offer violence or perfonai 
indignity to him, 

Afteji having been examined by the Mar- 
quis de Montcalm, Major Putnam was con- 
duced to Montreal by a French officer, who 
treated him with the greateft indulgence and 
humanity. 

At this place were feveral prifoners. Co- 
lonel Peter Schuyler, remarkable for his phi- 
lanthropy, generofity and friendfhip, was of 
the number. No fooner had he heard of Ma- 
jor Putnam's arrival, than he went to the In- 
terpreter's quarters and enquired, whether he 
had a Provincial Major in his cuftody ? He 
found Major Putnam in a comfortlefs condi- 
tion — without coat, wavlhoat or hoft — the 
remnant of his clothing mi lerably dirty and 
ragged — his beard long and fqualid— »his legs 
torn by thorns and briars — his face gafhed 
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with wounds, and fwollen with bruifes. Co- 
lonel Schuyler, irritated beyond all fufFerance 
at fuch a fight, could fcarcely rcftrain his 
fpeech within limits, confident with the pru- 
dence of a prifoner and the meeknefs of a 
chriftian. Major Putnam was immediately 
treated according to his rank, cloathed in a - 
decent manner, and fupplied with money by 
that liberal and fynopathetic patron of the 
diftreffcd. 

The capture of Frontenac by General 
Bradftreet afforded occafion for an exchange 
of prifoners. Colonel Schuyler was compre- 
hended in the cartel. A generous fpirit can 
never be fatisfied with impofing tafks for its 
generofity to accomplifh. Apprebenfive, if 
it fhould be known that Putnam was adiftin- 
guifhed partizan, his liberation might be re- 
tarded, and knowine that there were officers, 
who, from the length of their captivity, had 
a claim of priority to exchange ; he had, by 
his happy addrefs, induced the Governor to 
offer, tfiat whatever officer he might think 
proper to nominate, fhould be included in the 
prefent cartel. With great politenefs in 
manner, but feeming indifference as to ob- 
jeft, he expreflfed his warmefl acknowledge- 
'ments to the Governor and faid : "There is 
*^ an old man here> who is a Provincial Ma- 

G 
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*'' j,or and wiffics to be at home with his wife 
^ andchildrcD* He can do no good here, 
*^ or any where elfe : 1 believe your Excel- 
<^ lency had better keep fonae of the young 
" tDen> who have no wife or children no care 
** for, and let the old fellow go hoaie with 
** me:." This jxiftifiable fiacffe had the dc* 
fired effeft. 

At the houfe of Colonel Schuyler, Major * 
Putnam became acquainted with Mrs. Howe, 
a fair captive, whofe hiftory would not be read 
without emotion If it could be written in th« 
feme affedling manner, in which I have often; 
heard.it told. She was ftill young and hand- 
fome herfelf, though (he had two daughters of 
marriageable age. Diftrefs, which had tak- 
en fomewhat from the original redundancy of 
her bloom and added a foftening palenefs to 
her cheeks, rendered her appearance the more 
engaging. Her face, that feemed to have 
been formed for the afTemblage of dimples 
and fmiles, was clouded with care. The 
natural fweetnefs was not, however, foured 
by dcfpondency and petulance ; but chaften- 
ed by humility and refignation. This mild 
daughter of forrow looked as if ftie had known 
the day of profperity^ when ferenity and glad- 
nefs of foul were the inmates of her bofom. 
That day was paft, and the once lively . fca- 
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turcs now affumed a tender melancholy, which 
wicneifcd her irreparable lofs. She needed 
not the cuftomary weeds of mourning or th« 
fallacious pageantry of woe to prove her wi- 
dowed date. She was in that ftage of afflic- 
tion, when the excefe is fo far abated as to per- 
mit the fubject to be drawn into convcrfation 
withgut opening the wound afrefh. It is then 
rather a fource of pleafure than pain to dwell 
upon the circumftances in narration. Every 
thing/ronfpired to make her (lory interefting. 
Her firft hufband had been killed and fcalpaiv 
by the Indians fome years before. By an un- 
expected afTauk in 1756 upoa Fort Dummer, 
where (he then happened to he prefent with 
Mr. Howe her fecond hufhand, the Savages 
carried the Fort, murdered the greater part 
of the garrifon, mangled in death her kuf- 
band and led her away with {tvtn children 
into captivity. She was for fome months 
kept with them : uad during theic rambles 
flie was frequently on> the point of perifhing 
with hunger, and as often Tubjedled to hard- 
* Ihips fecmingly intolerable to one of fo deli- 

cate a frame. Some time after the career of 
her miferies began> the Indians felefted a 
couple of their yoqng men to marry her 
daughters.. The fright and difguft which the 
intelligence of this intention occafioned to 
thefe poor young creatuies added infinitely 
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to the forrows and perplexities of their fran- 
tic mother. To prevent the hated connexion 
all the aftivity of female refource was called 
into exertion. She found an opportunity of 
conveying to the Governor a Petition that 
her daughters might be received into a con- 
vent for the fake of fecuring the falvation of 
their fouls. Happily the. pious fraud fuc- 
cecded. 

About the fame time the Savages feparat- 
'•€d and carried off her five other children into 
different tribes. She was ranfomed by an el- 
derly French officer for four hundred livres. 
Of no avail were the cries of this tender mo- 
ther-^a mother defolated by the lofs of her 
children, who were thus torn from her fond 
ertibraces and removed many hundred miles 
from each other, into the utmoft receffes of 
Canada. With them (could they have been 
kept together) fhe would moft willingly have 
wandered to the extremities of the world, and 
accepted ss a defirable portion the cruel lot 
of flavery for life. But Ihe was precluded 
from the fVeet hope of ever beholding them 
again. The infufferable pang of parting and 
the idea of eternal feparation planted the ar- 
rows of defpair deep in her foul. Though 
all the world was no better than a defert, and 
all its inhabitants were then indifferent to her 
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— ^yet thelavelinefs of her appearance in for- 
row had awakened afFeftions, which, in the 
ago-ravacion of her troubles> were tx) become 
a- new fource of afBiclions. 

The officer, who bought her of the In- 
dians, had a fon who alfo held a commiffioFi 
and refided with his father. During her con- 
tinuance ia the fame houfe,. at St^ John's, the 
double attachment of the father and the foa 
rendered her fituation extremely diftreffing. 
It is true the cahimefs of age ddighted xxy' 
gaze refpeftfully on- her beauty,, but the im- 
pecuofity of youth was^ fired to madnefs by- 
the fightof her charms. One- day the fon, 
whofe attentions had been long lavilhed up- 
on her in vain,. finding her alone in> a cham- 
ber,. forcibly feized her hand^ and folemnly 
declared that he would now fatiate the paffion. 
which (he had fo long refufed to indulge. 
She. recurred to intreatiesy.ftrugglesand tears, 
thofe prevalent female weapons,, which tbe^ 
diftraftion of danger not lefs than the prompt- 
nefs of genius is wont to fupply: while he, 
in the delirium of vexation and defire, fnatcb- 
ed a dagger and- fwore he would put an end 
to her life if Ihe perfifted to ftruggle. Mrs. 
Howe,, affuming the dignity of confcious 
virtue, told him it was what flie moft ardent- 
ly wilhed, and begged him to plunge the- 

G z. 
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poignard through her hearty fincc the muttJal 
importunities and jealoufies of fuch rivals had 
rendered her life, though innocent, mor^irk- 
fome and infupportable than death itfelf. 
Struck with a momentary compunftion, he 
feemed to relent and to relax his hold — and 
ihe, availing hcrfelf of his irrefolution or ab- 
fence of mind, efcaped down the flairs. In 
her difordered ftate, Ihe told the whole tranf- 
aftion to his father : who direfted her in fu- 
ture to fleep in a fmall bed at the foot of that 
in which his wife lodged. The affair foon 
reached the Governor's ears, and the young 
officer was, fhortly afterwards, fent on a tour 
of duty to Detrmt. 

This gave her a Ihort refpi te ; bu t fhe dread- 
ed his return and the humiliating infults for 
which Ihe might be refcrved. Her children, 
too, were ever prefent to her melancholy 
miad. A ftranger, a widow, a captive, ihe 
knew not where to apply for relief. She had 
heard of the naoieof Schuyler — flie was yet 
to learn that it was only another appellation 
. for the friend of fuffering humanity. As that 
excellent man was on his way from Quebec 
to the Jerfeys, under a parole for a limited 
time, ihe carne with feeble and trembling 
fteps to him. The fame maternal paffion, 
which, foraetimes, overcon^s the timidity of 
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nature in the birds when plundered of their 
callow neftlings, emboldened her, notwith- 
ftandinghcr native diffidence, to difclofe thofe 
griefs which were ready to devour her in fi- 
lence. While her delicate afpeft was height- 
ened to a glowing blulh, for fear of offending 
by an inexcufeabk importunity, or of tranf- 
grefling the rules of propriety by reprefent- 
ing hcrfelf as being an objeft of admiration 3 
fhe told, with artlefs fimplicity, all the ftory 
of her woes. Colonel Schuyler from the mo- 
ment became her protestor and endeavored 
to procure her liberty. The perfon who pur- 
chafed her from the Savages, unwilling to 
part with fo fair a purchafe, demanded a thou- 
land livres as her ranfom. But Colonel 
Schuyler, on his return to Quebec, obtained 
from the Governor an order, in confequence 
of which Mrs. Howe was given up to him for 
four hundred livres — Nor did his adlive 
goodnefs reft, until every one of her five fons 
was reftored to her. 

BusiNEs.s having made it ncceflary that 
Colonel Schuyler fliould precede the prifon- 
crs who were exchanged, he recomrpended 
the fair captive tothfc protedion of his friend 
Putnam. She had juft: recovered from the 
meazles when the party was preparing to fet 
ofF for. New- England. By this time the 
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young French officer had returned, with his- 
paflion rather encreafed than abated by ab^ 
fence.. * He purfued her wherefoever fhc 
wenr^ and> ahhough he could make no ad- 
vances in her afFedion, he feemed refolved by 
perfeverance to carry his point. Mrs. Howe 
terrified by his treatment was obliged to keep 
conftantly near Major Putnam, who inform- 
ed the young officer that he fhould prote6l 
that lady at the rifque of his life. However,, 
this amorous and rafh lover,. in whole boiling 
veins fuch an agitation was excited^^ that while 
he was fpeaking of her the * blood w^ouid 
frequently guffi from his noftrils,. followed 
the prifoners to Lake Champlain, and when 
the boat in which the fair captive was embark- 
ed had pufhed from the fhore, he jumped in- 
to the Lake and fwam after her until it row- 
ed out of fight. Whether he periflied in this 
diftra6ted llate of mind or returned to the 
fhore is not known.. 

In the long march from captivity, through, 
an inhofpitable wildernefs, encumbered with 
five fmart children, j9ie fufFered incredible 
hardlhips. Though, endowed with mafcu- 

* This phyfical elFeft> wonderful as it may appear^ 
h {o far from being a fiflitious embellifhnient, that it can 
be proved bv the molt folemn teilimon)' of more than 
tne perfoa ftiii living. 
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line fortitude, flie was truly feminine in 
ftrength and muft have fainted by the way, 
had it not been for the afliftance of Major 
Putnam. There were a thoufand good offi- 
ces which the helpleflhefs of her condition de- 
manded and which the gentlenefs of his na- 
ture delighted to perform. He affifted in 
leading her little ones and in carrying them o- 
verthefwampy grounds and runs of water, 
with which their courfe was frequently in- 
terfered. He mingled his own mefs with 
that of the widow and the fatherlefs, and af- 
fifted them in fupplyins; and preparing their 
proyifions. Upon arriving within the ftt" 
elements they experienced a reciprocal regret 
at feparation, and were only ccnfoled by the 
expeftation of foon mingling in the embraces 
of their former acquaintances anddearcft con- 
nexions. 

' After thcconqueftof Canada in 1760, 
flie made a journey to Quebec in order to 
bring back her two daughters whom fhe had 
left in a convent. She found one of them 
married to a French officer. The other, 
having contrafted a great fondnefs for the 
religious fifterhood, with reluftance confent- 
cd to leave them and return . 

A FEW years previous to the war between 
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Great Britain and America, a queftion of 
fome confequence arofe refpe&ing the title of 
the lands in Hinfdalc (the town in which 
Mrs. Howe refided) infomuCh that it was 
deemed expedient, that an Agent fliould be 
fent to England to advocate the claim of the 
town. It may be mentioned as a proof of the 
acknowledged fuperiority of the underftand- 
ing andaddrefs of thi'S gentlewoman, that (he 
was univerfally defignated for the miflion. 
B«t the difpute was fortunately accommoda- 
ted to the fatisfa^ion of the people, without 
their being obliged to make uieof her talents. 

We now arrive at the period, when the 
prowefe of Britain, victorious, alike by fea 
and by land, in the new and in the old worlds 
had elevated that name to the zenith of na- 
tional glory. The conqueft of Quebec, o- 
pened the way for the total redudion of Can- 
ada. On the fide of the Lakes, Amherft 
having captured the pofts of Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, applied himfelf to ftrcngth- 
en the latter. Putnam, who had been raifed 
to the rank of a Lieutenant Colonel andpre- 
fent at thefe operations, was employed the 
remainder of this and fome part of the fuc- 
ceeding feafon in fuperintending the parties, 
which were detached to procure timber and 
other materials for the fortification. 
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In 1760 General Amherft, a fagacioui, 
humane and experienced commander, planned 
the termination of the war in Canada, by a 
Woodlefs conqueft. For this purpo-fe, three . 
armies wcredcttinedto co-operate by different 
routes againft Montreal, the only remaining 
place of ftrength the enemy held in that 
country. The Corps formerly conrmaandcd 
by General Wolf, now by General Murray^ 
was ordered toafcend the river St. Lawrence; 
another (under Col. Haviland) to penetrate 
by the llle aux Noix; and the third, confining 
of about ten thoufand men, commanded by 
the General himfelf, after pafling up the Mo- 
hawk piver and taking its courfe by the lake 
Ontario, was to form a junftion by falling 
down the St. Lawrence. In this progrefs, 
more than one occafion prefented itfclf to 
manifeft the intrepidity and foldierfhip of ' 
Lieutenant Colonel Putman. Two armed 
veiTelS'Obftrufted the paflage and prevented 
the attack on Ofwegatchie. Putnam, with 
1000 men, in 50 batteaux, undertook 
to board them. This dauntlefs officer, ever 
fparingof the blood of others, as prodigal of his 
own, to accomplifh it with the lefs lofs, put 
himfelf (with a chofen crew, a beetle and 
. wedges) in the van with a defign to wedge ^ 
the rudders, fo that the veflcls fliould not be 
able to turn tljeir broadfides or perform any 
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Other manoeuvre. All the men in his little 
fleet were ordered to ftrip to their waift coats 
and advance at the fame time. He promi- 
fed, if he lived, to join and {hew them the way 
up the fides. Animated by fo daring an ex- 
ample, .they moved fwiftly, in profound ftil- 
nefs, as to certain viftory or death. The ^ 
people on board the fhips, beholding the 
good countenance with which they approach- 
ed, ran one of the veflels on Ihore and ftruck 
the colours of the other. Had it not been 
for the daftardly condudl of the fhip's company 
in tlie latter, who compelled the Captain to 
haul down his enfign, he would have given 
the aflailants a bloody reception. For the 
veflels were well provided with fpears, net- 
tings and every cuftomary inftrument of an- 
noyance as well as defence. 

It now remained to attack the fortrefs, 
which flrood on an Ifland and feemed to have 
been rendered inacceffible by an high abbat- 
tis of black-afli, that every where projeded 
over the water. Lieutenant Colonel Put- 
nam propofed a mode of attack and offered 
his lervices to carry it into efftft. The Gen- 
eral approved the propofal. Our partizctn, 
accordingly, caufed a fufBcient number of 
boats to be fitted for the cnterprize. The* 
fides of each boat were furrounded with fuf- 
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cincs (mufqnet proof) which covered the 
men compleatly. A wide plank, twenty feet 
in length, was then fitted to every boat in 
fuch manner, by having an angular piece faw- 
ed from one extremity, that when fattened by 
ropes on both fides of the bow, it might be 
raifed or lowered at pleafure. The defign 
was that the plank Ihould be held ereft, while 
the oarfmen forced the bov/ with their utmoft 
exertion againft the abatis ^ and that, af- 
terwards being dropped on the pointed 
bru(h, it fliould fervc as a kind of bridge to 
allift the men in pafling over thenn. iJeute- 
nant Col. Putnam, having ms^e hrs difpofi- 
tions to attempt the efcalade in many places 
at the fame moment, advanced with his boats 
in admirable .order. The garrifon, perceiv- 
ing thefe extraordinary and unexpefted ma- 
chines, waited not the affault, but capitulated. 
Lieutenant Colonel Putnam was particularly 
honored by General Amherft, for his ingenu- 
ity in this invention, and promptitude in its 
execution. The three armies arrived at 
Montreal, within two days of each other; and 
the conqueft of Canada became compleat, 
without the lofs of a fingie drop of blood. 

At no great diftance from Montreal ftands 
the Savage village, called Cochnawaga^. 
Here our partizan fdund the Indian ChicG^ 

H 
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iF/ho had formerly made him prifoner. That 
Indian was highly delighted to fee his old 
acquaintance, whom he entertained in his 
own well-built ftone houfe, with, great friend- 
fhip and hofpitality 5 while his gueft did not 
difcover lefs fatisfaftion in an opportunity of 
fliaking the brave Savage by the hand and 
proffering him proteftion in this reverfe of'his 
military fortunes. 

When the belligerent powers were con- 
fiderablv exhaufted, a rupture took place be- 
twear^ (j^ejtt Britain and Spain in the month 
of January 17^2, and an expedition was 
formed that campaign, under Lord Alber- 
marle, againft the Havannah. A body of 
Provincials, compofcd of five hundred men 
from the Jerfeys,. eight hundred from New- 
York and one thoufand from Conncfticut, 
joined his Lordfhip. General Lyman, who 
raifcd the regiment of one thoufand men in * 
Connefticut, being the fenior officer, com- 
manded'the whole: of courfe the immediate 
command of his regiment devolved upon 
Lieutenant Colonel Pucman. The fleet, that 
carried thefe troops, failed from New- York 
and arrived fafely on the coaft of Cuba. 
There a terrible ftorm arofe, and the tranf- 
port, in which Lieutenant Colonel Putnam 
had embarked with five hundred men, was 9 
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wrecked on a rift of craggy rocks. The 
weather was fo tempeftuous and the furf, 
which ran mountain-high, daflied with fuch 
violence againftthe (hip, that the rTK>ft expe- 
rienced feamen expefted it would foon part 
afunder. The reft of <;he fleets fo far from 
being able to afford affiftance, with diffiGulty 
rode out the gale. In this deplorable fitua- 
tion, as the only expedient by which they 
could be faved> ftrift order was nrvaintained 
and all thofe people, who beft under ftood the 
ufe of tools, inftantly employed in conftruft- 
ing rafts from fpars, plank and whatever oth- 
er materials could be procured, Thef€ hap- 
pened to be on board a large quantity of 
ftrong cords (the fame that are ufed ia the 
whale fifliery) which, being fattened to the 
rafts, after the firft had with inconceivable 
hazard reached the fltiore, were of infinite fer- 
vice in preventing the others from driving 
out to Tea, as alfo in dragging them athwart 
the billows to the beach : by which means, 
every man was finally faved. With the 
fame prefenceof mind to take advantage of 
circumftances and the fame precaution to pre- 
vent confufion, on fimilar occaiions, how ma- 
ny valuable lives, prematurely loft, might 
have T)e€n prefer ved as bleflings to their fa- 
milies, their friends, and their country. As 
fooA as all were landed^ lieutenant Colonel 
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Putnam fortified his camp, that he might not 
be^cxpofed to infult from the inhabitants of 
ihe neighbouring diftricts or from thofe of 
Carthagcna, who were but twenty-four miles 
diftant. I'lere the party remained unmoleft- 
cd feveral days, untiWthe ftorm had io much 
^abated, as to permit the convoy to take them 
off. They foon joined the troops before the 
Havannah, who, having been feveral weeks 
in that unhealthy climate, already began to 
grow extremely * fickly. The opportune 
arrival of the Provincial reinforcement, in 
perfeft healrfir, contributed not a little to for- 
ward the works, and haften the reduftion of 
that important place. But the Provincials 
fuftered fo miferably by ficknefs, afterwards, 
that very few ever returned to their native 
land a»ain. 

Although a general peace among the Eu- 

* Colonel Haviland (anaccoirplifned officer feveral 
.times mentioned ii; ihefe memoirs) who brought to A- 
n)erica a regiment of one thoufand Irifli veternns, had 
but feventy men remaining alive when he left the Ha- 
van. Colonel Haviland, during this iiege, having once 
with his regimep-t engaged and routed £ve hundred Spa- 
niards, met Colonel Putnam on his return and faid— 
Putnam* give me a pinch of fnufF.*' *' I never car- 
ry any,** returned Putnam.—** I have always jufl: 
«' fuch luck,'* cried llaviiand, ** the rafcally Spaniards 
^* have ihot away my pocket, fnuff-box and ail/' 
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ropcan powers was ratified in 1763^ yet the 
favages on our weftern frontiers ftill continu- 
ed their hoftilities. After they had taken fe- 
veral pofts. General Bradftreet w-as fent in 
1764 with an arreiy againft them. Colonel 
Putnam,, then for the firft time appointed to* 
the command of a regiment, was on the ex- 
pedition J as was the Indian Chief (whom I 
have feveral times had oecafion to mention 
as his capturerj at the head of one hundred 
Cochnawaga warriors. Before General Brad- 
ftreet reached Detroit^ which the favages in- 
vefted. Captain D'Ell,.the faithful friend and 
intrepid fellow- foldier of Colonel Putnam;, 
had. been flain in a defperate fally. He, hav- 
ing been detached with five hundred men in 
r7 63, by General Amherft^ to raife the fiege, 
found means of throwing the fuccowr into the 
fort. But the garrifon (commanded by Ma- 
jor Gladwine, a. brave and ftnfible officer) 
had been fo much weakened^.by the lurking 
and infidious mode of war prafticed by the 
favages,. that not a man could be fpared to 
co-operate in an attack upon them. The 
commandant would even have diffuaded 
Captain D- Ell from the attempt, on account 
of the gr^at difparity in numbers ; but the 
latter, relying on the difcipline and courage 
of his men, replied *^' God forbid that I 
** Ihouldev^rdifobey the orders of my G«n- 
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" era),'* and immediately difpofed them for 
aftion. It was obftinate and bloody. But 
the vaftly fuperior number of the favages 
enabled them to enclafe Captain D'ElTs par- 
ty on eyery fide, and compelled him finally 
to fight his way in retreat from one ftone- 
houfe to another. Having halted to breathe 
a moment, he faw one of his braved fergeants 
lying at a fmall diftance wounded through 
the thigh and wallowing in his blood. Where- 
upon he defired fome of the men to run and 
bring the fergeant to the houfe,. but they de- 
clined it; Then declaring " that he never 
" would leave fo brave a fofdier in the field> 
'^ to be tortured by the favages,*' he ran and 
endeavored to help him up — at the inftant, a 
volley of fhot dropped them both dead toge- 
ther. The party continued retreating from 
houfe to houfe until they regained the fort ; 
where it v;as found the confliA had been fo 
fharp and lafted fo long, that only fifty men 
remained alive of the five hundred who had 
fallicd. 

Upon the arrival of General Bradftreet, 
the Savages faw that all further efforts in arms 
would be vain, and, accordingly, after many 
fallacious propofals for ^ peace, and frequent 
tergiverfations in the negotiation, they con- 
cluded a treaty, v^hich ended the war in A- 
merica. 
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Colonel Putnam, at the expiration of. 
ten years from his firft receiving a Commif- 
fion, after having fecn as much fervice, en- 
dured as many hardihips, encountered as 
many dangers and acquired as many laurels 
as any officer of his rank, with great fatisfac- 
tion, laid afide his uniform and returned to 
his plough. The various aad uncommon 
fcenesofwar in which he had afted a rel- 
peftable part^his iniercourfe with the world 
and intimacy with fome of the firft charafters 
in the army, joined with occafional reading, 
had not only brought into view whatever ta- 
lents he pofleiTed from nature, but, at the ' 
fame time, had extended his knowledge and 
polifhed his manners to a confiderable degree. 
Not having become inflated with pride or for- 
getful of his old connections, he had the good 
fortune to polTcfs entirely the good will of his 
fellow citizens. No charafter flood fairer in 
the public eye for integrity, bravery and pa- 
triotifm. He was employed in fevcral offices 
in his own town and not unfrequently elefted 
to reprefent it in the General AflTembly. 
The year after his return to private life, the 
minds of men were ftrangely agitated, by an 
attempt of the Britiffi Parliament, to intro- 
duce the memorable Stamp Aft in America. 
This germe of policy, whofe growth was re- 
prefled by the moderate temperature in which 
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it was kept by fome adminiftrations^ dU not: 
fully difclofe its fruit until nearly eleven 
years afterwards. All the world knows how 
it tlien ripened into a. civil, war. 

On the twcnty-fecend day of March 1^765 
the Stamp Aft received the royal affent. Ic 
was to take place in America, an the firft day 
of November following.. This innovatioa 
fpread. a fudden anduniverfal alarm. The 
political pulfe in the Provinces, from Main, to 
Gecrguty throbbed in fympathy. The Af- 
femblies in moft ofthefe colonies^ that they 
might oppofe it legally and in concert, ap- 
pointed Delegates to confer together on the* 
fiibjeft. This firft Congrefs met,, early in. 
Gftober, at New-York. They agreed upon^ 
a Declaration of Rights and Grievances of 
the Colonifts ; together with fepalrate Ad- 
drefles to the King,. Lords and Commons or 
Great Britain. In the mean time,, the people 
had determined, in order to prevent the 
ftamped paper from being ditlributed,. that 
the Stamp Matters fliould: not enter on the 
execution of their oiEce. That appoint- 
ment, in Connefticut, had been conferred 
upon Mn Itigerfol,^^ very dignified, fenfible 
and learned native of the colony;. who,.upoa 
being folirited to refign, did not,, in the firft 
inftance,. give a fatisfaftory aafwer. In con>- 
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fequencc of which, a great number of the fub- 
ftantial yeomanry, on horfeback, furniflied 
with provifions for themfelves, and proven- 
der for their horfes, affembled in the eallern 
counties and began their march for New-Ha- 
ven to receive the- refignation of Mr. Inger- 
fol. A junftion with another body was to 
have been formed in Branford. But having 
learned at Hartford, that Mr. Ingerfol would 
be in town the next day to claim prote6lion 
from the AflTembly, they took quarters there 
and kept out patroles during the whole night, 
to prevent his arrival without their know- 
ledge. The fucceeding morning they refu- 
med their march and met Mr. Ingerfol in 
Wethersfield. They told him their bufinefsi 
and he, after fome little hefitation, mounted 
on a round table and read his refignation*. 

• The curious may be pleafcd to know that the 
Refignation was exprelTed in thefe explicit terms : 

IVethersJieU, Septemher gth, 1 765. 

*' I do hereby promife, that I never will receive any 
•* damped papers which may arrive from Europe, in 
*^ confequence of an A^l lately paiFed in the Parliament 
«' of Great Britain ; nor officiate as Stamp Matter or 
" Didributor of Stamps, within the colony of Connec- 
*' ticut, either direftly or indireftly. And I do hereby 
** notify to all the Inhabitants of his Majcfty/s Colony of 
'^ Conne^icut (notwithHanding the faid oihce or truH 
<< has been committed to me) not to apply to me, ever 
^' after, for any ftampei paper ; hereby declarihg that I 
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That fini{hed> the multitude defired hirn. to 
cry out " liberty and property" three times ; 
which he did, and was anfwered by three 
loud huzzas. He theri dined with fome of • 
the principal men at a tavern, by whom he 
was treated with great polif enefs, and after- 
wards was efcorted by about five hundred 
horfe to Hartford : where he again read his 
refignation amidft the unbounded acclama- 
tions of the people. I have chofen to ftyle 
this colledtion the yeomanry y the muUiiudey or 
the people^ becaufe I could not make ufe of 
the Englifli Word mob (which generally fig- 
nifies a diforderly concurrence of the rabble) 
without conveying. an erroneous idea. It is 
fcarcely neceffary to add, that the people, their 
objeft being efFe<5ted, without offering diftur- 
bancc, difperfed to their homes*. 

*' dqr/Jtgnthe /aid officer and execute thi/e Presents. 
'* ofmyowQ FREE WILL AND ACCORD^ wlthout an/ 
** cq[ui vocation or mental refervation^ 

•* in W^itncft whereof 1 have hereunto fet my hand, 

J. INGERSOL. 

• To give- a trait of the urbanity that prevailed, it 
may not be amifs to mention a j«il that pafled in the ca- 
valcade to Hartford, and was received with the moll per- 
fect good humor. Mr. Ingerfol, who, by chance rode a 
white horfe, being aiked ** what he thought, to find 
•' himfelf attended by fuch a retinue ?*' — replied, *' that. 
** he had now a clearer idea than ever he had before 
^* concei'/ed, of that paflage in the Revelations, which 
*•* defcribes, D^atk on a pale horje and Hsll following him..^ ^ 
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Colonel Piitnam, who inftigated the peo- 
ple to theie meafures, was prevented from at- 
tending by accident. But he was deput- 
ed foon after, with two other gentlennen, to 
wait on Governor Fitch on the fame fubjedt. 
The queftions of the Governor and anfwers 
of Pucnam will fervc to indicate the fpirit of 
the times. After fome converfation, the Go- 
vernor afked, " what he (hould do if the 
(lamped paper ftiould be fent to him by 
the King's authority ?'^ — Putnam replied, 
lock it up until we fhall vifit you again." — 
*^ And what will you do then ?" " We ihall 
*^ expeft you to give us the key of the room 
*' in which it is depofited; and, if you think 
*^ fit in order to fcreen yourfelf from blame, 
** you may forewarn us upon our peril not to 
^' enter the room." — " And what will you 
*' do afterwards ?" — " Send it fafelv back 
" again." — " But what if I fhould refufe ad- 
** million ?" — " In fuch a cafe, your houfe 
" will be levelled with the duft in five mi- 
*' nutes." — It was fuppofed that a report of 
this converfation was one reafon why the 
ftamped paper was never fent from New- 
York to Connefticut. 

Such unanimity in the Provincial AflTem- 
blies and decifion in the yeomanry carried, 
beyond the Atlantic, a conviftion of the in- 
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expediency of attempting to enforce the new 
f Revenue Syftem. The Stamp A6t being re- 

pealed and the apprehenfions in a meafurc 
quieted: Colonel Pui nam continued to la- 
bor with his own hands, at .farming, without 
' interruption, except, (for a little time) by the 
lofs of the firft joint of his right thumb from 
one accident, and the compound frafture of 
his right thigh from another — that thigh, be- 
ing rendered nearly an inch fhorter than the 
left, occafioned him ever after to limp in his 
walk. 

The Provincial Officers and Soldiers from 
Connefticut, who furvived the conqueftof the 
Havannah, appointed General Lyman to re- 
ceive the remainder of their prize money in 
England. A company, compofed partly of 
military and partly of other gentlemen, whofe 
objedt was to obtain from the Crown a grant 
of Land on the MilTifippi, alfo com.miitted to 
him the negociation of their affairs. When 
feveral years had elapfed in applications, a 
Grant of Land was obtained. In 1770 Gen- 
eral Lyman, with Colonel Putnam and two or 
three others went to explore the fituation. 
After a tedious voyage and a laborious paf • 
fage up the Miflifippi, they accomplill^ed 
their bufinefs. 
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GsKERAtLymancameback to Connect!* 
cut with the Explorers^ but (bon returned to 
th,^. Natchez : there formed an Eftablifliment 
and laid his bones^ Colonel Putnam placed 
fbme laborers with provifions and farming 
uteniils upon his location^ but the encreadng 
troubles ihortly after ruined the profpeft of 
deriving any advantage from that quarter* 

In fpeaking of the troubles that enfued) I 
not only omit to fay any things on the obnox- 
ious claim aflerted in tke Briti(h declaratory 
a£t> the continuation of the duty on tea^ the 
attempt to obtrude that article upon the A- 
mericans, the abortion of this projedb^ the 
Bofton Port Bill, the alteration of the charter 
of MaflachufettS) and other topics of univer^ 
fal notoriety 5 but even wave all difcuKfionof 
irritations on the one part and fupplicitions 
on the other, which preceded the war between 
Great-Britain and her colonies on this conti« 
nent% It will ever be acknowledged by thofe 
who were beft acquainted with fafts, and it 
(hould be niade known to pofterity, that the 
king of England had nor> in his extenfive 
dominions, fubjedts more loyal, more dutiful 
or more zealous for his glorv than the Ame^ 
ricans $ and that nothing ftiort of a melan- 
choly perfuafion, that the ** meafures which 
*^ £br many years had been fyftematicaily 
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^ purfued, by his minifters, were calculated 
** to fubvert their conftitutions," could have 
diffolved their powerful attachment to that 
Icingdom, which they fondly called their ^^- 
nnt country. Here, without digreflingto 
dcvelopc th€ caufe, or defcribe the progrefs, 
it may fufficc to obiferve, the difpute now 
verged precipitately to an awful crilis, Moft 
confiderate men forefaw it would terminate 
3n blood. But, rather than fufFer the chains 
{which they believed in preparation) to be 
rivetted, the> nobly determined to facrifice 
their lives. In vain did they deprecate the 
infatuation of thofe tranlatlantic councils 
ivhich drove them to deeds of defperation. 
Convinced of the reditude of their caufc, 
and doubtful of the iffue, they felt the moft 
painful folicitude for the fate of their coun- 
try, on contemplating the fuperior ftrength 
of the nation with which it was to contend, 
America, thinly inhabited, under thirteen dif- 
tindt colonial governments, could have little 
hope of fuccefs, but from the proteftion of 
providence and the unconquerable fpirit of 
freedom which pervaded the mafs of the peo- 
ple : it is true, fincc the peace, (he had fur- 
priiingly encreafed in wealth and population 
~but the refources of Britain almoft exceed- 
ed credibility or conception. It is not won- 
derfyl xhtx^ Oiat fome good citizens, of weak- 
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er nerves, recoiled at the profpeftr white 
others, who had been officers in' the late war^. 
or who had witneffed by travelling the force* 
of Britain, ftood aloof^ All eyes were nov^ 
turned to find the men, who,, poffeflcd of mil- 
itary experience, would dare, in the approach- 
ing hour of fevereft trial, to lead their undif- 
ciplined fellow- citizens to battle. For none- 
were fo ttapid as not to comprehend that 
want of fuccefs would involve the leaders in 
the punifbment of rebellion. Putnam v/as 
among the firft and moft confpicuous who- 
fteppcd forth. Altfiough the Americans had 
been,, by many who wifhed their fubjugation, 
indifcreetly as indifcriminately ftigmatifed 
with the imputation' of cowardice — he felc 
—■he knew for himfelf, he was no coward ; 
and from what he had feen and known, he be- 
lieved that his countrymen, driven to the ex-j- 
tremity of defending their rights by arms,, 
would find no difficulty in wiping sCway the 
ungenerous afperfion* As he happened to be 
often at Bofton^ he held many converfations 
on thefe fubjefts wiih General Gage the Bri- 
tiih Commander in Chief, LordPiercy, Co* 
lonel Sheriff, Colonel Small and many officers 
with whom he had formerly ferved, who were 
now at the Head Quarters. Being often* 
queftipncd, " in cafe the difpute (hould pro- 
*' ccedto lioftilities, whatpart hi^ would realiyf 
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" take ?" He always anfwcred, ** with his 
** country, and that, let whatever might hap- 
*' pen, he was prepared to abide the conle- 
*^ quehce." Being interrogated " whether 
** i&^, who had been a witnefs to the prowefs 
*« and viftories of the Britifh fleets and armies, 
" did not think them equal to the conqueft of a 
" country which was not the owner of a fin- 
^' gle Shipj^ Regiment or Magazine f'* He 
rejoined that " he could only fay juftice 
«« would be on our fide and the event with 
« Providence : but that he had calculated, 
** if it required fix years for the combined 
*« forces of England and her Colonies to con- 
*< quer fuch a feeble country as Canada; it 
«« would at leaft, take a very long time for 
«* England alone to overcome her own wide- 
<* ly exitended Colonies, which were much 
«< ftrongcr than Canada : That when men 
*« fought for every thing dear, in what they 
<« believed lo be the mdft facred of all cauf- 
** es> and in their own native land$ they 
*« would have great advantages over their 
« enemies, who were not in the fame fitua- 
« tion : and that^ having taken into view 
«^ all circumftances, for his own part, he ful^ 
«* ly believed that America wcMild not be Co 
«^ eafily conquered by Englancf as thole gen- 
«* tlemen feemed to expeft. Being once, in 
particular^ afked^ ^^ whether he did not feri'- 
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^* oufly believe that a well appointed Britifli 
" army of five thoufand veterans could march 
^ through the whole continent of America ?" 
He replied brilkly, " no doubr, if they be- 
haved civilly and paid well for every thing 
they wanted" — " but*' — after a moment's 
paufe added^ — " if they fhould attempt it in a 
hoftile manner (though the American men 
were out of the queftion) the women, with. 
*^ their ladles and broomfticks,. would knock 
them all. on .the head before they had got 
halfway through^!' This was the tenor, , 
our hero hath, often told me, of thefe amicable 
interviews.. And thus,. (as it commonly hap- 
pens in difputes, about future events, which- 
depend on. opinion):, they parted withoutcon- 
viftion :: no more to meet in a friendly man- 
ner, until after the appeal fhould have been 
made to Heaven and the iffue. confirmed by 
the fword.i In the mean time, to provide a- 
gai n ft the worft contingency, the militia in 
the feveral. Colonies was feduloufly trained i 
and thofe fcle£t companies, the flower of our 
youth, ,which. were, denominated ^ minutemen> 
agreeablys to the indication of their names, 
held themfelves in leadinefb tomarchatvamor 
ment's warning. . 






At length the fatal day arrived, when ho 
tilities commenced* General Gage, in die : 

I ^: 
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erening of the 1 8th of April 1775, detach- 
ed from Boftoii the Grenadiers and Light In- 
fantry of the Army> conmianded by Ueuten^ 
ant Colonel Smith, to deftroy fomc military 
and other ftores depofited by the Province at 
Concord*. About funriie the next morning 
the Detachment^ on marching into Lexing*^ 
ton> fired upon a company of militia who had 
juft reaS<!mbled : for having been alarmed 
late at night with reports that the Regulars 
were advancing to demolifii the ftcH-es^ they 
collected ^a their parade>and were difmifled 
with orders to reaflemblc at beat of drum. 
It is eftablifked by the affidavits of more than 
thirty perfons who were prde»t, that the firft 
fyity which killed eight of the militia then 
beginning to difperfc^ was given by the Brit- 
ifli without provocation. The ipark pf war, 
thus kindled^ ran with unexampled rapidity 
and raged with unwonted violence* To re* 
pel the aggreflion> the people of the border- 
ing towns fpontaneoufly ruihed to arms and 
poured their fcattering (hot from every con- 
venient ftation upon the Regulars ; who,, af- 
ter, marching to Concord and deftroying the 
Magazine, would have found their retreat in- 
tercepted, had they not been reinforced by 
Lord Piercy with the battalion companies of 
three regiments and a body of marines^ Not- 
withftanding the jundion they werc^ hard 
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pufticd and purfucd until they could find 
protcftion from their fhips. Of the Britilh 
two hundred and eighty-three were killed, 
mounded aiid taken. The Americans had 
thirty-nine killed, nineteen wounded and two 
made prifoners. 

Nothing could exceed the celerity with! 
which the intelligence flew every where, that 
blood had been fhed by the Britiffi troops. 
The country, in motion, exhibited but one 
icene, of hurry, preparation and revenge. 
Putnam, who was ploughing when he hearfl 
the news, left his plough in the middle of the 
field, unyoked his team,' and without waiting 
to change his cloaths, fct off for the theatre 
of adlion. But finding the Britifti retreated 
to Bofton and invcfted by a fufficient force to 
watch their movements, he came back to Con- 
nedicut, levied a regiment (under authority of 
the Legiflature) and fpeedily returned to 
Cambridge*. He was now promoted to be 

* An article (void of foundation) mentioning an in- 
terview between General Gage and General Putnam 
appeared in the Bnghih Gazettes in thefe words ^ 
" General Gage viewing the American army with his 
'< teleieope, faw General Putnam in it> which iurpriied 
*' him ; and he contrived to get a meifage delivered to 
** him, that he wanted to fpeak to him. Putnam, with* 
** out any hefitation^ waited, upon him. General Gage 
" fiiew^d him his fortifications^ and adviled him to lay 
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a Major General on the Provincial Staff, bjr 
hia Colony : and in a little time confirmed 67 
Congrefs/m the fame rank on the Continen^- 
tal Eftablifliment, General Ward of MaffV- 
chufctts, by common, confenr, commanded 
the whole.: And the celebrated Doftor War- 
ren was made a Major General, 

Nox long after this period^ the Britifh 
Commander in Chief found the means tocon^ 
vcy a- propofaU. privately,. to General Putnam,, 
that,. if he would reiinquifh the Rebel party,. 
he might rely upon being made a Major Gen- 
eral on theBlitifh^EftabliIhment and receive 
ing a great pecuniary compenfationfor his fer^ 
vices.. General Putnam. fpurned at the offer.: 

*^ dowRJiis arms. General PotnaxB re|).lied>. he could 
*' force his fortifications in half an hoar, and advifed 
*' Genera! Gage to goon board the fiiips with his troops/' 
The apprehenfion of an attack, is adduced with^ much 
more vcr^fiRulitude, in M'Fingal, astthereafbn why 
General Giige would, not ixxS&x tho inhabitants to gp 
from the town ofBoilbn, after he had promifed to grant 
permiilion : 

So Gage of late agreed, youknow,. 
To let the Boftoa people go :. 
** Yet when he faw, 'gain 11 troops that brav'd him^ 
They were the only guards that fav'd him, . 
Kept off that Satan of a P u t n a m. 
From breaking in to maul and mutt'n him, . 
He'd too much wit fuch leagues t' obferve, . 
** And.fliutithem'in again to iiarve.'* 

M'FiNCAX, Canto 'jfft« 
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which, however, he thought prudent at that 
time to conceal from public notice. 

It could fcarcely have been expe6ted, but 
by thofe credulous patriots who were prone 
to believe whatever they ardently defired, that 
officers afTembled from colonies diftind in 
their manners and prejudices, feledled from la- ' 
borious occupations to command a heteroge* 
neous crowd of their equals compelled to be 
Soldiers only by the fpur of occafion, ihould 
long be able to preferve harmony among 
themfel ves and fubordination among their fol- 
lowers. As the fa6t would be a phaenomc- 
non, the idea was treated with mirth and 
mockery by the friends to the Britiih govern- 
ment. Yet this unfhapen embryo of a mili- 
tary Corps, compofed of militia, minutemen, 
volunteers and levies; with a buriefque ap* 
pearance of multiformity in arms, accoutre- 
ments, cloathing and condu^fl, at lafl:, grew 
infto a regular Army— an Army which, hav* 
ing vindicated the rights of human nature and 
cftablilhed the independence of a new Em- 
pire, merited and obtained the glorious dif- 
tindion of the patriot Army — the patriot 
Army, whofe praifes for their fortitude in ad* 
vcrfity, bravery in battle, moderation in con- 
queft, perfeverance in fupporting the cruel 
extreoiities of hunger and nakednefs without 
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a murmur or figh, as well as for their magna- 
nimity in retiring to civil life, at the moment 
of victory, with arms in their hands and with- 
out any juft compenfation for their fervices, 
will only ceafe to be celebrated, when time 
Ihall exift no more. 

Enthusiasm forthecaufe of liberty^ fub- 
ftituted in the place of difcipline, not only 
kept thefe troops together, but enabled them^ 
at once to perform the duties of adifciplincd 
army. Though the Commanding Officers 
from the four colonies of New-England were 
in a manner independent, they afted harm.o- 
nioufly in concert. The firft attention had 
been prudently direfted towards forming 
fome little redoubts and entrenchments ; for 
it was v/ell known that lines, however flight 
or untenable were calculated to infpire raw 
foldiers with a confidence in themfelves. The 
next care was to bring the live ftock from the 
Iflands in Bofton bay, in order to prevent the 
enemy (already furrounded by land) from 
making ufe of i hem for frefli provifions. Ir> 
the latter end of May, between two and thre^ 
hundred m'cn were fent to drive oflF the ftocfc 
from Hog and Noddle Iflands, which are ft- 
tuated on the North-Eaft fide of Bofton har- 
bour. . Advantage having been taken of tha 
cbb-tide> when the water is fordable between^ 
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the main and Hog Ifland, as it is between 
that and Noddle Ifland, the defign was effcft- 
edv But a fkirmifli enfued in which fome of 
iheMarincSj who had been ftationed to guard 
them, were killed : and as the firing continu- 
ed between the Britilh water-craft and our 
party, a reinforcement of three hundred men, 
with two pieces of artillery, was ordered to 
join the latter. General Putnam took the 
command, and having himfelf gone down on 
the beach within converfing diltance and in" 
effe dually ordered the people on board an arm- 
ed Schooner to ftrike, he plied her with ihot 
fo furioufly that the crew made their efcape 
and the veflel was burnt. An armed floop 
was like wife fo much difabled as to be towed 
off by the boats of the fleet. Thus ended this 
affair, in which feveral hundred Iheep and 
fome cattle were removed from under the 
muzzles of the enemy's cannon, and our men 
accuftomed to Hand fire, by being for many 
hours expofed to it without meeting with a- 
ny lofs. 

The Provincial Generals, having received 
advice that the Britifh Commander in Chief 
defigned to take poflfeffion of the heights on 
the peninfula of Charles Town, detached a 
Choufand men in the night of the i6th of June» 
under the orders of General Warren, to en- 
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trench thcmfclves upon one of thcfe emiiienc<« 
es> named Bunker HiU» Though retarded 
by accidents from beginning the work until 
nearly midnight, yet, by dawn of day, they 
had conftruAed a redoubt about eight rods 
fquare and commenced a breaft^work fron| 
the left to the low grounds ; which an infuf- 
ferable fire from the ihipping, floating batteries 
and cannon on Cop's Hill, in Bofton, prevent- 
cd them from compkating. At mid- day four 
battalions of foot, ten companies of Grena- 
diers, ten companies of Light Infantry, with 
a proportion of artillery, commanded by Maj. 
Gen. Howe, landed under a heavy cannonade 
from the fliips and advanced in three lines to 
the attack. The Light infantry, being f9rm- 

^ cd on their right, was direfted to turn the left 
flank of the Americans : and the Grenadiers, 
fupported by two Battalions, to ftorm the re- 
doubt in front. Meanwhile, on application, 
thefe troops were augmented by the 47 th Regi- 
ment, the I ft Battalion of Marines, together 
with fome companies of Light Infantry and 
Grenadiers, which formed an aggregate force 
of between two and three thoufand men. But 
fo difficult was it to reinforce the Americans, 

' by fending detachments acrofs the Neck which 
was raked by the cannon of the Slipping, that 
not more than fifteen hundred men were 
brought into aftion. Fe^ inftances can be 
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produced in the annals of mankind where 
Soldiers, who had never before faced an cne-^ 
my or heard the whiftling of a ball, behaved 
with fuch deliberate and perfevering valor. 
It was not until after the Grenadiers had been 
twice repulfed to their boats, General Warren 
flain^ his troops exhaufted of their ammuni- 
tion, their lines in a manner enfiladed by ar- 
tillery, and the redoubt half filled with Bri- 
tifh Regulars, that the word was given to re- 
tire. In that forlorn condition, the fpedlaclc 
was aftonilhing as new, to behold thefe un- 
difciplined men, moftofthem without bayo- 
nets, difputing with the butt end of their muf- 
qucts againft the Britifh bayonet and reced- 
ing in fullen defpair. Still the Light Infan- 
try, on their left, would certainly have gain- 
ed their rear and exterminated this gallant 
little corps, had not a body of four hundred 
Connefticut men, with the Captains Knoul- 
ton and Chefter, after forming a temporary 
breaft-work by pulling up one poft and rail 
fence and putting it upon another, performed 
prodigies of bravery. They held the enemy 
at bay until the main body had relinquifhed 
the heights and then retreated acrofs the 
neck with more regularity and lefs lofs than 
could have been expef^ed, The Britifh, who 
efFcfted nothing but the deftruftion of Charles 
Toiwrn by ^ wanton conflagration, had pagrc 
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Aan one half of their whole number krlled and 
wounded : the Americans only three hundred 
and fifty-five killed, wounded and miffing. 
In this battle the prefence and example of 
General Putnam, who arrived with the rein- 
forcement, were not lefs confpicuous than 
ufeful. He did every thing that an intrepid 
and experienced officer could accomplilh* 
The enemy purfued to Winter Hill — Putnam 
made a ftand and drove them back under co- 
ver of their fhips/ 

The premature death of Warren, one of 
the moft illuftrious patriots that ever bled in 
the caufe of Freedom ; the veteran appear- 
ance of Putnam, collefted yet ardent in ac- 
tions together with the aftonifhing fcenery 
and interefting groupe around Bunker Hill ; 
rendered this a magnificent fubjeft for the 
hiftoric pencil. Accordingly Trumbull, for- 
merly an Aid de Camp to General Walhing- 
ton, afterwards Deputy Adjutant General pf 
the northern Army, now an artift of great ce- 
lebrity inEurope, hath finiftied this pifture with 
that boldnefs of conception and thofe touches 
of art which demonftrates the matter. Height- 
ened in horror by the flames of a btirnihg 
town and the fmoke of conflifting armies, the 
principal fcene, taken the moment when 
Wacreh fell, reprefent$ that hero in the ago- 
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ftics ofdcath, a Grenadier on the pointof bay- 
onetcinghim and Colonel Small (to whom he 
was familiarly known) arrefting the Soldier's 
arm: at the head of the BritifhMine Major 
Pitcairne is feen falling dead into the arms of 
his fon : and not far diftant General Putnam 
is placed at the rear of our retreating troops, 
in the light blue and fcarlet uniform he wore 
that day, with^his head uncovered, and his 
fword waving towards the enemy, as it were 
to flop their impetuous purfuit. In nearly 
the fame attitude he is exhibited by Barlow 
in fhat excellent Poem the Vifion of Colum- 
bus; 






** There ftrides bold Putnam and from all the plains^ 
Calls the tired hoft> the tardy rear fuilains. 
And, mid the whizzing death's that fill the air. 
Waves back' his fword and dares the foil' wing war/'* 



* The writer of this ElTay had occafion of remarking 
to the Poet and the Painter^ while they were three thoii- 
fand miles diftant from each other (at which diflance 
they had formed and executed the plans of their rcfped- 
ive prbdudlions) the fimilarity obiervable in their def- 
criptions of General Putnam. Thefe Chefs d^cewurcf 
are mentioned, not with a vain prefumption of adding 
eclat or duration to works which have received the Teal 
of immortality, bat becaufe they prcferve in the fitter 
arts the fame illuftrious adlion of our hero. I perfuade 
myfelflneed not apologize for annexing the beautiful 
lines from the poem in queition^ on the aeath of Gener- 
al Warren. 
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After this aAion, the Britilh ftrongly for- 
lificd themfelves on the Peninfuias of Bofton 
and Charles Town : while the Provincials re^ 
maincd polled in the circunnjacent country 
in fuch aianner as to form a blockade. In 
ihe beginning of July^ General Walhington, 
who had been conftitutcd by Congrefs Com- 
mander in Chief of the American forces, ar*- 
rived at Cambridge to take the cwimaruL 
Having fomied the army into three grand di- 
irifions, cgnfifting of about twelve Regiments 
cacb^ he appointed Major General Ward to 
command the right Wing, Major General 
Lee the left Wing and Major General Put- 
nam the reftrve. General Putnam*s alertnefs, 
in accelerating the conftruftion of the necefla^. 
ry defences, was particularly noticed and high* 
ly approved by the Commander in Chief. 

About the aoth of July, the Declaration of 
Congrefs, fctting forth the reafons of their 
taking up arms, was proclaimed at the head 
of the feveral Divifions. It concluded with 

" There, haplefs Warren, thy Cold earth wasfccn^ 
There fpring thy laurels in immortal green ; 
Deareft of Chiefs, that eve rprefs'd the plain. 
In Freedom's "caufc, with early honors, flain. 
Still dear in death, as when in fight you mov'd, 
By hofts applauded and by Heav'n approved ; 
The faithful mufe (hall tell the world thy fame, ^^ 
And unborn realms refound^th' immortal n»mc*'* 
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thcfe patriotic and noble fentiments. " Ih 
our own native land, in defence of the free- 
dom that is our birth right, and which wc 
*^ ever enjoyed until the late violation of it^. 
for the proteftibn of our property, acquir- 
ed folely by the honeft induftry of our 
'^ forefathers and ourfelves ; agaihft violence 
" actually offered^ we have taken up arms. 
'* We fhall lay them down when hoftilities 
*' fhall ceafe on the part of the aggreflbrs> 
" and all danger of their being renewed (hall 
" be removed, and not before. 
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*^ With an humble confidence inithe mer- 
cies of the fupreme and impartial Judge 
" and Ruler of the Univerfe, we moil de- 
voutly implore his divine goodnefs to coa- 
dudl us happily through this great conflict, 
ta difpofe our adverfaries to reconciliatioa 
on reafonaWe terms, and„ thereby, to re- 
*^ lieve the empire from the calamities of ci- 
** vil war." — ^As foon as thefe memorable 
words were pronounced to General Putnam's 
Divilion, which he had ordered to be paraded 
on Profpcft Hill^ they fhouted in three Huz- 
zas a loud amen ! Whereat (a cannon from 
the Fort being fired as a fignal) the new Stand-^ 
ardy lately fent from Connecticut, was fud- 
denly feen to rife and unroll itfclf to the wind. 
On one fide was inscribed in large leicers of 
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Gold " An Appeal to Heaven/' and On 

the other were delineated the armorial bear- 
ings of ConnefticUt, which without fupport- 
crs or creft, confift unoftec^tatioufly of three 
Vines : with this motto, " *^«/ tranjiulit^ 
^* Jujiinet /' alluding to the pious confidence 
our forefathers placed in the protection of 
Heaven, on thofe three allegorical Scions — 
Knowledge — Liberty — Religion— which 
they had been initrumemal in tranfplanting to 
America. 

The ftrength of pofition on the enemy's 
part and want of ammunition on our's pre- 
vented operations of magnitude from being 
attempted. Such diligence was ufed in for- 
tifying our camps and fuch precaution adopt- 
ed to prevent furprize, astoenfure tranquilli- 
ty to the troops during the winter. In the 
fpring a pofition was taken, fo menacing to 
the enemy as to caufe them, on the 17th of 
March 1776, to abandon Bofton : not with- 
out confiderable precipitation and derelidtion 
of royal ftores. 

As a part of the hofl:ile fleet lingered for 

fometlme in Nantaflcet road (about nine 

' miles below Bofton) General Walhington 



* Literally, ^* Hc^^ho fravfp!aysnd%mU/upporttbm* 
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continued hirtifclf in Bofton, not only to Cce 
the coaft entirely clear, but alfo to make ma- 
ny indifpenfable arrangements. His Excel- 
lency, propofing to leave Major General 
Ward with a few regiments, to finifh the for- 
tifications intended as a fecurity againft an 
attack by water, in the mean time difpatched 
the greater part of the army to New-York, 
where it was mod probable the enemy would 
make a defcent. Upon the failing of a fleet 
with troops in the month of January, Major 
General Lee had been fent to the defence of 
that city; who, after having caufed fome 
Works to be laid out, proceeded to follow 
that fleet to South Carolina, The Com- 
mander in Chief was now exceedingly folicit- 
ous that thefe works (hould be completed as 
foon as poffible, and accordingly gave the 
following 

*' .Orders and Inftruftions for Major General 

Putnam. 

" As there are the beft reafons to believe 
•' that the enemy's fleet and army, which left 
^' Nantafket road laft Wednefday evening, 
** are bound to New- York to endeavor to 
•' poffefs that important poll, and, if pofll- 
•' ble, to fecure the comniiunication by Hud- 
** fon's River to Canada; it muft be our 
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" care to prevent them from accomplifliifig 
" their defigns* To that end, I have de- 
tached Brigadier General Heath with the 
whole body of Rifle men and five Batta- 
lions of the Continental Army^ by the way 
'* of Norwich in ConncAicut, to New- York. 
" Thefe by an exprefs arrived yefterday froni 
** General Heath, 1 have reafon to believe 
** are in New- York. Six more Battalions^ 
** under General Sullivan, march this morn- 
** ing by the fame route, and will, I hope, 
^' arrive there in eight or ten days at fartheft. 
'^ The reft of the army will immediately fol- 
^' low in Divifions, leaving only aconveni- 
*' ent fpace between eachdivifion, to prevent 
** confufion and want of accommodation up- 
** on their march. You will no doubt make 
*' the beft dilpatch in getting to New-York* 
*' Upon your arrival there you will affume 
*' the command and immediately proceed in 
continuing to execute xhtflan propofed by 
Major General Lee, for fortifying that ci- 
'^ ty and fecuring the paffes of the Eaft and 
** North Rivers. If, upon confultation with 
** the Brigadiers General and Engineers, any 
alteration in that plan is thought necefla- 
ry, you arc at liberty to make it : cautiouf- 
ly avoiding to break in too' much upon his 
main defign, unlefs where it may be ap- 
*' parently neceflary fo to do, and that by the 
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*^ general voice and opiaion of the gcntlc-r 
^* men abovcmcntioncd, 

" You will meet the Quarter Matter Gen- 
<* eral Colonel Mifflin, and *Comnniifrary 
" General at New- York. As thefe are both 
** men of excellent talents in their different 
** Departments, you will do well to give them 
'* all the authority and affiftance they rc- 
** quire: And fhould a Council of War be 

neceflary, it is my dircdion they affift at it. 
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** Your lonj; Service and Experiense will 
** better than my particular direftions at this 
dillance, point out to you the works moft 
proper to be firft raifcd 5 and your pcrfe- 
** verance, a£tivity and zeal will lead you 
" (without my recommending it) to exert 
<* every Nerve to difappoint the enemy's de- 
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" figns. 
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Devoutly praying that the Power which 
♦* has hitherto fuftained the American Arms, 

«* may continue to " blcfs them with the di- 

* *- 

*' vine protedion, I bid you — Farewell. 

Given at Head Quarters, in Cambridge, 

this 29th of March 1776. 

Geo. Washington. 

• Colonel Jofeph Trumbull, cldell fon tq the Gov- 
ernor of chat name. 
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Invested with thefe commands, General 
Pucnam travelled by long and expeditious 
ftages to New- York. His firft precaution, 
upon his arrival, was to prevent difturbance, 
or furprife in the night feafon. With thefe 
objefts in view, after polling the neceflary 
guards, he iffued his * Orders. Heinftitu- 
ted, likewife, other wholefome regulations to 
meliorate the police of the troops and to pre- 
fe^ve the good agreement that fubfifted be- 
tween them and the citizens. 

NoTwiT«STANDiNG the wai had now ra- 
ged, in other p^irts, with unaccuftomed fevc- 
rity for nearly a year, yet the Britifh Ihips at 
New- York (one of which had once fired ud- 
on the town to intimidate the inhabitants) 
found the means of being fupplied with frelh 
water and provifions. General Putnam re- 

• General Orders. 

•*-Head Quarters New-York April 5, 1776. 

. •* The Soldiers arc ftridlly enjoined to retire to their 
barracks and quarters, at tattoo -beating, and to remaidi 
there until the reveille is beat. 

•* Neceffity obliges the General todeiire the inhabit- 
ants of the city to obferve the fame rule, as no perfon 
will be permitted to pafs any centry, after this nighty 
without the counter fign. 

** The Inhabitants, whofe bulinefs requires it, may 
know the cQunterfign by applying to any of th« Bri- 
gade-Majors." 
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folVed to adopt effeftual meafures for putting a 
period to this-intercourfe and accordingly ex- 
prefled his prohibition* in the nnoft pointed 
terms. 

Nearly at the fame moment, a detach* 
ment of a thoufand Continentals was fent to 
occupy Governor's Ifland, a Regiment to for- 
tify Red Hook, and fome companies of Rir 
flemen to the Jerfey Ihore. Of two boats, 
(belonging to two armed veflels) which at- 
tempted to take on board frelh water from 
the watering place on Staten-Ifland, one was 

• PROHIBITION. 
** Head Quarters, New- York, April 8, 1776. 

*' The General informs the inhabitants that iti? be- 
come abfblutely neceiiary, that all communication be- 
tween the miniilerial Heet and fhore fhould be immedi- 
ately flopped ; for that purpofe he has given pofitive or- 
ders, the ihips fhould no longer be furnifhed with pro- 
Yifions. Any inhabitants or others, who fhall be taken 
that have been on board (after the publifhing this order) 
er i>ear any of (he fhips or going on board will be confid- 
ered as enemies and treated accordingly. 

*' All boat* are to fail from fieekman's flip. Cap- 
tain James Alner is appointed Infpedlor and will give 
permits to Oyflermen. It is ordered and expeded that 
none attempt going without a pafs." 

Israel Putnam, Major General in 
in the Con'tinental Army and Com- 
mander in Chief of the forest in New* 
ITofk. 
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driven off (by the Riflemen) with two or 
three feamen killed in it 5 and the other cap* 
tured with thirteen. A few days afterwards 
Captain Vandeput of the Afia man of war^ 
the fenior officer of the fliips on this ftation^ 
finding the intercoufe with the fhore inter- 
diAed, their limits contrafted^ and that no 
good purpofes could be anfwered by remain- 
ing there, failed, with all the armed veflels, 
out of the harbor. Thefe arrangements and 
tranfaftions, joined to an unremitting atten- 
tion to the completion of the defences, gave 
full fcope to the activity of General Putnam, 
until the arrival of General Wafhington, 
which happened about the middle of April. 

The Commander in Chief, in his firft pub-, 
lie orders, " complimented ibe Officers wb^ 
** badjuccejfively commanded at New-Tork^ 
*^ and returned his thanks to them as well as 
*^ to the Officers and Soldiers under their 
** command, for the many works of defence 
which had been fo expeditioufly erefted : 
at the fame time he expreffed an expefta- 
tion that the fame fpirit of zeal for the fer- 
*^ vice, would continue to animate their fu- 
*^ turc conduft.*' — Putnam, who was then 
the only Major General with the main army, 
had ftill a chief agency in forwarding the for- 
tifications ^ and, with the afliftance of the 
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Brigadiers Spencer and Lord Sterling, in af* 
r figning <o the different Corps their alarm 
Pofts. 

«* CoHORESS having intimated a define of 

confulting with the Commander in Chief o,n 
the crkicdl pojlure of affairs. His Excellency 
fepaired to Philadelphia accordingly, and was 
abfentfrom the twenty-firft of May until the 
fixchofjune. General Putnam, who com* 
manded in that interval, had it in charge to 
open all letters dire&ed to General Wafliing* 
ton on publkjervicey and, if important, after 
xegalating his condu6t by thejr contents, to 
forward them by exprefs ; to expedite the 
works then erecting y to begin others which 
were fpecified ; to eilablilh fignals for com* 
niunicating an alarm ^ to guard againft the 
poffibility of furprize ; to fecure well the 
Powder-Magazine ; to augment by every 
nteansin his power the quantity of Cartridg- 
es ; and to (end Brigadier General Lord Ster- 
ling to put the Pofts in the Highlands into a 
proper condition of defence. He had alfb 
c private and confidential injirufii$n to afford 
whatever aid might be required by the Pro- 
vincial Congrefs of New- York for apprehend*. 
Ito^ certain of their difaffeded citizens: and 
as It woold be moft convenient to take the 
^euc^nent &r this fervice from the troops 

L 
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on Long-Ifland, under command of Briga- 
dier General Greene, it was recommended 
that this officer Ihould be advi fed of the .plan, 
and that the execution (hould be conduced 
with fccrecy and celerity, as well as with de- 
cency and good order. In the records of the 
army are preferved the daily Orders which 
were iflued in the abfencc of the Commander 
in Chief, who, on his return, was not only fa- 
ti^ficd that the works had been profecuted with 
all poffible difpatch, but alfo that the other 
duties had been properly diftharged. 

It was the latter end of June when the 
Britifli fleet, which had been at Halifax wait- 
ing for reinforcements from Europe, began 
to arrive at New- York. To obftruft its pai- 
fage fome marine preparations had been made. 
General Putnam, to whom the direftions of 
the whale boats, fire rafts, flat-bottomed 
boats and armed veflTcls was committed^ af- 
forded his patronage to a projeft for deftroy- 
ing the cnemy*s (hipping by explolion. A 
Macbincy altogether different from, any thing 
hitherto devifcd by the art of man, had been 
invented by Mr. David BuftincU*, {or/ulma^ 

* David BttfiinelU A. M. of Saybrook in-ConneAU 
•cut, mvented feveral other machines for the anno)^ance 
of (hipping ; thefe from accidents* not militating again ft 
thephiiofophical principte^. on which their fucceu do- 
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rine navigation, which was found to-anfwef 
the purpofe perfedtly of rowing horizontally 
at any given depth under water, and of rif- 
ing or finking at pleafure. To this Machine 
(called the American Turtle) was attached a 
Magazine of Powder ^ which it was intended 

pended> only partially fucceeded. He deftroyed a vefTel 
iitthe charge of Commodore Symmonds^ whofe report to 
' the Admiral was publifhed. One of his kegs alfo de- 

molifhed a vefTel near the Long-Idand . fhore. Aboilt 
Chriltmas 1777 he committed to theDelaware a nttn}ber 
cfKegSydeftinedto fall among the Britifh fleet atPhila- 
deljphia : but his fc^iiadron of Kegs, having been feparated 
and retarded by the ice« demoliihed but a fingle boat. 
This cataftrophe, hovtrcver, produced an alarm, unpre^ 
ccdented in its nature and degree ; which' has been {o 
happily defcribttd in the fubfequent Song by the Hon. 
Francis Hopkinfon, that the event it celebrates will 
not be forgotton fo long at mankind (hall continue to be 
delighted with works of humour and taile : 

The battle of the Ke^i ; — a Song.—Tune Moggy 

Lawder. 

^ GALLANTS, attend, and hear a friend 

Trill forth harnranious ditty : 
. Strange things Til tell, which late befell 

In Philadelphia city. 

^was early day, at poets fay, 

Jail when the fun was rifing^ 
A foldier Hood on log of wood. 

And faw a fight furprifmg. 

As in a maze, he flood to gaze. 
The truiJh can't be denied, Sir^ 
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to be faftened under the bottom of a iliip 
with a driving fcrew; in fuch fort thaCi the 
fame ftroke which difcngaged it from the 
Machine fhould put the internal clodc-WiOrk 

He rpied a fcore of Kegt or mora. 

Come floating down the tide^ Sir. 

• -» 
A faifor> too« in jerkin bine. 

The flrange appearance viewing, 
f irH damnM his eyes, in great furprize^ 

Then faid-»<<« Some mifchief U brewing/* 

*' Thefe Kegs now hold the rebels boU^ 

** Pack'd up like pickled herring : 
*' And they Ve come down, t' attack the tonrn^ v 

*< In this new way of ferry *ng.'* 

The ibldier ffcw j the fa»lor too ; 

And» fear M af mod to death. Sir, 
Wore out their fhoes^ to fpread the news ;; 

And ran^ till ooi of breath, Sir. 

Now up and down, throughout the town, 

Moll frantic fcenes were a^ed : 
And foifte ran here and fbmc ran there. 

Like men almoil dilbaded. 

Some fire cried, which fome denied. 

But faid the earth had quaked : 
And girls and boys, with hideous noife^ 

Ran through the town half naked. 

Sir William || he, fnug as a Hea, 
Lay all this time a fnoring ; 

of Sir William Howe. . 



1 



{ 125 ) 

in motion. This being done, the ordinary* 
opcratidn oP a gun-lock (at the diftance of 
half an hour, an hour, or any determinate 
time) would eaufe the powder to explode and 
leave the efFedts to the common laws of nature. 
The fimplicity, yet combination difcovercd 

Nor dreamt of harm, as he lay warm 
In bed with Mrs. L*r*ng. 

Now in a fright, he darts upright, 

Awak'd by fuch a clatter ; 
He rabs both eyes ; and boldly cries^ 

*♦ For God's fake, what's the matter l*^' 

At his bed -fide, he then efpied 

Sir Erikine f at command. Sir,. 
Upon one foot, he had one boot. 

And t'other in hisiiand. Sir, 

•* Arife ! arife 1" Sir Erfltlne cries : 

** The rebels — morc's the pity— 
•* Wiibowt a boat, are all on float, 

" And ranged before the city. 

•• The motly crew, in vefTeJs new, 

** With Satan for their guide. Sir, 
" Pack'd up in bags, or wooden Kegs, 

** Come driving down the tide. Sir ;; 

* Therefore prepare for bloody war : 

" Thefe Kegs mufl all be routed :• 
** Or fupcly we d^fpii 'A Ihall be, 

" And Britilh courage doubted/* 

]^' Sir \Villianv Erikine. •* 
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In the mechaniim of this wonderful machiniy 
were acknowledged bjr thofe flcilled in Phyf-- 
icks, and particularly Hydraulics, to be not 
lefs ingenious than novel. The Inventor, 

The Roy a] band n«w ready ibind» 

AH rang'd in dread array. Sir^ 
With ftoaach's ftouc, co fee it out» 

And make a bloody day> Sir. 

The catuion9 roar from (hore to fhore t 

The fmall arms make a rattle. 
Since wars be^an^ I'm {i^r4i nomaa 

E'erfaw (0 Ibrangoa battle. 

ThcTebd • vaks, the nebel dales. 

With rebel trees furroiinded. 
The diftant wcodsj the hills and Hoods^ 

With rebel echoes fou^nded. 

The fiih below Twam. to and fro> 

Attacked from ev'ry qnaiter i ^ ' 
** Why fore," though; ihey, *^ the Bev'i*5i to yif 

'' Mongft folks above the water.*" 

The Kegs* ^isfaid, though (Irongly made 

Of rebel Haves and h<K>pi« Sto i 

Could not oppofe their pow'rful foes^ 

The conquering Britilh troops. Sir.. ^ 

* 

From morn to night, thofe men of mighty 

Difplay'd amazing courage ; 
And when the Sun was fairly dowHj, 

Rctir'd to fup their porridge. 1 

• The Britiih officers were To fond of the won}> reitK *" 

that they often applied it xaoft abfiif dly . 
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whofe conftitution was too feebTe to permit 
him to perform the labour of rowing the Tur* 
tie, had taught his brother to manage it with 
perfeft dexterity • but unfortunately his bro- 
ther fell fick of a fever juft before the arrival 
of the fleet. Recourfe was therefore had to 
a Serjeant in the Connefticut troops j who, 
having received whatever inftrudions could 
be communicated to him in a fhort time^. 
went (too late in the night) with all the appa- 
ratus under the bottom of the Eagle a fixty- 
*four gun Ship on board of which the Briti(h. 
Admiral Lord Howe commanded.. In com- 
ing up, the fcrew, that had been calculated 
to perforate the copper Iheathing,, unlutkily 
(truck againft fome iron platcs> where the 
rudder is connefted with the ftern. Thiwc- 

# 

An handred aien> with each a pen. 

Or more, upon my word».Sir«, 
It IS moft ferue>. would ^e too few. 

Their valour to record. Sir. 

Sach feats did they perform that day,. 

Upon tboie wicked Ke c 5« Sir, 
That years to come>if they get home. 

They'll make their boaiis^and brags> Sir. 

Mr. Bafhneli, having been highly recommended for hi» 
talents by Prefident Stiles^ General Parfons and fome 
other gentlemen of Science^ was appointed & Captain in 
die Corps of Sappers and Miners : in which capacity ht 
continued ;o ferve wUhUbat corptj until the concinfiosi 
of tk; war* ' 
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cident, added to the ftrength of tide whicK 
jprevailed and the want of adequate fkill in the 
Serjeant> occafioned fuch delay that the dawn? 
began to appear : whereupon he abandoned 
the Magazine to chance, and(after gaining z 
proper diftance) for the fake of expedition*, 
rowed on the furfacc towards the town. 
General Putnam^ who had been on the wharf 
anxioufly expecting the refult from the firft 
glimmering of light, beheld the MachiniS 
near Governor's IQand and fcnt a whale-boat 
to bring it on fhore. In about twenty mi- 
nutes afterwards the Magazine exploded and 
blew a vaft colwmn of water to an amazing: 
height in t lie air. As the whole bufinefs had 
been kept an inviolable fecret, he was not a 
little diverted with the various conjeftures, 
whether this ftupendous noife was produced 
by a bomb, a meteor, a water- fpout or an 
earthquake* Other operations of a moftfe- 
Fious nature rapidly fucceeded and prevented 
grepptitionof the experiment. . 

On the twenty-fecond of Auguft the van- 
of the Bri^ifli landed ^on Long-Ifland, and 
"was foon followed by the whole army, except 
one Brigade of Heflian^,. a fmall body of Bri-^, 
ti(h and fome convalefcents,. left on Staten 
Ifland. Our troops on Long Ifland had 
been commanded , during the loimmer* bf 
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General Greene, who was now fick ; and 
Generj^ Putnam took the command, bu| 
two days before the battle of Flatbufh. The 
InftiuAions to him (pointing in the BrO. 
place to decifive expedients for fuppreffing 
the fcattering, unmeaning and wafteful Hreof 
our men) contained regulations for the fer- 
vice of the guards, the Brigadiers and the 
Field Officers of (he day i for the appoint* 
Snehc and encouragement of proper fcouts ; as 
well as. for keeping the men conftantly at their 

Eofts I for preventing the bprning of 
uildings (except it fhould be neceflary for 
military purpofes) and for preferving private 
property from pillage and deftruAion. To 
thefe regulations were added, in a more dif* 
fufe though not lefs fpirited and profeffional 
ftyle, refle£tions on thediftin&iontjf an army 
" from a mob ; with exhortations for the Sol- 
diers to conduit themfelves manfully in fuch 
a caufe, and for their Commander to oppofc 
the enemy's approach with detachments of 
his bcft troops : while he Ihould endeavor to 
render their advance more difficult by con- 
ftruding ab^ttis, and to entrap their parties 
by forming ambufcades. General Putnam 
was within the lines, when an engagement 
took place on 'the 27th, between the Britifh 
army and our advanced Corps, in which we 
^ft about a thoufand men in killed and miiT- 
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ing, with the Generals Sullivan and Lord 
Sterling made prifoners. But ouf men 
(though attacked ph all fides) fought with 
great bravery i and the enen>y's lofs was not 
light. 

The unfortunate battle of Long Ifland, the 
mafterly retfu^t from thence and the aftual 
paffage of part of the hoftile fleet in the Eaft 
River above the Town,preluded the evacua^ 
tion of New- York. A promotion of four 
Major's General and fix Brigadiers had prcr 
viouQy been made by Congrefs. After the 
retreat from Long Ifland the main army, con- 
fifl:ing for the moment, of fixty Battalions (of 
which twenty were Continental, the refidue 
Levies and Militia) was, conformably to 'the 
cxigenciesof the fervice, rather than to the 
rules of war, formed into fourteen Brigades.. 
Major General Putnam commanded the 
right grand Divifion of five Brigades, the Ma- 
jors General Spencer and Greene the center 
of fix Brigades, and Major General Heath the 
left which was pofl:ed near Kingfbridge and 
compofed of two Brigades. The whole ne- 
ver amounted to twenty thoufand efFeftive 
men ; while the Britifli and German force* 
under Sir William Howe exceeded twenty- 
two thoufand : indeed the Minifter had af-^ 
ferted in Parliament that they would confi^ 
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of more than thirty thaufand. Our two cen- 
ter Divifions, both commanded by General 
Spencer in the ficknefs of General Greene, 
moved towards Mount Wafhington, Harlem 
Heights and Horn's Hook,, as. foon as the 
final refolution was taken, -in a C-uncil of 
War, on the twelfth of September, to aban- 
don the city. That event, thus circumilanCr 
ed, took efFeft a few days after. 

On Sunday the fifteenth the Britifh, after 
fending three fhips of war up the North Ri- 
ver to Bloomingdale and keeping up, for 
fome hours, a fevere cannonade on our lines, 
from thofe already in the Eaft River,landed in 
force at Turtle Bay — our new Levies com- 
manded by a ftate Brigadier General, fled 
without making refiftance. Two Brigades 
of General Putnam's Divifion, ordered to 
their fupport, notwithltandingthe exertion of 
their Brigadiers, and of the Commander in 
Chief himfelf, who came up at the inftant, 
condudted themfelves in the fame fhameful 
manner. His Excellency then ordered the 
Heights of Harlem, a ftrong pofition, to be 
occupied. Thither the forces in the vicini- 
ty, as well as the fugitives, repaired. In the 
mean time. General Putnam, with the remain- 
der of his command and the ordinary out- 
^pofts, was in the city. Afte^r having caufe4 
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tht Brigades to begin their retreat by the route 
of Bloomingdale, in order to avoid the ene- 
my, who were then in the poffeffion of the 
main road leading to Kingfbridge, he gal- 
loped to call off the pickets and guards » 
Having myfcifbcfcn a Volunteer in hi^ DivU 
fion and afting Adjutant to the laft Regiment, 
that left the city, I had frequent opportuni- 
ties that day of beholding him, for the pur- 
pofe of ifluing orders and encouraging the 
troops, flying, on his horfe covered with 
foani, wherever his prcfence was moft neceifa- 
ry. Without his extraordinary exertions the 
guards muft have been inevitably loft, and 
it is probable entire Corps would have been 
cat in pieces. When we were not far from 
Bloomingdale, an Aid de Camp came from 
him at full fpeed to inform, that a column of 
Britifh Infantry was defcending upon our right. 
Our rear was foon fired upon, and the Colonel 
of our regiment (whofe order was juft com- 
municated for the front to file off to the left) 
was killed on thefpot. With no other lofs, 
we joined the army, 'after dark, on the 
Heights of Harlem. 

Before our Brigades^ came in, we were 
given up for loft by all our fr iends.^ So cri- 
tical indeed was our Situation and fi> narrow 
che gap by which wt efcaped, that 1^ inftant 
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we had pafled, the enemy clofed it by extend- 
ing their line from river to. river. Our men> 
who had been fifteen hours under arms, har- 
rafied by marching and countermarching in 
confequence of inceflant alarms, cxhaufted as 
they were by heat and thirft (for the day pro- 
ved infupportably hot and few or none had 
canteens, infomuch that fome died at the 
brooks where they drank) if attacked, could 
have made but feeble refiftancc. 

If we take into confideration the debilitating 
fickaefs which weakened almoftall our troops, 
the hard duty by which they were worn down 
in conftrufting numberlefs defences, the con- 
tinual want of reft they had fufFered (fince the 
enemy landed) in guarding from nofturnal 
furprize^ the defpondency infufed into their 
minds by an*infular fiiuation andaconfciouf-^ 
nefs of inferiority to the enemy in difciplin^, 
together with the difadvantageous terms upon 
which, in their ftate of feparation, they might 
have been forced to engage ; it appears high- 
ly probable that day would have prefenced 
an cafy vidlory to the Britifli. On the other 
fide, the American Commander in Chief had 
wifely countenanced an opinion, then univer- 
fally credited^ that our army was three times 
more numerous that it was in reality* It is 
not afubjcftfor aftoniftiment, that the Briiifla, 
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Ignorant of the cxiftlng circunnftanccs, itn^ 
pofcd upon as to the number^ by reports 
andrccoUeftingwhatafcw brave men, (light- 
ly entrenched, had performed at Bunker Hill, 
ihould proceed with great circumfpeftion. 
For their reproaches, that the Rebels (as they 
afFefted to ftyle us) loved digging better than 
fighting, and that they earthed themfelves 
in holes like foxes, but ill concealed at the 
bottom of their own hearts the profound im- 
preflion that aftion had made. Cheap and 
contemptible as we had once feemed in their 
eyes, it had taught them to hold us in fomc 
refpeft. This refpeft, in conjunftion with a 
fixed belief that the enthufiaftic fpirit of our 
oppofition muft foon fubfide, and that the 
inexhauftiblc refources of Britain would ulti- 
mately triumph without leaving any thing to 
chance (not the avarice or treachery of the 
Britiih General, as the fadions of his own 
nation wiflied to infinuate)retarded their oper- 
ation and afforded us leifure to refcue from 
annihilation the miferable relics of an army, 
haftening to dilTolution by the expiration of 
enliflments, and the country itfelf from irre- 
treivable fubjugation. In truth we are 

NOT LESS INDEBTED TO THE MATTOCK AT 
ONE PERIOD, THAN TO THE MUSQUET AT 
ANOTHER, FOR OUR POLITICAL SALVATION. 

It required great talents to determine when 
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one or the other was moft profitably to b« 
employed. I am aware how fafhionable k 
has become to compare;, the American Com- 
mander in Chief, for the prudence difplayed 
in thofe dilatory and defcnfive operations, fo 
happily profecuted in the early ftages of the 
war, to the illuftrious Roman, who acquired 
immortality in reftoring the Comnrwnweahh^ 
iy delay. Advantageous and flattering as 
the comparifon at firft appears, it will 
be found on examination to ftint the 
American to the fmaller moiety of his merited 
fame. Did he not in fceaes of almoft un- 
parallelled activity difcover fpecimens of 
tranfcendent abilities, and might it not be 
proved to profeflional men, that boldnefs 
in council, and rapidity in execution were,^ 
at leaft, equally with prudent procraftination, 
and the quality of not being compelled to 
aiStion, attributes of his military genius I 
ThiSy however, was an occalion, apparent as 
prefling^ for attaining his objeft by delay. - 
From that he had everything to gain, nothing 
to lofe. Yet there were not wanting PolUi- 
iiansy AT *THis very time, who queruloufly 
blamed thcfe Fabian meafures and loudly 
clamoured, that the immenfe labour and ex-* 
pence bcftowed on the fortification of New- 
York had been thrown away i that, if we 
could not face the enemy then after fo many 
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preparations, we might as well relinquifli the 
contcft at orice, for we could no where make 
a (land ; and chat, if General Walhingcan> 
with an army of fixty thoufaad men, ftrongljr 
entrenched, declined fighting with Sir Williani 
Howe, who had little more than one third 
of chat number, it was not to be expeded he 
would find any other occafion that might in- 
duce him to engage, — But General Wafliing- 
ton, coatcnt to fufFer a temporary facrifice 
of perfonal reputation for the fake of fecuring 
a permanent advantage to his country, and 
regardlefs of thofe idle clamours for which 
he had furnifbed materials by making his 
countrymen, in order the more efFeftually to 
make his enemy, believe his force much greater 
than it aftuaJly was j inflexibly purfued his 
fyftem and glorioufly demonftrated how poor 
and pitiful in the eftimation of a great mind 
are the cenforious ftriftures of thofe Novices 
in war and politics, who, with equal rafhnefs 
and impudence, prefume to decide dogmatical-. 
ly on the merit of plans they could neither 
originate or comprehend ! — '^ 

That night our foldiersexceflively fatigued 
by the fukry march of the day, their cloaths 
wet by a fevere (hower of rain that fucccea >d 
towards the evening, their blood chilled by 
the cold wind that produced a fuddcn change 
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in tkc temperature of the air, and their hcartr 
funk within them by the lofs of bagga^^> 
artillery >^. and works in which they bad beea 
taught to put great confidence, lay upon 
their arms,, covered only by the clouds of an 
uncomfortable fky* To retrieve our dif- 
©rded aflFairs and prevent the enemy from 
profiting by them, no exertion was relaxed, 
no vigilance remitted on the part of our high- 
er officers. The Regiments which had been' , 
lead expofcd to fatigue that day, furnifhed 
theneceffary piqyets to fecure the army from' 
furprize. Thofe,, whofe military lives^ had 
been fliort and unpra£liced> felt enough b^ 
fides laflitude of body to difquiet the tran-- 
quillity of their repofe. Nor had thofe, who^ 
were older in fervice andof more experience,, 
any fubjeft for confolation* The warmth^ 
of en thufiafm Teemed to be extinguifhed. 
The force of difcipline had not fufSciently 
aceupied its. place to. give men a dependence 
upon each other. . We were apparently about 
to reap the bitter.fruits of that jealous policy,, 
which fome leading men (with * the beft mo- 
tives) had fown in our foederal councils, whea 
they caufcd.. the mo^ie to be adopted, for 
carrying on the war by detachments of militia^j 
from, apprehenfion that an eftablifhcd Con- 
tinental army, after defending the country 
agaioft-foifeign invafion, might iubvert^ ic& 
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liberties themfclves. Paradoxical as It will 
appear, it may be profitable to be known to 
pofterity, that, while our very exiftertce as an 
independent people was in queftion, the 
patriotic jealoufy for the fafety of our future 
freedom had been carried to fuch a virtuous, 
but dangerous cxcefs, as well nigh to pre- 
clude the attainment of our Independence* 
Happily that limited and hazardous fyftem 
foon gave room to one more enlightened and 
falutary. This may be attributed to the rei- 
terated arguments, the open remonftranccs 
and the confidential communications of the 
Commander in Chief: who, though not apt 
to defpair of the Republic, on this occafion, 
•cxpreffed himfelf in terms of unufual dierfpon- 
dency. He declared in his letters that he 
found, to his utter aft onifhment and mortifi- 
cation, that no reliance could be placed on a 
great proportion of his prefent troops, and 
that, unlefs efficient meafures for eftablifhing 
a permanent force (hould be fpeedily purfued> 
we had evtiy reafon to fear the final ruin of 
our caufe. 

Next morning feveral parties of the ene- 
my appealed upon the plains in our fronr. 
On receiving this intelligence, General-Wafli- 
ingtcn rode quickly to the out pofts, for the 
purpofe of preparing againft an attack, if the 
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enemy fhould advance with that dcfigm 
Lieutenant Colonel Knowlton's Rangers (a 
fine felcftion frovn the eaftern Regiments), 
who had been flcirmiftiing with an advanced 
party, came in and informed the General that, 
a body of Britifli were under cover of 9 fmall 
eminence at no confiderable- diftance. His' 
Excellency, willing to raife our men from 
their dejeftion by the fpknder of fome little 
fuccefs, ord-^red Lieutenant Colornel Khowl- 
ton with his Rangers, and Major Leitch with 
three Companies of Weedon's Regiment of 
Virginians to gain their rear y while appear- 
ances Ihould be made of an attack ia front. 
As foon as the enemy faw the party fent to 
decoy them, they ran precipitately down the 
hill, took pofleffion or fome fences and bufli- 
es, and commenceda brifkfiringatlongfliot. 
Unfortunately Knowlton and Leitch made 
their onfet rather in flankthan in rear. The- 
enemy changed their front and the flcirmifh^ 
at once became clofe and warm. Major 
*Lcitch having received three balls through 
his fide was foon borne from the field, and 
Colonel Knowlton (who had diftinguifhed 
himfelf fo gallantly at the battle of Bunker- 
Hill) was mortally wounded immediately af- 



• Major Leitch, after languifhing fome dayf, died of 
a locked javr. 
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tcr.. Their mcri, however, undaunted by 
thefe difafters, ftimulated withthcthirftof re- 
Tcnge for the lofs. of thek leaders, and coa- 
fcious of ading under the eye of the Conn- 
mander in Chief, maintained the conflift with, 
unconimon fpiric and perfcvcrance. But the- 
General, feeing them in need of fupport, ad- 
vanced part of the Maryland Regiments of 
Griffith and Richardfon^ together with fomc 
detachments from fuch eaftern. Corps,, as^ 
chanced tabemoft contiguous to the place o£ 
aftion.. Our troops this day,, without excep- 
tion,, behaved with the greateft iatrepidity- So- 
bravely did they repulfe the Britilh>, that Sir 
William. Howe moved his Rjjerve with two* 
field pieces,, a battalion of Heflian Grena- 
diers and a company of Chaffeurs to fuccour 
Iiis retreating troops. General Wa(hington,v 
Dot willing to draw on a general adtion, de- 
clined preffing.the purfuit, In*this engage- 
ment were the fecond and third Battalions of 
Light Infantry, the forty-fecond Britiflb Re- 
giment and the German Chaffeurs,. c^ whom 
eight officers and upward of feventy privates* 
were wounded,^ and our people buried nearly 
twenty who were left dead on the field. W-c 
had about forty wounded t our lofs.in killed^^ 
except of two valuable Officers, was very ia- 
confiderable;. 
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Aw * advantage, fb. trivial in itfelf, pro- 
duced, in event, a furprifing and almoft in- 
credible efFedt upon the whole amy. A- 
mong the troops not engaged,, who during the 
aftion were throwing earth from the new 
trenches, with an alacrity that indicated a de- 
termination to defend them, every vifage was 
fecn to brighten, and to aflume, inftead of the 
gloom of defpair, the glow of animation. 

* A tranfcript from Gei^ral Wafhington's PttbUc 

Orderi of the feventeenth, will, better than any other 
document that could be ad(}uced> (hew his fentiment on 
the conduct of the two preceding days and how fervent- 
ly he wiihed to folier the good diipofuions difcovered oa 
the lalt. 

''ORDERS. 
" HeadQuarters, Harlem Heights, Sept. 17, 1776. 
•' Parole Leitch. Counterfign Virgima. 

** Thc-CeneratTnoft heartily thanks tlie troops com- 
manded yeftcrday by Major Leitch, who firft advanced 
upon the enemy, and the others who fo refolutely fup- 
ported them. The behaviour yeiisrday was fttch acoa- 
traft to that of fomc of the troops the day before, k$ 
iBuft ftiew what may b^done where Officers and Soldier* 
will exert themfelves. Once more, therefore, the 
General calls upon Officers and Men, to ad up to the 
noble caufe in which they are engaged, and to fupport 
the i?onor and liberties of their Country.'* 

" The gallant and brave Colonel Knowlron, who 
would have been an honor to any Country, having fallen 
yefterday while gloriouily fighting ; Captain Brown ii to 
take the Command of the party lately led by Colonel 
Knowlton. Offi^cets ajQd men are to obej^ him accord- 
ingly." 
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This change, no left fudden than happy, left 
little room to doubt that the men> who ran 
the day before at the fight of an enemy, would 
now (to wipe away the ftain of that difgrace 
and to recov^er the confidence of their Gener- 
al) have condufted themfelves in a very dif- 
ferent manner. Some alteration was made in 
the diftribution o( Corps to prevent the Bri- 
tilh from gaining cither flank in the fucceed- 
ing night. General Putnam, who command- 
ed on the right,, was direftcd in orders, in cafe 
the enemy fhould attempt to force,, the pafs> 
to apply for a reinforcement to General Spen- 
cer> who commanded on the left^ 

GENERAL Putnam, who was too good a. 
hufbandman himfclf not to have a refpedt for 
the labors and improvements of others,^ ftre- 
nuoufly feconded the views of the Command- 
er in Chief in preventing the devaftaticn of 
Farms and the violation of private property. 
For under pretext that the property in this 
quarter belonged to friends to the Britilh go- 
vernment (as indeed it moftly did) a fpirit of 
rapine and licentioufnefs began to prevail, 
which, unlefs repreffed in the beginning, fore- 
boded, befides the fubverfion of difcipline,thc 
difgrace and defeat of our arms. 

OvK new defeacea now becoming fo-ftrong^ 
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as riot to admit infult with impunity, and Srr 
William Howe, not choofing to place too 
much at rifque in attacking us in front, on 
the 1 2th day ofO&ober, leaving Lord Piercy 
with one Heflian and two Britifh Brigades in 
his lines atHarlem to cover New- York, em- 
barked with the main body of his army with 
an intention of landing at Frog's N^ck^ fituated 
near the town of Weft Chefter and iittle more 
than a league above the communication cal- 
led King's bridge, which connects New- York 
Ifland with the main. There was nothing to 
oppofe him ; and he effefted his debarkation 
by nine o'clock in the morning. The fame 
policy of keeping our army as compaft as 
pofliblej the fame fyftem of avoiding being 
forced to aftion j and the fame precaution to 
prevent the interruption of fupplies, rein- 
forcements or retreat, that lately diftated the 
evacuation of New- York, now induced Gen- 
eral Wafliington to move towards the ftrong 
grounds in the upper part of Weft Chefter 
County. 

About the fame time. Genera! Putnam 
was fent to the weftern fide of the Hudfon to 
provide againft an irruption into the Jerfeys, 
and foon after to Philadelphia to put that 
town into a pofture of defence. Thither I 
tttcnd him* without ftopping to dilate on t^e 



( 144 ) 

fubfcquent incidents that might fwcll a folio,^ 
though here compreffed to a fingle paragraph: 
without attempting to give in detail the fkilU 
ful retrograde movements of our Command-* 
er in Chief, who, after detaching a Garrifon 
for Fort Wafliington, by preoccupying with 
extemporaneous redoubts and entrenchments 
the ridges from Mile-Square to ^f^hite Plains, 
and by folding one Brigade behind another m 
rear of thofe ridges that run parallel with the 
Soundy brought off all his Artillery, Stores and 
Sick, in the face of a fupeiior foe : without- 
commenting on the partial and equivocal bat-^ 
tie fought near the laft mentioned village, or 
the caufe why the Britifh, then in full force 
(for the laft of the Hefiian Infantry and Bri- 
tifh Light-Horfe had juft arrived) did not- 
more feriouQy endeavor to induce a gcineral 
engagcnrient : without journalizing their mi- 
litary mancEuvres in falling back to Kingf- 
bridge, capturing Fort Wafhi ng ton. Fort 
Lee, and marching through the Jerfeys : with- 
out enumerating the inttances of rapine, mur.^ 
der, luft and devaftation, that marked their 
progrefs, and filled our bofoms with horror 
and indignation : without defcribing how a 
divifion of ourdiffolvingarmy, with General 
Walhington, was driven before them beyond 
the Delaware^: without painting the naked 
and forlorn condition of thefe much enduring 
men, amidft the rigors of an inclement feafon; 
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ind withotit even Iketching the conftcrnai 
tion that feized th^ States, at this perilous pe- 
riod, when General Lee (in leading from the 
North a fmall reinforcennent to our troops) 
was himfelf taken prifoner by furprize 3 when 
every thing feemed decidedly declining to the 
laft extremity, and when every profpeft but 
ferved to augment the depreflion of defpair— 
until the genius of one man, in one day, at a 
fingle ftroke, wrefted from the veteran Bat- 
talions of Britain and Germany the fruits ac- 
quired by the total operations of a fuccefsful 
campaign, and reanimated the expiring hope 
of a whole nation, by the glorious enterprizc 
at Trenton. 

While the hoftile forces, raftily inflated 
with pride by a feries of uninterrupted fuc- 
ceflTes, and fondly dreaming thlt a period 
would foon be put to their labors by the com- 
pletion of their cbnquefts, had been pqrfuing 
the Wretched remnants of a difbanded army 
to the banks of the Delaware : General Put- 
nam was diligently employed in fortifying 
Philadelphia, the capture of which appeared 
indubitably to be their principal objedk. 
Here, by authority and example, ht ftroVe to 
conciliate contending faftions, and to excite 
the citizens to uncommon efforts irt defence of 
every thing intcrcfting to Freemen, His 
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perfonal induftry was unparallcUcd. His 
♦Orders with refpcA to cxtinguiftiing acci- 
tlcntal firesj advancing the public works, as 
well as in regard to other important objcfts 
were perfedUy oiilitary and proper* But his 
health was, for a while, inipaired by his un- 
relaxed exertions. 

The Commander in Chief, having in fpitc 
of all obftacles made good his retreat over the 
Delaware, wrote to General Putnam (from 
his Camp above thd Falls of Trenton, on the 
Tery day he rccroffed the river to furprife the 

* As a fpecimen tSie following is preicrved : 

« GENERAL ORDERS. 
^ Head Qaarters, Philadelphia, Dec 14, 1776* 

** Colonel Griffin is appointed Adjutant General xm 
the troops in and about this city. All Orders frem the 
<jeneral» through him, either written or verbal, are ta 
be ftridlly attended t« and ptindltiaUy obeyed^ 

'* In cafe of an alarm of fire, the city guards and pa- 
troles are to faffer the inhabitants to pafs unmolcfted at 
any hour of the night; and the good people of PhiladeU 
yhia. are earnellly reqaefted and deiired to give every af- 
fiftance in their power, with engines and buckets, to ex* 
lingnifli the fire. And, as the Congrefs have ordered 
the City to be defended to the laft extremity, the Gen- 
eral hopes that no perfon will vefnie to give every af- 
£llance poifible to complete the ForttficatioBs that arc !• 
he cstfUd iu and abom the City. 

laaABL PVTNAM.'* 



( H7 ) 

Keffians) exprefling his fatisfadion a^ thrrct- 
cftabliftiment of that General's health, and in* 
forming that, if he had not himfelf been well 
convinced before of the enemy's intention to- 
poffefs thtmfel ves of Philadelphia, as foon as 
the froft fhould form ice ftrong enough to 
tranfport them and their artillery acrofs the 
Dclaware^he had now obtained an intercepted 
letter which placed the matter beyond a 
doubts He added that, if the citizens of 
Philadelphia had any regard for the town, not 
a moment's time was to be loft until it Ihould 
be put in the beft poffiblepofture of defence: 
but, leaft that fliould not be done, he diredled 
the removal of all public Stores, except pror 
vifions neceflary for immediate ufe, to places 
of greater fecurity. He queried whether, if 
a party of Militia could be fent from !?hilar 
delphia to fupport thoie in the Jerfeys about 
Mount Holly, it would not ferve to fave them, 
from fubiiiiffion ? At the fame time, he fig^- 
nified (as his opinion). the expediency offend* 
ing an aftive and influential Officer to infpi- 
rit the people, to encourage them to affemblc 
in arms, as well as to keep thofe already in 
arms from difbanding ; and concluded by 
manifeiting a wi(h that Colonel Forman,> 
whom he defired to fee for this purpofe, might; 
be employed on the fervice- 
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The enemy had vainly as incautioufly im- 
agined that to overrunwas to conquer. They 
h^d even carried their prefumption on our 
extreme wcaknefs and expefted fubmiffionj 
fo r^r as to attempt covering the country, 
through whicfi thev had marched, with an ex- 
tenfiveXhain of Cantonments. Thar link, 
which thepoft at Trenton fupplied, confifted of 
a Hedian iirigade of Infantry, a Company of 
Chaffcurs, a Sqaadron of Light Dragoons 
and fix Field Pieces. "At— eight o'clock in 
the. morning of the twenty-fixth of Decem- 
ber, General Wafhington, with twcnty^four 
hundred men, came upon them (after they 
had paraded) took one thoufand prifoners, 
and repaired the fame day without lofs to his 
encampment. As foon as the troops were 
recovered from their excefllve fatigue. Gener- 
al Wafhington recroffed a fecond time to 
Trenton. On the fecond of January, Lord 
Cornwallis with the bulk of the Bricifli army 
advanced upon him, cannonaded- his po(V, and 
offered him battle : but, the two armies being 
fcparated by the interpofition of Trenton 
Creek, General Wafhington had it in his op- 
tion to decline an engagement J which he did 
for the fake of flriking the mafterly ftrokc 
that he then meditated. .Having kindled 
frequent fires around his camp, pofled hithftA^ 
xnen to keep them buvningj and advanced 
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ccntinels whofe fidelity might be relied up- 
on, he decamped filently after dark, and, by 
a circuitous route, reached Princeton at 9 o' 
clock the next morning. The noife of the 
firing, by which he killed and captured be- 
tween five and fix hundred of the Br itiflb Bri- 
gade in that town, was the firft notice Lord 
Gornwallis had of this ftolen march^ Gene- , 
ral Wafltington, the projcdt fuccefsfully ac- 
complrftied, inftantly filed off for the moun- 
tainous grounds of Morris Town. Meart 
while His'Lordflrip, who arrived by aforced ^ 
nF>arch at Princeton, juft as he had left it, 
finding the Americans could not be overta- 
ken, proceeded without haltingto Brunfwick« . 

Ow the fifth of January 1777, fromp^PIuck-^ 
cmin. General Walhington difpatched an at- 
count of this fecond fuccefs to General Put- 
nam and ordered him to move- immediately 
with all his troops to Groffwix,^ for the puf- 
ppfe of co-operating in recovering the Jerfeys ; ^ 
an event which the prefent fortunace junc- 
ture (while the enemy were yet panic^ftruck) y 
appeared to promife. The General caution- - 
edhim, however, if the enemy Ihould ftill 
coiitinueatBrunfwick>, to guard with great 
circumfpcftion againft a furprife : efpecially, 
as- they,..having recently fuffered by two at- 
taieks>. could fcarcely avoid being edged wish . 
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rcfentmwt to attempt retaliation. His Ex- 
cellency farther advifed hin^ to give out his 
ftrength to be twice a$ great as it was ; to for- 
ward on all the baggage and fcattering mtfi 
belonging to the Divifion deftined for Morris 
Town > to employ a^ many fpics as he flboyld 
think proper j to keep a number of horfemen> 
in the drefs of the country, going conilancly 
backwards and forwards on the fame fecret 
fervice j and laftly, if he ihpuld difcover any 
intention or motion of the enemy that coiild 
be depended upon and might be of confe^ 
qucnce> not to fail in conveying the intelli- 
gence as rapidly as poffible by exprefs to 
Head Quarters. Major Gene^-al Futnain 
was direfted foon after to take poll at Prince- 
ton ;• where he continued until the fpring* 
He had never with him more than a few 
hundred troops, though he was only at fif- 
teen miles diftance from the enemy^s ftrong 
garrifon of Brunfwick. Atone period from a 
.fudden diminution, occafioned by the tardi- 
nefsofthe militia, turning out to replace thofc 
whofe time of fervice was expired, he had 
fewer men for duty than he had miles of fron- 
tier to guard. Nor was the Commander in 
Chief in a more eligible fituation. It is true, 
that, while he had fcarcely the lemblance of 
an army, under the fpecious parade pf a park 
of artillery and the impofing appeal ance of 
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his Head Quarters, cftabliflied at Morris 
Towp, he kept up in the eyes of his country- 
men as well as in the opinion of his enemy, the 
appearance of no contemptible force. Fu- 
ture generations will find difficulty in conceiv- 
ing how a handful of new-levied Men and 
Militia, who were necefRtated to be inocula- 
ted for the Small-Pox in the courf^ of the 
winter, could be fubdivided and pofted fo 
advantagcouQy, as> efFcAually to proteft the 
inhabitants, confine the enemy, curtail their 
forage, and beat up their quarters, without 
fuftaining a fingle difafter. 

In the battle of Princeton Capt.McPherfon^ 
of the 17th Britifti Regiment, a very worthy 
Scotchni^n, was defperately wounded in the 
lungs and left with the dead. t)pon General 
Putnam's arrival there,, he found him languifh- 
ing in extreme diftrefs, without a furgeon> 
without a fingle accommodation, and with-^ 
out a friend tofolace the finking fpirit in the 
gleomy hour of death. He vifited and im- 
mediately caufcd every pofiible comfort to be 
adminiftcred to him. Captain McPherfon, 
who contrary to all appearances recovered, 
after having demonftrated to General Putnam 
the dignified fenfe of obligations which a gen- 
erous mind wifties not to conceal, one day in 
familiar con verfdtion demanded—** pray, Sir> 
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"• what countryman are you ?*' — •' An Amc- 
" rican," anfwcred the latter. — " Not a Yan- 
u kee ?"—faid the other. « A fulKbloci*- 
*' edone," replied the General. " By G— d, 
** I am forry for that," rejoined McPherlon, 
**• I did not think there couldbe fo much good- 
** neft and gcnerofity in an American, or, in- 
** deed in any body btit a Scotchman.^' 



While; the recovery of Captain McPher^ 
fon was doubtful, he defired^ that General 
Putnam would permit a friend in thcBritifh 
army at Brunfwick to come and aflift him in 
making his Will. General Putnam, who 
had then only fifty men in his whole com- 
mand, was fadly embarrafied by the propor- 
tion. On the onehand, he-was not content 
that a Britifh Officer Ihould have an -oppor- 
tunity to fpy out the weaknefs of his poft — on 
the other^ it was fcarcely in hisnaturc to re- 
fufe conpplying with a diftate of humanity. 
He luckily bethought himfelfofan expedr- 
cnt, which he haftcned to put in praftice, 
A Flag of Truce was difpatched with Captain 
McPherfon's requeft, but under an injunc* 
tion not to return with his friend until after 
dark. In the evening lights were placed m 
all the rooms of the College,, and in every a- 
partment of the vacant houfes throughout the 
town. During the whole night, the fifty 
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men, fometimcs all together and fometjmes in 
fmall detachments, were marched fromdifFer- 
cnt quarters by the houfe in which McPherfon 
lay. Afterwards it was known, that the Officer 
who came on the vifit at his return reported, 
that General Putnam's Army upon the mofl: 
moderate calculation could not confifl: of le& 
than four or five thoufand men. 

This winter's campaign (fpr our trqops 
conftantly kept the field after regaining a 
footing in the Jerfeys) has never yet been 
faithfully and feelingly defcribed. The fud- 
den reftoration of our caufe from the very 
vero;e of ruin, was interwoven with fuch a 
tiffue of infcrutable caufes and extraordinary 
events, that, fearful of doing the fubjeA 
greater injuftice by a paffing difquifition 
than a purpofed filence, I leave it to the lei- 
fure of abler pens. The ill policy of the Bri- 
tifh doubtlefs contributed to accelerate this 
event. For the manner, impolitic as inhu- 
man, in which they managed their tempera- . 
ry conquefts tended evidently to alienate the J 
afFcdlions of their adherents, to confirm the 
wavering in an oppofite intereft, to roufe the 
fupine into aftivity, to aflenable the difperfed 
to the Standard of America, and to infufe a 
fpirit of revolt into the minds of thofe men, 
who had from neceflity fubmitted to theijr 
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power. Their conduft in warring with fire 
and fword againlt the imbecility of youth and 
the decrepitude of age j againft the Arts, this 
Sciences, the curious Inventions and the ele- 
gant innprovenients in civilized life j againft 
the melancholy Widow, the miferable Or- 
phan, the peaceable profeflbr of humane Li- 
terature, and the facred Minifter of the Gof- 
pel, feemed to operate as powerfully, as if 
purpofely intended to kindle the dormant 
ipark of refiftance into an inextinguilhable 
flame. If we add, to the black catalogue of 
provocations already enumerated, their infati- 
able rapacity in plundering friends and foes 
indifcriminately ; their libidinous brutality int 
violaLing the chaftity of the female fex, their- 
more than Gothic rage in defacing private 
Writings, public Records, Libraries of learn- 
ing. Dwellings of individuals. Edifices for 
education and Temples of the Deity ; togeth- 
er with their infufFerable ferocity (unprece- 
dented indeed among civilizeci nations) in 
murdering on the field of battle the wounded 
while begging for mercy, in caufing their pri> 
foners to famifti with hunger and cold in 
Prifons and Prifon- Ships, and in carrying 
their malice beyond death irftlf by denying the 
decent rites of fepulture to the dead,— we 
Ihall not be aftonifhed that the Yeojranry in 
the two Jerfeys, when, the firft glimmering of 
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hope began to break in upon them, rofe as 
one man^ with the unalterable refolution to 
periih in the generous caufe or expel their 
mercilefs invaders. 

Thb principal Officers, ftationed at a vari- 
ety of well-chofen and at fome almoft in- 
accefliblc pofitions. Teemed all to be aftuated 
by the fame ibul and only to vie with each 
other in giving proofs of vigilance, enterprize 
and valour. From what has been faid ref- 
peifling the fcantinefs of our aggregate force^ 
It will be concluded that the number of men, 
under the orders of each, was indeed very 
fmali. But the uncommon alertnefs of the 
troops who were inceflantly hovering round 
the enemy in fcouts, and the conftant com* 
munication, they kept •between the feveral 
ftations m^ft contiguous to each other (agreea- 
bly to the t Inftruftions of the General in 

t The annexed private Orders to Lord Stirling will 
ihew, in a laeonic and military manner, the fyftem of 
iervice then purfued. 

'* To Brigadier General Lord SriaLiNG. 
•• My Lord, 

'* You are to repair to Baikenridge and take upon 
yoo the command of the troops now there^ and fuch as 
may be fent to your care. 

'' You are to endeavour, as much as poffible, to har* 
rafs and annoy the enemy by keeping fcouting parties 
conftantly (or as fre^uentfy as poflibk} around their 
quarters. 
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Chid) together with their readinefs in giving 
and confidence of receiving fuch reciprocal 
aid as the exigencies might require, ferved to 
fupply the defedt of force. 

This manner of doing duty not only put 
Our own pofts beyond the reach of fudden 
infult, and furprize j but fo exceedingly har- 
raffed and intimidated the enemy that foragers 
were feldom fent out by them, and never ex-* 
cept in very large parties. General Dickenfon> 
iwho commanded on General Putnam's left, 
difcovered about the 20th of January, a forage 
ing party confifting of about four hundred 
men, on the oppofite fide of the Mill-Sione, 

** As you will be in the neighbourhood of Generals 

Dickenfon and Warner, I recoiBinead it xm you> to keep 

up a correfpondence with theni> and endeavour to regu- 

' late your parties by theirs fo as to have foihe cOiiftantfy 

out. 

** Ufe every means in your power to obtain inteHi- 
gence from the enemy ; which mtay poflibly be better 
efFedled by engaging fomc of thole people who have ob- 
tained Pi'ote£lions to go in, under pretence of aiking ad- 
vice, than by a^y other means. 

*' You will alfo ufe every means in your power toob* 
mm and communicate the earliefl actouats of the ene- 
Biy's movements ; and to afTembte, in the fpeedieil 
mannef pofiibk^ your troops either for oiFeitce or de* 

Gi V js N «/ Heatl garters 

the fourth day of February 1 77^* 
Ggo. Washington." 
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two miles from Somerfct court-houfc. As 
the bridge was poffcffed and defended by 
three field pieces fo that it could not be pafled ; 
General Dickenfon, at the head of four hundred 
militia, broke the ice, croffed the river (where 
the water was about three feet deep) refolute- 
ly attacked and totally defeated the foragers. 
Upon their abandoning the convoy, a few 
prifoners, forty waggons, and more than a 
h undred draft horfes with a confiderable booty 
of cattle and flieep fell into his hands. 

Nor were our operations on General Put- 
nam's right flank lefs fortunate. To give 
countenance to the numerous friends of the 
Britifti Government in the county of Mon- 
mouth, appears to have been a principal mo* 
tive with Sir William Howe for ftretching 
the chain of his cantonments (by his own 

* confeflion previoufly to his difafter) rather 

* Extrad of a letter from General Sir William Howe* 
to Lord George Germaine^ dated New-York^ De« 
cember 20> 1776. 

Having mentioned the fruitlefs attempt of Lord Corn- 
wallis to find boats at Corryel's ferry .to pafs the Dela- 
ware— -he proceeds thas : 

** The parage of the Delaware bein? thus rendered 
iinpra£licable> his Lordfhip took poft at Pennington, in 
which place and Trenton the two diviiions'rem^ined un- 
til the fourteenth* when the weather having become too 
fevere to keep the fields and the winter cantonm$A(s )>e« 

o 
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tooiar. After that chain became broken, 
as I have already related^ by the blows at 
TKcnton and Princeton, he was obliged to 
colledt during ch^ereft of die winter the ufe- 
lefs remains in his barracks at Brunfwick. In 
the meantime General Putman wasmuch more 
fuccefsful in his attempt to proteft ow di£- 
perfed ^nd difpirited friends in the fame di- 
ftrid-j who, environed on every fide by enve- 
nomed adverfaries remained infeparably ri- 
vetted rn afFeftion to American Independence. 
He firft detached Colonel Guerny and after- 
wards Major* Davis^ with fuch parties of 

tng.arranged«'tlie troops marcked fpomboth places to 
their refpeftive ftations. Thi chain ^ I owm.,^ is rathtr /^# 
extenfivtt but I was induced to ocei^y Burlington to co- 
ver the County of Monmouth, in wMch there are flian/ 
4oyAl inhabitants ; and 'truiting to the almoft general 
fubmiffion of the Country to the fouthward of this chain, 
and to the ilrength of the Corps placed in the advanced 
pofts» I conclude the troops will be in perfed fecurity." 

* As there happened to be in my pofTeffion a copy of 
oneof his letters to thofe Officers, it was thought worthy 
of infertion here, in order to demonftrate his fatisfadlion 
with their conduft : 

<' To Major John Davis, of the third Battalion of Cum- 
berland County Militia. 
" S I a, 
'* I am much obliged «o you for your a&ivtty, vigor 
and diligence fmce you have been under my command a 
you will, therefore, march your men to Philadelphia and 
there difeharge them ; returning iato the ftore all the 
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mHitia as cotild be fparcd, for their fupport^ 
Several (kirniiillies enfucd in which our peo- 
pie had always the advantage. They took, at 
difFerent times, many prifoners, horfes and 
waggons from, foraging parties. In efFeft fo 
well did they cover the country as $) indacc 
feme of the mod refpe&able inhabitants to 
declare, that the fecurity of thrperfons>.as 
well as the falvation of the property of many 
friends to freedom, was owing to the fpiritcd 
exertions of thefe two detachments : who at 
the fame time that they refcued the county 
from the tyranny of Tories, afforded an op- 
portunity far the militia to recover from their 
confternations to embody themfelves in war- 
like array andto ftanxi on their dtfencei 

J 1 During this period General Putnam hav- 

r rng received unqueftionable intelligence, that 

^ party of Refugees in Bcicifh. pay had taken 
poft and were erefting a kind of Redoubt at 
Lawrence's Neck, fent Colonei Nellbn with 
one hundred and fifty militia to furprize them* 
That officer condudted with fo much fecrecy 
and decilibn as to take the whole prifoners. 

ammanition, arms ancbaccoatrement&> you received at 
that place. 

I am> 8ir> your humble Servant 

f'finciUn Filruary 5//&, 1777. 
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Thefc * Refugees commanded by Major 
Scbckton, belonging to Skinner's Brigade 
and amounted to fixty in number. 

A SHORT time after this event. Lord Corn- 
wallisTent out another foraging party towards 
Bound-Brook. General Putnam, having 
received ^notice from his emiffaries, detached 
Major Smith with a few Riflemen to annoy 
the party and followed himfelf with the reft of 
his force. Before he could come up> Major 
Smitb> who had formed an ambufh, attacked 
the enemy, killed feveral horfes, tooTc a few 
prifonersand fixteen baggage- waggons, with- 
out fuftaining any injury^ By fuch opera- 
tions, our hero, in the courfe of the winter, 
captured nearly a thoufand prifoners. 

In the latter part of February General 
Wafhington advifed General Putnam, that, in 

* Bxtfa^ of a Letter from General Putnam to the Coun- 
cil of Safety of iPennfylvania, dated at Princeton Fe* 
braary i8th, 1777. 

Yellerday evening Colonel Nelfon, with a hundred 
and Hfty men> at Laurence's Neck, attacked fixty 
men of Cortland Skinner's Brigade^ commanded by 
the enemy's renownedLand Vihor Major Rich- 
ard StocktoHy routed them and took the whole prifon- 
ers— amone them the Major> a Captain and three So- 
•* balternt, with feventy ftand of Arms. Fifty of the 
Bedford Rinnjylvama Rifiinuu bthaved like 'ueterum^* 
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tonfequcnce of a large acccfliion of ftrcngth 
from N«w-York tothcBritilh army ac Brurf- 
wick, it was to be apprehended they would 
foon make a forward movement towards the 
Delaware : in which cafe the latter was di- 
i^e^bed to- crofs the river with his adual force, 
to affume the command of the Militia who^ 
might aflemble, to fecure the boacson the 
weft fide of the Delaware and to- facilitate the 
paflage of the reft of the army. But the ene- 
my did not remove from their winter-^uar- 
ter^ until the feafon arrived when green for«- 
arge could be fiapplied. Jn the intermediate 
period, the correspondence on the part ofGen- 
cral Putnam with theCommander inGhicfcon- 
fift'cd principally of reports and enquiries con- 
cerning the treatment of fome of the follow-^ 
ing defcriptions of perfons r cither of thofo- 
who came within our lines with flags and 
pretended flags, or who had taken proteAian 
from the enennqr, or who had been* reputed' 
drfafft6bed to our caufe, or who were flkfign- 
ed to be comprehended inthe American Pre-- .^ 
clamation, which requiredtbat thofe who had j 
taken protedtions Jhould give them to the 
neareft American Officer, or go within thc 
Bhtifti lines. The letters of his Excellency 
in return, generally advifory, were indicative ^^ 
of confidence and approbation.^ d 
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When the Spring had now To far advanc- 
ed thai* it was oovious the enemy would foon 
take the field ; the Commander in Chief, af- 
ter deiring General Putnam to give the offi- 
cer who was to relieve him at Princeton all 
the information neccflary for the conduft of 
tRat poft, appointed that General to the com- 
mand of a feparate Army in the Highlands 
of New-York. 

It is fcarcely d^ecided, from any documents 
yet publilhed, whether the prepofterous plans 
prolecuted by the ^ritifli Generals in the 
Caocipaign of 1777, >^ere altogether t)ie refult 
of their Orders from fi^ome, or whether they 
partially originated frbm the cbntingences of 
the moment* The fyftem, which, at the 
time, tended tb puzzjk all human conjefture, 
when develops feri/ed, alfo, to contradift all 
reafonable calculation. Certain it is the A- 
merican Commander in Chief was for a con- 
fide^^bie time Co perplexed, yixh contradifto- 
f appearances, that he knew not how todif- 
iributc his troops, with his* ij^ual difcern- 
meht, fo as to oppjfe the enemy with equal 
profpeft of fuccels in different parts. The 
gathering tempefls menaced the northern 
Frontiers^ the pofts in the Highlands and the 
0ty of Philacjelphia : \mt it was ftill doubt- 
ful where the fury of th^ ftorm would falU 
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At one time Sir William Howe was forcing 
his way by land to Philadelphia, at* another 
relinquilhing the Jerfeys, at a third facing 
round to make afudden inroad, then embark- 
ing with all the forces that could be fpared 
from New-York, and then putting out to fca 
—■at the very moment when General Bur- 
goyne had reduced Ticonderoga, and feem- 
ed to require a co-operation in another quar^ 
ter. "^ 

Onf our fidejiwc have fcen that the old 
Continental A^n^y expired with the year 
1776: fince which, invention had been 
tortured with expe9ients and zeal with ef- 
forts to levy another. JFor on the fuccefs of 
the recruiting fervice depended the falvation 
of .the country. The fuccefs was fuch as not* 
to piifF us up to prefumptiort, or deprei$ uS- 
to defpair. The army in the Jkr#ys, under 
the orders of the General in Chief, cooRfted 
of all the troops raifed foudi of the HiWTon : 
that in the northern department, of the New- 
Hampfliire Brigade, two Brigades of Maffa- 
chufetts and the Brigade of New- York, to- 
gether with fome irregular Corps : and that 
in the Highlands of the remaining two Bri- 
gades of'Maflachufetts, the ConnefticutLine 
confifting two Brigades, the Brigade of 
Rhodc-lQand and one Regiment of New- 
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York, Upon hearing of the lofs of Ticon- 
deroga and the progrefs of the Britifh tow- 
^ ards Albartjr, General Wafhington ordered 
the northern dfcrvy to be reinforced with the 
two Brigades of MaSachufetts then . in the 
Highlands — and, upon finding the army un- 
der his immediate command outnumbered by 
th^t of Sir William Howe, which had by the 
circuitous route of the Chefapeak invaded 
Pennfylvani^j he alfo callifSfl from the High- 
lands one of the Conneftfcut Brigades and 
that of Rhode-Illand to his own affiftance. 

In the neighborhood of General Putnani 
there was no enemy capable of exciting a- 
larms. The army left at New- York feemed 
only defigned for its defence. In it were 
feveral entire Corps, compofed of Tories who 
had flocked to the Britifh ftandard. There 
was, befides, a band of lurking mifcreants, 
not£roperly enrolled^ whoftaid chiefly at Weft 
Clieher: from when^enhey infeft:ed the Coun- 
try between the two armies, pillaged the cat- 
tle and carried off the peaceable inhabitants. 
It was an unworthy policy in "Britifh Generals 
to patronize Banditti. The Whig inhabit- 
ants on the edge of our lines and ftill lower 
down, who had been plundered in a merci- 
lefs manner, delayed not to ftrip the Tories 
in return. People, moft nearly cooneded 
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and allied, frequently became moil cxafpera- 
ted and invetcfratc in malice. Then the ties 
of fellowfliip were broken — then, friendlhip 
itfelf being foured to enmity, the mind readi- 
ly gave way to private revenge, uncontroul- 
ed retaliation and all the deforming paffions 
that difgrace humanity. Enormities, almoft 
without a name, were perpetrated — ^at the 
dcfcription of which, the bofom, not frozen 
to apathy, muft glow with a mixture of pity 
and indignation. To prevent the predatory 
incurfions from below and to cover the Coun- 
ty of Weft Chefter, General Putnam detach- 
ed from his Head-Quarters, at Peeks -Kill, 
Meigs's Regiment, which in thecourfeofthe 
Campaign ftruck feveral partizan ftrokes and 
atchieved the objefts for which itrwas fent. 
He likewife tool# meafures, without noife or 
oftentation, to fecurc himfelf from being fur- 
prifed apd carried within the Bruifli lines by 
the Tories, wlAjji^ad formed a plan for the 
purpofe. The information of this intended 
enterprize, conveyed to him through feveral 
channels, was, corroborated by that obtained 
and tranfmitted by the Commander in Chief. 

It was not wonderful that many of thefe 
Tories were able^ undifcovered, to penetrate 
far into the country and even to go with let- 
ters or meffages ^om. one BntilLArmy to an* 
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Other* The inhabitants, who were well af- 
feftcd to the royal caufe, afFordcd them £very 
poSible fupport and their own knowledge of 
the different routes gave them a farther facil- 
ity in performing their peregrinations. Some- 
times the mofta£tiveLoyalifts (as the Tories 
wi(hed to denominate themfelves) who had 
gone into the Britilh Polls and received pro- 
mifes of Commiflions upon enlifling a certain 
number of Soldiers, came back again fecretly 
with Recruiting Inftruftions. Sometimes 
thefe and others who came from the enemy 
within the verge of our Camps, weredetefted 
and condemned to death in conformity to the 
ufages of war. But the British Generals, who 
had an unlimited fupply of mooey at their 
command,, were able to pay with fo much li- 
berality, that emiiTaries cofild always be found. 
Still, it is thought that the intelligence of 
the American Commanders, was, at leaft, e* 
qually accurate J notwithljphding the pover- 
ty of th^ir military cheft and the inability of 
rewardin^g mercenary agents, for fecret fer- 
vices, in proportion to their rJfque and merits 

A PERSON by the name of Palmer, who 
was a Lieutenant in the Tory new 'Levies, 
was detefted in the Camp at Peeks KilL 
Governor Tryon, who commanded the new 
Levies, reclaimed him as a Britilh Officer^ ire- 
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prcfentcd the heinous crime of condemning 
a man commiffioned by his Majefty and 
threatened vengeance in cafe he fhould be ex- 
ecuted. Generil Putnam wrote the follow- 
ing pithy reply, 

** S I R, 

< 

" Nathan Palmer, a Lieutenant in 

your King's fervice, was taken in my 

Camp as a Spy — he was tried as a Spy — he 

" was condemned as a Spy — and you may 

" reft affured. Sir, he fliall be hanged as a 

I have the honor to be, 8?c. 

Israel Putnam." 

** /£j Excellency^ Gov^ 
ernor ^ryon.** 
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'' P. S. Afiiknoon. 
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Important tranfaftions fbon occurred. 
Not long after the two Brigades had marched 
from Peeks Kill to Pennfylvania, a reinforce- 
ment arrived at New- York fronJ Europe. Ap- 
pearances indicated that ofFeolive operations 
would follow. General Putnam, having 
been reduced in force to a fingle Brigade in 
the field and a fingle Regiment in garrifoA 
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at Fort Montgomery, repeatedly informed 
the Commander in Chief that the pofts com- 
mitted to his charge muft in all probability be 
loft, in cafe gn attempt fhould be made upon 
them i and that, circumftanced as he was, he 
could not be refponfible for the confequen- 
ces. His fituation was certainly to be lament- 
ed, but it was not in the power of the Com- 
mander in Chief to alter it : except by au- 
thorifing him to call upon the Militia for aid 
—an aid always precarious j and often fo tar- 
dy, as when obtained to be of no utility. 

On the fifth of Oftober, Sir Henry Clin- 
ton came up the North River with three thou- 
fand men. After making many feints to 
V miflead the attention, he landed, the next 
morning, at Stoney Point and commenced 
-his march over the mountains to Fort Mont- 
' gomery. Governor Clint|||| an adive, refo- 
lute and intelligent officer^who commanded 
the Garrifon, upon being apprifed of the 
movement, difpatched a. letter by exprefs to 
General Putnam for fuccour. By the treach- 
ery of the meffenger the letter mifcarried. 
General Putnam, aftoniftied at hearing no- 
thing refpeding the enemy, rode, with Gen- 
ral Parfons and Colonel Root his Adjutant 
General, to reconnoitre them at Kings Ferry. 
In the mean time, at five o'clock in the after- 
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noorii Sir Henry Clinton*s columns, having 
furrhounted the obftacks and barriers of na- 
ture, dcfcended fronn the Thundir-Hill, 
through thickets impaffabl^ but for Jighc 
troops and * attacked th^ diffwnt redoubts. 

• The Author of thcfe Memoirs, then Major of Bri- 
gade to the firil Conne^icut Brigade, was alotie at 

^ Head-Qaarters when the firing began. He haftened to 

Colonel WyWys, the fenior o£cer in camp and advifed 
him to difpatch a]l the men not on duty to Fort Mont- 
gomery, whhoat waiting for orders. About five hun- 
dred men marched inftantly under Colonel Meigs ; and^ 
the author, with Do6lor Beardfley, a Surgeon in the Bri- 
gade, rode at full fpeed through a bye-path, to let the 
garrifon know, that a reinforcement was on its march* 
Notwithftanding all the hafte thefe officers m^e to and 
over the river, the Fort was fo completely inveded, on 
their arrival, that it was impoffible to enter. They wei^ 

f . on board the new Frigate, which lay near jthe fbrtrefs, 

*" and had the misfortune to be idle, though not uncon- 

cerned, fpedla tors of the ftorm. They faw the minuteft 
adlions diftindlly when the works were carried. The 
Frigate, after reciting feveral platoons, flippjed 1 

^ cable and proceedec^ little way up the river : but 

wind and tide becoming adverfe, the crew fet hci 
£re, to prevent her falling into the hands of the enem;^ , 
whofe (hips were approaching.— The louring datkncfs 
of the night, the profound flillAefs that reined, %the in- 
terrupted flafhes of the ilames that illuminated the . wa- 
ters, the long fhadows of the cliFs that now and then 
werefeen, the explofion of the cannon which were left 
loaded in the fhip, and the reverberating echo* which re- 
founded, at intervals, between the dupendous •mountains 
on both fides of the river, compofed an awful night piece, 
for perfons prepared (by the preceding fcene) to con- 
template fubjefts of horrid foblimity. 

P - 
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Thegarrifon, infpired by the condudl of their 
leaders, defended the works with diftinguifh- 
ed valor. But, as the poft had been dtfign- 
«d principally to prevent the paffing of Ihips 
and as an affault in rear had not beenvexpeA* 
<d, the works on the l^nd fide were incom- 
. plete and uritenable. In the dufk of twilight 
the Britifh entered with their bayonets fixed. 
Their lofs -was inconfiderable. ^Nor was that 
of the garrifon great. Governor Clinton, his 
brother General James Clintoh, Colonel Du- 
bois, and flnoft of the officers and men effedt- 
jcd their efcape under cover of the thick fmoke 
and darknefs that fuddenly prevailed, T^be 
capture of this fort by Sir Henry Clinton, 
together with the eonfequent removal of the 
chains andbooms that obftrufted the naviga- 
tion, opened a paflage to Albany and feern- 
cd to favor a junftion of his force with that 
ofGeneraHBurgoyne. But^ latter having 
'ijjbeen compelled to capitulate^ a few days after 
this event, and great numbers of Militia hav- 
ing arrived from New-England, the fuctelsful 
army .returned lo New-York — y ec not before 
a. detachment from it, under the Orders of 
^(^eneral Vaughan, had burnt the defencclefs 
towd of Efopus, and feveral fcattering build- 
ings on the banks of the river. 

» Notwithstanding the army in the High- 
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fends had been fd much weakened (for the 
fake of ftrengtlieaing the armies in other 
quarters) as to have eccaifioned the lofs of 
Eort Montgomery, ycJt that lofs was produft- 
ive of no confequfehces. Our main army in 
Pcnnlylvania, after having contended with 
faperior force in two indecifive battles, ftill 
held the enenny in check. While the fpBJ^did 
fuccefs, which attended our arms at the 
Northward, gave a rhore favorable afpei? tm 
the American affairs, at theclofeof this caiti- 
paign, than they hadeve^r before affurned. 

When the enemy fell back to New- York 
by water, we followed them a part of the way 
by land. Colonel Meigs, with a detach- 
ment from the feveral Regiments in General 
Parfons's Brigade, havir^ made a forced 
march from Crompond to W^ft-Chefter, fur- 
prifcd and broke up for a time the band of 
freebooters: of whom he brought off fifty, 
together with many Cattle and Horfes which 
they had recently ftolen. 

Soox after this enterprize. General Put-, 
nam advanced towards the Britilh lines. As 
he had deceived intelligence that fmall bo- 
dies of the enemy were out with orders from 
Governor Tryon to'burn Wright's Mills, he 
prevented it by defeching three parties of one 
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hundred men in each. One of thefe parties 
fell in witb and captured thirty-five ; and a- 
nother forty of the New Levies. But as he 
could not prevent a third hoftile party froxtx 
burning the houfe of Mr. Van Tafiel, a no- 
ted Whig and a Conmnr^ittee man, who was 
forced to go along with them, naked and 
bar^ot, on the icy ground, in a. freezings 
night : he> for the profefled purpofe of retal- 
iation, fent Captain Buchanan, in a Whale-- 
boat, to bum the houfe of General Oliver 
Delancey on York Ifland. Buchanan efFefted 
his objeft, and by this expedition put a peri- 
od for the prefefnt to that unmeaning and wan- 
ton fpccies of deftruftion. 

While General Putnam quartered at New 
Rochel, a fcouting party which had beei> 
fent to Weft Farms, below Weft-Chefter, 
liirrounded the houfe in which Colonel James 
Delancey lodged, and, notwithftanding he 
crept under the bed the better to be conceal- 
ed, brqpght him to Head-Quarters before 
morni%:. This Officer was exchanged by 
the Britifli General without delay, and pli^c- 
cd at the head of the Cbw-Boys, a licentious 
Corps of irregulars, who, in the fequel, com- 
mitted unheard-of depredations and cxcefles. 

It was diftrefling tafee G:>^ beautiful Stpart 
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of the couatry fo barbaroully - wafted ; and y. 
often to witaefs fome peculiar fcene of female " 
raifery. For moft of the fem|je inhabitants 
had been oblige.d xq fly within the lines pof- 
fcffed by one army or the other. Near our 
quarters was an aflFedting inftance of human 
viciffitude, Mr, William Sutton of ^aro-* 
neck, an inofFenfive man, a merchant bf^ro- 
feffion, who lived in a decent falhion and 
whofe f,amily had as happy profpe<fts as almoft. 
any in the country, upon fome imputation of 
Toryifm went to the enemy. II:s wife, op~ 
preffed wfth grief in herdifagrceable ftate of 
dereliSion, did not long furvive. Betfey 
Sutton, their eldeft daughter, - was a modeft 
and lovely young woman, of about fifteen 
years old, when at the death of her mother,., 
the care of five or fix younger children de-« 
volved upon her. . She was-difcreet and pro- 
vident beyond her years. Rut when we faw • 
her, ihe looked to be' feeble in health — brok- 
en in fpirit — wan,'meUncholy, anddejedtcd. 
She faid "that their laft cow, which furnifhed 
milk for the children, had lately been tak- 
en away — that they had frequently been 
plundered of their wearing apparel and fur- 
niture, {he believed, by both parties — that" 
they had litilc more to lofe — and that ilie 
knew not wh^re to procure bread for the 
dear ii:tle ones> who had no father to pro^ 

P 2 
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'^ vide for them" — no vtother-^ihc was going- 
to have faid — but a torrent of tears choaked 
articulation, <n coming to that part of the 
country, again, after fome campaigns had e- 
lapfed, i found the habitation defolate and 
the garden overgrown with weeds. Upoa 
enquijftr I learnt, that, as foon as we left the^ 
pl'act?5 fome ruffians broke into the houfe,. 
while fhc lay in bed, in the latter part of the 
night : and that, having been terrified by their ' 
rudcncfs, (he ran half-naked into a neighboring 
fwamp, where {he continued until the morn- 
ing—there the poor girl caught a violent 
cold,.which ended in a confumption. It fi- 
nifhed a life without a fpot — and a career of 
fufFerings commenced and continued without 
afa^ult. 

SiOHTS of wretchednefs always touched 
with commiferation the feelings of General 
Putnam and prompted nis generous fout to 
fuccour the afflifted. But the indulgence^ 
which he fhewed (whenever it did not militate 
againft his 'duty) towards the deferted and 
fufFering families of the Tories in the State of 
New- York, was the caufe of his becoming 
unpopular withnbinconfiderable clafs of peo- 
ple in that State. On the other fide, he had 
conceived an unconquerable averfion to ma- 
ny ofthepcrfons^ who were entruftcd with the 
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difpofal ofTory-property, becaufc he believ- 
ed them to have been guU ty of peculations 
and other infamous praftices^. But, although 
the enmity between him and the Sequeftra- 
tors was acrimonious as mutual ; yet hejived 
in habits of amity with the moft refpeftable 
characters in public departments as well as in 
private life^ 

His character was alfo refpefted by the en- 
emy. , He had been acquainted with many 
of the principal Officers in a former war. As 
flags frequently pafled between the out-pofts, 
during his continuance on the lines, it was a 
common praftice to forward News-Papers by 
them y and as thofc printed by Rivington, 
the Royal Printer in New-York, were infa- 
' mous for the falfehoods with which they a- 
bounded,. General Putnam once fent a Pack-« 
ct to his old friend General Robertfon with 
this Billet : " Major General Putnam pre- 
** fents his Compliments to Major General 
" Robertfon and fends him fome American 
" News-Papers for his perufal — when Gen- 
" eral Robertfon fhall have done with them, 
it is requefted they be given to Rivingtonu 
in order that he may print fome truth." 
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Late in the year we left the lines and re- 
paired to the Highlands. For upon the lofs 
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of fort Moatgomery, the Commander m 
Chcif determined to build another fortifica- 
tion for the defence of the river. His Ex- 
cellency, accordingly, wrote to General Put- 
man to fix upon the fpot. After reconnoi-- 
tering all the different places- propofed, and re- 
volving in his own mind their relative advan- 
tages for offence on the water and defence on 
the land, he fixed upon West Point. It is 
no vulgar praife to fay,, that to him belongs 
the glory of having chofen this rock of cmr 
military falvation- The pofition for water 
batteries, which might fweep the channel 
where the river formed a right angle, made 
it the moft proper of any for commanding 
the navigation ; while the rocky ridges, that 
rofe in awful fublimity behind each other, 
rendered it impregnable,, and even incapable 
of being invefted by lefs than' twenty thou- 
fand men. The Britifh, who confidered this 
poft as a fort of American Gibraltar, never 
attempted it but by the treachery of An A- 
merican ofBcer. All the world knows that 
this projeA failed and that Weft Point, con- 
tinues to be the receptacle of every thing va- 
luable in military preparations to the pre- 
fent day. 

In the month of January 1778, wheh a 
fnow two feet deep lay on the earthy Qeneral 
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Farfoils^s Brigade went to Weft Point and 
brcke ground. Want of covering for the 
troops, together with want of tools and mate- 
rials for the works, made the profpeft truly 
gloomy and difcouraging. It was neceffary 
that means (hould be found, though our cur- 
rency was depreciated andour treafury ex- 
haufted. The eftimates and requifitions of 
Colonel la Radiere, the Engineer who laid out 
the works, altogether difproportioned to our 
circumftances, ferved only to put us in mind 
of our poverty, and, as it were, to fatirize our 
refources. His petulant behaviour and unac- 
com\nodating difpofition added further em- 
barrafsments. It was then that the patriotifm 
of Governor Clinton fhone in full luftre. His 
exertions tofurnifh fupplics can never be too 
much commended. His influence, arifing 
from his popularity, was unlimited : yet he 
hefitated not to put all his popularity at rifquCy 
whenever the federal interefts demanded. 
Notwithftanding the impediments that op- 
pofed our progrefs, with his aid before the 
opening of the campaign, the works were in 
great forwardncfs. 

According to a refolution of Congrefs,.anv 
enquiry was to be made into the caufes ofmil- 
itary difafters. Major General McDougall,' 
Brigadier General Huntington and Colonel 
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Wigglefwopth compofed the Coun of En- 
quiry on the lofs of fort Montgomery. Up- 
on full knowledge and mature df liberation- 
offals on the fpot, they reported the lofs to 
have been occafioned by want bf men and 
not by any fault in the Commanders.. 

General. Putnam^ who daring the invcf- 
tigation^ was relieved from duty, as fbon as 
Congrefs had approved the Report^ took 
command of the . right Wing of the Grand 
Army, under the Orders of the General in 
Chief, This was juft after the Battle' of 
Monmouth, when the three armies which had, 
laftyear, afted feparately, joined at the White 
Plains*. Our effcftive force, in one camp 
was. at no other time fo refpcftable as at* 
this jurrflare. Xhe army co-nfifted of 
fixty regular Regiments of foot formed into 
fifteen Brigades, four Battalions of Artillery, 
four Regiments of Horfc and fcveral Corps 
of State Troops^. But as the enemy kept 
clofe within their Lines on York-Iflandi no- 
thing could be attempted. Towards the end 
of Autumn, we broke up tfe« Camp, and 
went firft to Frederick/burg, and thence ta 
winter quarters*. 

In order to cover the Country adjoining to 
the Somd and to fupport the garrifo^n of IVeJt 
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i^/«/, in cafe of an attack. Major General 
Putnam was ftatjoned far the winter at Read- 
ing in Connefticut. He had under his Or-^ 
ders the Brigade of New-Hamplhire, thfe two 
Brigades ofConnefticut, the Corps of. Infan- 
try commanded byxHazen and that- of Caval- 
ry by Sheldon* ^ 

The troops, who had beea badly fed, bad- 
ly cloathed and worfe paid, by brooding over 
their grievances in the leifure and inactivity 
of winter-quarters began to think them in- 
tolerable. The Connecticut Brigades form- 
ed the defign of marching to Hartford, where 
the General Affembly was then in Seffion, 
and of demanding redrefs at the point of the 
Bayonet. Word having been brought to 
General Putnam that the fccond Brigade was 
under arms for this purpofe, he mounted his 
horfe, galloped to the Cantonment and thus 
addreffed them : ^^ My brave lads, whither 
are you going ? Do you intend to defert 
your Officers and to invite the enemy to 



follow you into the country ? Whofe caufe^gp 
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" have you been fighting and fufFering f( 
*^ long ia, is it not your own ? Have you no 
*^ property, no parents, wives or children ? 
" You have behaved like men fo far — all the 
" world is full of your praifes — and pofterity 
will (land aiioni£bed at your deeds : but 
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not if you fpoil all at laft. Don't you con- 
fider how much the country is diftreffed by 
the war, and that your officers have not 
been any better paid than yourfclves ? But 
we all cxpeft better times and that the 
Counti'y will do us ample' juftice. Let us 
all ftand by one another then and fight it 
out like brave Soldiers. Think what a 
ihame it would be for Conne£ticut-men to 
run away from their Officers/* — After the 
feveral Regiments had received the General 
as he rode along the line wilb drums beating 
andprejcnted arms i the Sergeants, who had 
then the command, brought the men to an 
Ordir^ in which pofition they continued while 
he was fpcaking. When he had done, he di- 
refted the afting Major of Brigade to give the 
word for them to fhoulder, march to their 
Regimental parades and lodge arms. All 
which they executed with promtitudc and ap- 
parent good humour. One Soldier only, 
who had been the moil aftive, was confined in 
the quarter-guard : from whence, at night, 
he attempted to make his efcape. But the 
centinej, who had alio been in the mutiny, 
fiiot him dead on the fpot, and thu3 the affair 
fubfided. 

About the middle of winter^ while Gen- 
eral Putnam was en a vifit to his out-poft 
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ait Horfc-Ncck, he found Govcrnw Tryoft 

advancing upon that town wkh a corps of fif- 
teen hundred men — to oppofe thcfcj, General 
Putnam had only a Picket of oAe hundred and 
fifty men and two iron fidd pieces without 
horfes or drag-ropes. He, however, planted 
his cannon on the high ground by the meet- 
ing-houfe, and . retarded their approach by 
firing feveral timeS) isntil, perceiving the 
horfe (fupported by the infantry) about to 
charge, he ordered the picket to provide for 
their fafety by retiring to a fwamp inaccefli- 
ble to horfe ; and fecured his own by plung-» 
ing down the deep precipice at the church up- 
on a full trot. This precipice is fo fteep> 
where hedefcended, as to have artificial flairs 
compofed of nearly one hundred ftone-fteps 
for the accommodation of foot paflengers, 
There the Dragoons, who were but a fword^' 
length from him, flopped fliort. For the de* 
cUvity was fo abrupt that they ventured not 
to follow : and, before they could gain the 
valley by going round th^ brow of the hill in 
the onlinary road, he was far enough beyond 
their reach. He continued his route unmo- 
lefted to Stamford, from whence, having 
ftrengthened his picket by the junftion of 
fome militia, he came baelc again, and in 
turn, purfued Governor Tryon in his retreat* 
As he rode down the precipice, one ball, of 

- 4^ , 



1 



( I«2 ) 

the many fired at him, went through his bea-^ 
ver. But Governor Tryon, by way of com- 
penfation for fpoiling his hat, lent him foon 
afterwards, as^ prcfent^ a complete fuitof 
Cloaths, 

In the Campaign of 1779, which termina- 
ted the (;areer of General Putnam's fervices, 
he commanded the Maryland line pofted at 
Butter-milk falls, about two miles below 
Weft Point. He was happy in poffeffing the 
friendfhipof the officers of that Line and in 
living on terms of hofpitality with them. 
Indeed there was no family in the army that 
lived better than his own. The General, his 
fecond fon Major Daniel Putnam, and th« 
writer of thefe Memoirs compofed that fami- 
ly. This campaign, principally fpent in 
ftrengihcning the works of Weft Point, was 
only fignalifed for the ftorm of Stoney-Point 
by the Light Infantry under the eonduft of 
General Wayne, and the furprifeof the poft of 
Powlcs Hook by the Corps under the com- 
mand of Colonel Henry Lee. When the 
army quitted the field and marched to Mor- 
ris Town into winter quarters. General Put- 
nam's family went into Connefticut for a few 
weeks. In December, the General began his 
journey ro Morris Town. Upon the road 
between Pomfret and Hartford he fek an ua- 



( i83 ) 

xifaal torpar flowly pervading his right hand ancf 
foor. This heavinefs crept gradually on, and 
untill it had deprived him of the ufe of his 
linfibs on that fide, in a confiderable degree,. 
before he reached the houfe of his friend Co* 
lonel Wadfworth. Still he was unwilling, 
toconfider his diforder of the paralytic kind 
and endeavoured to fhake it oiF by exertion. 
Having found that impoflible, a temporary 
dejeftion, difguifed however under a veil of 
affumed chearfulnefs, fucceeded. But reafon, 
philofophy, and religion foon reconciled hinrv 
to his fate. In that fituation he has conftant- 
ly remained, favored with fuch a portion of 
bodily adivity as enables him to walk and 
to ride moderately j and retaining unimpaired 
^ his relifti for enjoyment, his love ofpleafan- 
try, his ftrength of memory and all the facul- 
ties of his mind. As a proof that the pow- 
ers of memory are not weakened, it ought to 
he. obferved, that he has lately repeated from' 
recolleftion all the adventures of his life, 
which are here recorded, and which had for*- 
merly been communicated to the compiler in 

detached converfations. 

* 

> In patient yet fearlefs expeftation of the ap*- 

proach of the King of Terrors, whom he 
hath full often faced in the field of blood, the 
Chriftian hero now enjoys in domeftic retire- 
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ment tbc fruit of his early induftry. Ha* 
ving in youth provided a. competent fubfiftencc 
for old age, he was fecured from the danger 
of penury and diftrefs, to which, fo many Of- 
ficers and Soldiers worn out in the public Icr- 
vice have been reduced. To illuftrate his 
merks the more fully,^ this Eflay will be con- 
cluded with a copy of the laft letter written 
to him,^ by General Walhington> in his mili- 
tary charafter, 

Head-Quarters,. 2d June, J78.J. 
" Dear Sir, 
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Your favor of the 20th of May I recaiv- 
*' ed with much pleafure. For I can aiTure 
** you that among the many worthy and me- 
*' ritorious Officers, with whom I have h^ad 
** the happinefs to be connefted in fervicc 
*' through the courfe of this war, and from 
** whofc cheerful afliftance in the various and 
trying viciflitudcs of a complicated conteft^ 
the name 0/ aVvr^SAM $j n$t forgotten : nor 
" will be, but with that ftroke of time which 
" ftiall obliterate from my mind the remem- 
" brance of all thofe toils and fatigues> 
through which we have ftruggled for the 
prefervacion and eftabliihmcnt of the 
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RigbtSi Liberties and Indeptndenu of our 
Country. 



** Your congratulations oq the happy^ 
•*, profpcfts of Peace and Inicpefident fecu- 
*' rity, with theiF attendant bleffings to the 
** United States, I receive with great fa- 
*^ tisfaftion; and beg that you will accept a 
'^ return of my gratulations- to you on this 
aufpicious event— an- event, in which; 
great as iri^ in itfelf and glorious as it 
will probably be in its confequences, ,you 
have a right to participate largely, from 
the diftinguiflied part you have contribu* 
•« ted towards * its attainment. 
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> " BtJt while r contemplate the greatneft 

** of the obje&for which we have contended; 

" and felicitate you on the happy iflue of our 

"toils and labours, .which have terminatc4; 
with fuch general fatisfaftion ; I lamcxit 
that you Ihould fe^! the ungrateful- r'*^'irj}s 

"of a Country, in '' h^'^^ fervice 

"exhaufted yourbo iiSv ftrengt' 

** ded the vigour of a youchf' 

" I wilh however, t.; at you 

"returning liberality may 
^* have a hope they may : 
not, your cafe will not be 

*' gratUudi has been expe. 



(C. 



( »8<5 ) 

*^ arni Republics i» particular, bavf ever 
*' been famed for the exercife of that unnatural 
" and SORDID VICE. 

. *' The Secretary AT'WAR>whoi&now 
^ here, informs me that you have ever beeiv 
^\ confidered as catitled to full payj, fince 
** your abfenec from the field > and that you. 
** will ftill be confidercd in that light untill 
^* the clofe of the war t at which period yoit- 
** will be equally entitled to the fanrrc emoJu- 
*' ments of half-pay orcommi»tation> as other 
** officers of your rank. The fan^e opinion- 
*' IS alfo given by the P)a,y Matter General^ 
*•* who is now with the army> impowered by 
" Mr. Morris for the fettlement of all their 
". accounts, aud who will attend to your's 
l^ whenever you (hall think proper to fend 
*.' on for the purpofe i which it will proba- 
bly be bed for you to do in a fhort time. 

*/ T ANTICIPATE, with plcafure,, the day 

1 1 truft not far off) when I fliall 

*fy fcencs of a military employ- 

'ire to the more tranq.uil walks 

' ^e. In that, or whatever other 

' * 'idence may difpofe of my 

' ' '**'^IE REMEMBRANCE OF THE 
'^ " *" ■• nPS AND CONNECTIONS I 

»AK>INESS TO CONTRACT 
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" WITH THE Gentlemen of the. Army,, 

" WILL BE ONE OF MY MOST GRATEFUL RE- 
FLECTIONS, Under this contemplation^ and 
imprejfed with thejentiments of benevolence 
and re gar dy 1 commcndyouymy dear Sir^ my 
other friends y andy with themj the inter efts 
and hapfinefs of our dear Country to tht 

" KEEPING AND PROTECTION OF AlMIGHXY^ 

" God/' 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
George. WASHiNCTOir*. 
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To the Honorable 

Major General Putnam.. 
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